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Printed jor the use of the Foreign Office. February 1891. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt. 


Part XXXV. 


No. 1. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 3.) 

(No. 109.) 

(Telegraphic.) J\ Cairo, October 3, 1890, 3 p.m. 

ON the morning of the 21st ultimo, Colonel Stewart’s murderer, who was known 
to be with a small force at Abu Hamed, was attacked and killed by friendly Arabs. 


No. 2. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Portal. 

(No. 206.) ; j j I i : gg 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 3, 1890. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 200 of the 16th ultimo, and in reply to the 
inquiry contained therein, I have to stato that the question of the regulation of the 
grain trade at Suakin is under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, and 
that your despatches on the subject have been forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
AVar for the purpose of obtaining the opinion of the military authorities. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 



No. 3. 

Intelligence Department to Foreign Office.—(Received October 9.) 

THE Director of Military Intelligence presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, with reference to the question of allowing 
unrestricted trade in grain at Suakin, has the honour to forward an extract from a 
Memorandum by Colonel Kitchener, from which it appears that the cessation of 
supplies of grain to the Dervishes owing to quarantine regulations is having the effect, 
of breaking up their camp at Handoub. 

18, Queen June’s Gate, October 8, 1890. 


Inclosuro in No. 3. 

Extract from Memorandum by Colonel Kitchener , accompanying Stutkin Intelligence Report 

from 2nd to 10 th September , 1890. 

IT appears that the cessation of supplies of grain from Suakin to the Dervishes 
owing to quarantine regulations is having the effect anticipated in breaking up the camp 
at llandoub, as well as causing the Handoub tribe to see tho necessity of keeping on 
good terms with the Government. 

[706] B 








From other sources of information it is ovident that. Osman Digna’s arrival at 
Tokar was timed to meet a very large consignment of grain, 40,000 bags, that were 
imported into Sunkin for him, but which, owing to quarantine regulations, were not 
allowed to be delivered. This large amount of grain is therefore thrown on the hands 
of the importers, to their great discontent. 

Owing to the failure of Osman Digna in obtaining these supplies, his plans for 
inarching north have been modified. 

(Signed) H. H. KITCHENER, Colonel, 

September 21, 1890. Acting Sirdar. 


No. 4. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 10.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, War Office, October 8, 1890. 

IN reply to your letter of the 19th September relative to the question of per¬ 
mitting unrestricted trado iu grain at Sunkin, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Stanhope 
to request that you will inform the Marquis of Salisbury that he concurs in the 
proposal advocated by Mr. Portal in his No. 252 of the 26th August, and which 
appears to be similar to that suggested bv Colonel Kitchener in tho inclosure iu 
Mr. Portal’s despatch No. 235 of the 22nd July, viz., “ that people should be allowed 
to buy grain in Suakin and the recognized Red Sea ports as much as they like, but 
that they must come in to buy it, and it must lie for their own consumption and not 
to supply the rebol camps." 

I am also directed to transmit herewith copy of a despatch dated the 22nd 
September from the General Officer Commanding in Egypt, m which he expresses 
entire concurrence in all that has been stated by Mr. Portal and Colonel Kitchener. 

Aft 

(Signed) ’ RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 4. 

Major-General Sir J. Dormer to Mr. Stanhope. 

Sir, Cairo, September 22, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to report my return to Egypt on the 18th instant, after sixty- 
one days’ leave of absence. 

I find that during these last two months tho vexed question of trade in grain with 
the Soudan from Suakin has reached an acute stage. 

From the correspondence which has takon place lx;tween Mr. G. Portal, O.B., 
Her Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General iu Egypt, and the Foreign Office, 
extending from July to the middle of this month, ami to which correspondence I 
respectfully beg to invite your special attention, it will bo seen, according to my view, 
that it has been clearly shown how this free-trading with the Mnhdists has been fairly 
tried since last April-May, and has failed; the only result being to enrich a few 
Indian and European merchants at Suakin, and to provide with food and the sinews of 
war the rebel and fighting Dervishes all through tho Soudan, without relieving to any 
degree the distressed and jicaoeful inhabitants of tho country. 

It hus been shown how an active reliollion against tho Government, which might 
in all human probability otherwise eolln)*se has been continued, and rendered far more 
serious and effective, while the Government is losing prestige and authority in the 
Scudan. * 

In my opinion there can bo little doubt that should this fatal policy of allowing 
free trade in grain to be continued, another costly and serious expedition will soonhavo 
to lie undertaken from Suakiu against llundoub and 'l'oknr. 

I am assured, moreover, that the Representatives of the Italian Government in this 
country'complain against our not only fostering the rebellion and feeding the Dervishes 
throughout the Soudan, but also our supplying with food, and thus enabling them to 
carry on disturbances and warfare on the Italian frontier. 

All this and a great deal more is demonstrated in Mr. Portal's despatches and 
correspondence with the Foreign Office to which I have alluded, and I feel that I 
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should be wanting in my duty while responsible for the safety and defence of the 
Egyptian frontier, were I not to express my opinion and my entire concurrence with all 
that has been stated by Iler Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General, and by 
Colonel Kitchener, Acting Sirdar. 

I have, <fcc. 

(Signed) J. C. DORMER, Major-General, 

Commanding in Egypt. 


No. 5. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 11.) 

fNo. 111.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, October 11, 1890, 10' 15 a.ji. 

A TELEGRAM has been received from the Governor of Suakin stating that the 
Chief Sheikh of the Beni Amors with some of his people has escaped from Tokar to 
Suakin. Tlie Sheikh states that the enemy’s force at Tokar has been completely 
broken up by the numerous desertions, which are due entirely to the energetic measures 
taken by tlio Government in closing the gates and thus upsetting the plan of operations 
formed by Osman Digna. 


No. 5 a. 

Mr. Whitehouse to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 15.) 

My lx>rd, 18, Cleveland Row, St. James*, October 13, 1890. 

SEVERAL months have elapsed since I asked your Lordship to appoint, or 
favour the apjwintment of, a Commission to examine the question of a supply of 
summer water in Egypt. The urgent need of improvement in quantity and quality is 
admitted. 

Mr. Hamilton Ling, in behalf of the Daira, speaks in explicit terms. A Cairo 
correspondent of tho “Times” describes in language of revolting clearness tho 
insanitary qualities of the water supply of Cairo. Colonel Ross officially reports that 
tho drinking water of Alexandria was obtained by pumping from a film of fresh water, 
10 inches deep, floating on tho top of a deep layer of salt water, so salt ns to be quite 
unfit for irrigation and drinking purposes. Tho film was composed of one-third Nile 
water and two-thirds drainage and sewage. It was subject to further pollution in tho 
Mahmudich Canal—inorganic as well as organic. 

Sir C. C. Scott Monoricff informed tho Acting British Agent and Consul-General 
that tho question could not be settled without resort to external aid, i.e., experts other 
than tho present, staff. In other words, in the presence of such serious complaints, ho 
now accedes to the appointment of a Commission. It only remains to ho determined 
by whom tho appointment is to be made, and whether your Ixirdship will give it a 
neutral, international, or exclusively English composition. Inasmuch as 1,130/. is 
charged to the guaranteed million, any of the guaranteeing Powers might, I supposo, 
ask why this sum had been expended, and urge that some effort should bo mndo to 
recover it by tho completion of reproductive works. 

1 have been invited to Berlin by the Geographical Society, and I solicit from 
your Lordship an expression of opinion how far I am at liberty to excite the interest 
of those whom I am able to roach on my way to Egypt and after I get there. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) COPE WHITEHOUSE. 
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No. 5 B. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to the Marquis of Dutferin. 

(No. 219 a.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, October 16, 1890. 

COUNT TORNIELLI called upon me to-dav, and referred to the negotiations 
concerning tho Soudan boundary of Abyssinia which had recently taken place at 
Naples, and asked mo what view I took with reference to tho course to bo pursued. 
On my observing that the question did not seem to be of a burning character, he 
expressed himself averse to an indefinite adjournment of the discussion, and appeared 
to think tliat negotiations might l>e resumed with advantage in this country. 1 
replied that I was not in a position to discuss tho matter with him to any profit, for I 
had not received as .yet from Sir Evelyn Baring, or from your Excellency, any official 
communication other than that which was contained in telegrams. 

As far as I could judge from those telegrams, the English Representatives had 
spoken exactly in the sense indicated by the instructions which they had received 
from the Foreign Office, but that, even if that had not been the case, it would hardly 
be possiblo to renew immediately negotiations which had been so publicly broken off; 
for even if any advantage were likely to be derived from such a course, it would still 
lead to considerable misconception. 

Count Torniolli said that tho effect of this public rupture of the negotiations was 
injurious both in Italy and iu France, though he did not pretend to rate very highly 
the immediate importance of the question under discussion. But he thought what 
would be felt by the Italians was that, whereas wo had been able to come to an 
agreement with Germany and with France, it was strange that we should not lie able 
to come to an agreement with a Power so friendly to us as Italy. 

1 replied that there was the greatest possible distinction between the demands 
made and tho stipulations obtained by Gn-many and by France, and thoso which had 
been proposed to Egypt by Italy. Neither Germany nor France had suggested to us 
to give up territory of which wc had been in occupation as territorial owners within a 
period of four years, on tho ground that by that lapse of time our title had liecu 
effaced. I did not soo that it was possiblo under any circumstances that Ilor Majesty’s 
Government could sanction such a concession as this. His Excellency, in the language 
that he used, seemed to ultimate that his Government did not wish to contest the title 
of Egypt to Kassala; they only wished to find a formula which should leave the 
matter more or less for future discussion; and they complained that the effort to find 
that formula had lioon too abruptly terminated, and hoped that by a renewed 
examination of the question some such ground of agreement might bo,discovcml. At 
all events, he said there was no reason why tho negotiation with which Sir Evelyn 
Baring was not connected on tho othor parts of the lino, tho line of Ilarrar and the 
line of the Juba, should not be carried forward. 

I said that I did not wish in any degree to cxcludo the idea of proceeding with 
these subsidiary negotiations. I thought it would be desirable to leave tho question of 
Kassala on ono side for tho time, but I was careful to repeat that on tho right of 
Egypt to resume possession of that position it was not in the power of Her Majesty's 
Government to givo way. 

• I am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 6 c. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E, Baring. 

(No. 210.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 17, 1890. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of n letter from Mr. Cope Whitehouse 
upon the subject of a supply of summer water in Egypt, and tho suggested appointment 
of a Commission to inquire into tho question.* 

I should be glad if you would ascertain and report to mo what tho intentions of 
tho Egyptian Government are in regard to this matter, and whether the ai)|K>intmcut 
of such a Commission as that alluded to by Mr. Whitehouse is contemplated. 


• No, b A. 



I should also bo glad to have your observations upon Mr. Cope Whitehouso’s 
statements aud suggestions. 


I am, &c. 

(8igned) SALISBURY. 


No. 6. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Rereived October 21.) 

(No. 278.) 

My Lord, ^ Cairo , October 12, 1890. 

I HAVE tho honour to inclose herewith extracts from a telegram which has been 
received at the head-quarters of the Egyptian army from the Acting Governor of 
Suakin dated the 10th instant. 

In this telegram Major Hackett Pain reports that Hamid-cl-Gheir, the Chief Sheikh 
of the head tribe of the Beni Amcr Arabs, who was known to be with Osman Digna at 
Tokar, has escaped from that place and come to Suakin with some of liis followers, and 
brings intelligence that the enemy’s force at Tokar, which had recently been 
threatening Suakin, is now completely broken up in consequence of numerous desertions 
to Kassala and to Berber. This he attributes entirely to the action of the Egyptian 
Government in closing the gates of Suakin and cutting off the grain supplies of the 
Dervishes, a step whioli, ns your Lordship will remember, was authorized as a preventive 
measure against cholera by your Lordship’s Commercial telegram of the 6th August. 

Hamid-cl-Gheir adds that Osman Digna’s plan of operations has thus been com¬ 
pletely overthrown. This plan appears from trustworthy information which has reached 
us on several occasions, and which has been reported to your Lordship by me, to have 
included an advance past Suakin on to Kosseir and thence a descent on the Nile near 
Keneh. The attempt was apparently to have been made on the receipt of 31,000 and 
•40,000 bags of grain which were to have been supplied to the Dorvishes by the Indian 
and other merchants at Suakin. The grain arrived at Suakin, but fortunately I had just 
received your Lordship’s permission to stop this traffic with the Dervishes os a 
precautionary measure against cholera, and the grain was not allowed to leave the town. 
This £ave rise to several Petitions and complaints from the Banrnn merchants and others, 
to which, however, I did not feel justified in acceding, especially in view of the fact that 
at a very moderate computation it is estimated that *40,000 bags of grain is sufficient 
to supply over 10,000 men for 100 days. 

Once or twice after the stoppage of this grain Osman Digna made some slightly 
threatening demonstrations before 8uakin, but the success of the action taken is now 
proved by the arrival at Suakin of the head Sheikh of the Beni Amers and by his 
evidence as to the complete collause of Osman Digna's contemplated movement, which 
would in all probability have led to very great inconvenience and a renewal of 
hostilities. 

I have. &c. 

(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 


Inclosure in No. 6. 

Major Pain to Egyptian Government . 

(Telegraphic.^ October 10, 1890. 

I HAVE succeeded to-day through private messenger in obtaining the escape from 
Tokar of Chief Sheikh of Nuptar, or head tribe of Beni Amcr, Sheikh Hamid-cl-Gheir, 
to Government, with some ncople. He brought intelligence of greatest importance; 
enemy’s force at Tokar completely broken up, owing to numerous desertions to Kassala, 
Khor Baraka, and removal of Abu Girgheh’s followers to Berber, entirely owing to 
energetic action of Government in closing gates, thus upsetting Osman’s plan of 
operations, who is helpless. 



Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 21.) 

(No. 279.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 12 , 1890. 

IN my immediately preceding despatch I had the honour to report the arrival at 
Suakin of Hamid-cl-Ghcir, the head Sheikh of the head tribe of Beni Amere. 

I have now the honour to inclose extracts from two telegrams received from the 
Acting Governor of Suakin, reporting the feeling of this influential and important 
Sheikh regarding the protection of his country by the Italians. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 



Inclosurc 1 in No. 7. 


Major Pain to Egyptian Government. 

(Telegraphic.) October 10, 1890. 

HAMID-EL-GHEIR, who could have escaped from Tokar to Daga, expresses 
indignation at his country being placed under Italian influence, wishes to withdraw 
sub-Sheikhs and followers from Italian influence; begs assistance from Government; 
sending other details to-morrow. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 7. 

Major Pain to Egyptian Government. 

(Telegraphic.) October 12, 1890. 

HAMID-EL-GHEIR wishes Government to know that lie would sooner have his 
country in occupation of Dervishes than Italians. During enforced absence with 
Dervisnes, Daga district, Beni Amcr surrendered to Italians after they found Govern¬ 
ment had no intention of advancing. He will now bring followers to Government if you 

think it desirable. Hamid-cl-Ghcir with Beni Amcr obtaining assistance 

Government could clear Tokur district. 


No. 8. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 21.) 

(No. 280.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 13, 1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a Memorandum by the Acting 
Governor-General of Suakin on the situation of affairs in that neighbourhood. This 
Memorandum accompanied the diary which is regularly furnished by the Military Staff at 
Suakin to the head-ejuarters in Cairo, and which is thence forwarded to the Intelligence 
Department in London. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 


Inclosurc in No. 8. 

Memorandum by Major Pain. 

THE dosing of the gates of Sunkin has undoubtedly stopped, for the presont. 
Dervish activity northward. Large numbers from Osman Digna's camp arc deserting in 
all directions. As far as the Soudanese arc concerned, desertion is amply proved by the 
numbers who come in, including now the greater portion of those who recently deserted 
to n«ndoub from Soudanese battalions stationed here. The effect of this action on the 












part of the Government cannot fail to weaken Osman Digna's cause after the promise 
held out by him when collecting people at Kassala and other places. 1 would most 
particularly draw attention to the presence of the Amara pickets in proximity to the 
town; the effect produced on the Arabs is very prejudicial to Government; the establish¬ 
ment of these pickets is the outcome of trade which enables the Handoub market to 
support a body of tax-collectors who arc practically brigands, and which makes it almost 
impossible, without using force, to remain in touch with and allow friendly Arabs outside, 
who arc desirous of seeing a Government established, to purchase grain without its 
falling into Dervish hands. There can bo no doubt what the Khalifa’s intention with 
regard to trade means. Osman Digna may, by making demonstrations against Suakin, 
endeavour to restoro trade, especially as he has, on the trade question, local sympathizers. 
I would recommend that trade with the interior, i.c., with the Dervishes, be restricted 
and not demanded as a right by merchants and others, which is the case now. 

(Signed) G. IIAOKETT PAIN, 

Suakin , October 4, 1890. Acting Governor-General. 
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Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 3.) 


(No. 282.) 
Mv Lord, 

W 


Cairo, October 20, 1S90. 


IN my despatches No. 107 of the 22nd May last and No. 113 of the 27th April, 
I had the honour to bring to your Lordship’s notice a case which had attracted very 
general notice here, in which the Mudir of the Province of Dalcahlieh and several 
officers of the police w'ere suspected of having inflicted brutal and disgusting tortures 
on various persons in order to extract evidence or confessions relative to certain acts of 
brigandage or burglary. 

I have already reported to your Lordship that the Investigating Judge sent to trial 
the Commandant of Police, his lieutenant, and several of his subordinates on a charge 
of having inflicted torture,but dismissed the case against the Mudir, not on the ground 
of his innocence being proved, but because it was held that the evidence adduced was 
insufficient. 

When the ease came before the Tribunals of First Instance, no good exculpatory 
evidence was adduced beyond the denial of the whole charge by the accused, who were 
thereupon all found guilty, and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment. 

An appeal was made, and the whole ease was again heard by the Court of Appeal, 
with the result that all the accused were acquitted, not on the ground that the alleged 
torture was not proved, but l>ecauso it was held to bo shown that, although the acts of 
torture were committed by the accused, yet that they were acting under the orders of 
a suj>erior, t.r., of the Mudir of Dakahlich himself, and that therefore they were not 
criminally liable. 

Your Lordship will thus see that nobody has been punished, although both the 
Court of Pirst Instance and the Court of Appeal were satisfied flint the tortures 
had been inflicted. 

I have the honour to inclose herewith copy of a Memorandum by Mr. Scott, 
giving a summary of the whole history of this case, and showing that the decision of 
the Court of Anpcal was contrary to the principles of criminal la\v and to Article 117 
of the Penal Code, which says that when subordinates arc proved to have inllictcd 
torture they arc liable to punishment, and their superior may also he puuishcd if ho 
gave the order. 

In this particular case, the peculiar verdict of the Court of Appeal is sufficient to 
show that the case went wrong ah initio, when the 11 .luge d’Instruction ” decided that 
there was no evidence sufficient to justify him in committing the. Mudir himself to 
trial. 

One of the morals to be derived from this case is that when thocoursoof strict and 
impartial justice appears likely to displease the high administrative authorities, the 
native Judges are still very weak,and timidity of that kind is almost as bad as corrup¬ 
tion. My previous despatches above quoted showed your Lordship that it was only 
under great pressure that the administrative authority, in the person of Itiaz Pasha, 
was willing to allow proceedings to bo taken at all against the Mudir, and Ria& 
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Pasha's opinions on this poiut wore well known, not only to tho Judges, but to the 
public at large. 

All this tends to show that tho Native Court of Appeal ought to be so strengthened 
by the introduction of English, or, at all evonts, of European material, as to exclude 
any chance of such timidity perverting the course of criminal justice, at any rate on 
appeal. 

I may add that the one English member of tho Court of Appeal which heard this 
particular torture case is stated to have refused to concur in the acquittal. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inelosurc in No. 8*. 

Report on a Case of alleged Torture inflicted by the Orders of the Mudir of the Province of 

Dakahlieh, through the instrumentality of the Commandant of Police of the Province, the 

Mumliur uf the Markaz, the Mouawin of Police of the Markaz, and tu o Soldiers, 

January 10, 1890.—Four hours after sunset, there being no moon, an attack was 
made by an armed band on tho “ ezbeh ” of one Omar Aga. Fivo of the inhabitants were 
injured bv small shot from fire-arms, one by a knife. A camel, a camel calf, aud 
some jewellery aud household articles were taken, and the gang got away safely. Tho 
valuo of the property stolen was about 20/. The inhabitants of the Ezbeh when 
interrogated on the 20th said tho gang numbered about ten, and, as the night was dark, 
they could not recognize any individual of tho gang. But they spoke like Bedouins, 
not cultivators. Twelve wjis the outside number given by the witnesses, and, ns a 
rule, tho number of an attacking party is exaggerated. 

January 23.—The Mudir, tho Commandant of Police, and others arrived, and, in 
conformity with the Decree of Juno 1889, the Mudir himself instituted a judicial 
inquiry. The inhabitants of the “ ezbeb ” were examined, but no inculpating information 
was obtained. Next a Bedouin named Sallaui was interrogated. For a long time he 
had lived close to the “ozboh,”nwl grazed camels and cattle there. His previous 
character was not impeached, lie denied any complicity with tho attack, but 
denounced as members of the gang tho son of the owner of tho “ ezbeh," the nephew of 
the owner, and one of tho servants. The son was examined and denounced thirteen 
others, amongst them his brother, a cousin, a relation over 80 years old, and a person 
who lived far from the “ ezbeh.” One of these in his turn denounced certain others, in 
numlter altogether twenty-one. All were arrested, and ten of tho number at first 
denied, hut subsequently confessed, that they had participated in tho attack. All the 
confessions were obtained after the parties had been in the luinds of the police for 
a night. 

The inquiry was conducted by tho Mudir in person, assisted by tho Commandant 
and the Mouawin. 

No stolon goods were found in the houses of any of the accused, or otherwise 
traced. Out of tho ten who confessed, six subsequently proved substantial alibis, and 
another was shown to have been in the resisting party of tho “ezbeh." 

When the trial came on all retracted their confessions, and alleged that they 
confessed in consequence of beiug beaten with sticks, suspended from the roof, hnviug 
their heads shaved aud then covered with crawling beetles, mid of other worse forms 
of cruelty. 

The Tribunal acquitted all the accused, and the Court of Apjieal confirmed this 
sentence, holding there was no evidence to support confessions which could not be 
received uuder circumstances which proved the use of torture. 

An inquiry was instituted into tlio alleged torture, and a doctor was sent with the 
inspector. The inspector reported that torture was not proved, hut the doctor reported 
separately that he examined six of tho alleged suiferers, ami found recent traces of 
severe beating on their persons. The other persons were for some reason not examined 
by tho doctor. 

The “ Procureur-Gencrnl " took tho matter up, and a new judicial inquiry was 
instituted with tho I’rcsideut of tho Tribunal as the Investigating Judge. A great deal 
of evidence was taken; tho alleged torture was supported not only by the sufferers, but 
by persons who heard their cries, who saw some of them uuable to walk, and who 
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lienrd thoir contemporaneous statements of cruel treatment. The sufferers also 
recognized the harbors, and the barbers wero not allied to deny the sharing. 

Tire Commandant and Mouawin and their subordinates denied the tortue, but 
added that all thoy did was done by the orders of the Mudir. It was not alleged by 
any witness that the Mudir was personally present at any torture. But ho conducted 
tho whole inquiry, and received the confessions. The Investigating Judge held there 
was no caso against tho Mudir, but ho sent to trial for torture tho Commandant, the 
Mouawin, and their subordinates. 

No substantial exculpatory evidence was adduced beforo tho Tribunal beyond tho 
denial of tho whole charge by the accused, and allegations of witnesses that thorc were 
no cries—witnesses who wore not believed. Tho prosocution relied on tire innocenco 
of those who confessed as strongly supporting thoir allegations of cruelty, of which 
there was also independent evidence. Tho Tribunal fouud all tho accused guilty. 

Tho matter camo up on ap]>cal. The Appeal Court acquitted all tho accused, not 
on tho ground that the alleged ill-treatment was not proved, but on the ground that if 
tho acts alleged were proved they were done by orders of a superior, and the accused 
could not be held criminally liable. This is contrary to tho principles of criminal law, 
and also to an Article of tho Penal Code (Article 117), which says, tliat where 
subordinates are proved to have indicted torture thoy are liablo to punishment, and 
their superior may also be punished if ho gave the order. The Euglish member of tho 
Court is stated to have refused to concur in tho acquittal. 


No. 9. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 3.) 


£ 


No. 280.) 

y Lord, Cairo, October 25,1890. 

I HAVE oommunicated to tire Egyptian Ministry for Foreign Affairs copy of the 
Mr. Poynter which was inclosed in your Lordship’s despatch No. 217 of the 
t, and I have asked Zuldkar Pasha to furnish me with an expression of 


letter from 
17th instant. 


the opinion of the responsible authorities of the Egyptian Government as to the best 
course to bo pursued in order to effect the work of preservation of tho Great Temple of 
Karnak, to which tho 8ocioty for tho Preservation of Ancient Egyptian Monuments 
have offered to contribute a sum of 500/. with which to commence operations. 

As soon as I receive tho answer of the Egyptian Government, which will be made 
to me after consultation with Colonel Ross, I will not fail to communioate it to your 
Lordship. 

I may add that tho whole question of the preservation of Egyptian antiquities is 
now engaging the best attention of the Egyptian Government, and of myself, and that 
I have hopes that before long I shall bo enabled to report to your Lordship that some 
satisfactory decision as to the future courso of action has been arrived at. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 10. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 10.) 


(No. 287.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 28,1890. 

I HAVE tho honour to incloso: 

1. A Report from Her Majesty’s Consul at Suakin, dealing partly with the 
question of trade and partly with the measures recently adopted with a view to 
preventing tho spread of cholera. 

2. A Memorandum of 8ir Francis Graufell’s, inclosing a Report from the Acting 
Governor of the Red Sea Littoral on the measures adopted to prevent tho spread 
of cholera. I beg this may bo returned, as it is in original. 

[760] * C 
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3. 8ome extracts from the diary of tho Intelligence Department of the Egyptian 
War Office at Suakin. 

This latter contains somo very interesting information as regards tho state of 
affairs in the Eastern Soudan generally, and more especially as regards the effect 
produced by allowing free trade in grain. 

I agree with Sir Francis Grenfell that moro frequent personal communication 
between Mr. Barnham and the Governor of the Red Sea Littoral is desirable. I have 
written to Mr. Barnliam in this sense. 

The Trade question has, ns your Lordship is aware, caused, from time to time, a 
good deal of difference of opinion among tho authorities at Suakin. Neither can this bo 
a matter for surprise, for tne subject is one of much difficulty. 

I am not prepared to recommend that free trade, which was stopped in consequence 
of the cholera, should for the present be allowed. 

The instructions, of which T have the honour to inclose a copy, arc about to 
be sent to Suakin. They will allow of a restricted trade. They have been drawn up 
by Sir Francis Grenfell, and I have expressed my concurrence in them. Full effect 
cannot be given to t hose instructions uutil the Quarantine Regulat ions arc relaxed, but 
it is believed that in a very short time the Quarantine Board will no longer consider 
tho existing Regulations necessary. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inolosure 1 in No. 10. 

Consul Burnham to Sir E. Baring. 

Sir, Suakin, October 18, 1890. 

AT your Excellency’s desire I here submit my views upon the policy now in force 
of prohibiting export of grain into tho Eastern Soudan. 

In doing so I must allude briefly to the Quarantine Regulations against cholera, 
from which the official sanction for tiiis policy is derived, and, more fully, perhaps, to 
tho famine which it so vitally affects. 

If this policy touched the Dervishes alone, tho question would be purely military, 
and I could have nothing to advance against it. This is a pica in favour of non- 
combatant Soudanese and those interested in trade. 

I am sensible that situated as they are at Suakin, with strict orders to remain on 
tho defensive, tho military authorities have strong reasons for approving this policy, 
but I am sure they are alive to the fact that there is another side to the question, and 
it is desirable that it should lx- stated as fairly and ns fully as possible. 

I will first refer to two out of many reasons which the military authorities have 
advanced in favour of this policy. It is contended:— 

1. That grain had been exported in enormous quantities, which accumulated in 
Dervish centres ns Commissariat of war. 

2. That this export was carried on systematically through agents of Osman Dignn 
in Suakin, and formed part of preparations which he was making for a march north 
with the object of attacking Egypt, conjointly with a force descending tho Nile. 

1. I have consulted the Custom-house Agent and the merchants. I find that 
during the last three months (July to September, inclusive) exactly 13,357 bags 
of dhourra entered Suakin. Without attempting to account absolutely for this amount 
up to date, 1 have ascertained that t,390 bags were exported to Trinkitat for Tokar in 
July, and that during August 0,550 bags left Suakin for llandoub, i.e., a total of 
lO.tVtO bags of dhourra went into the interior duriug that period. 

There are as nearly ns possible 2(5,000 bags on hand, unsold. The difference 
between the total forwarded to the interior and the amount on hand has been absorbed 
by famine relief, local consumption, and grain smuggled out of the town at night. 
That a large proiiortion of the grain exported went to the Dervishes is very probable, 
but it falls far suort of tho amount I was given to understand had reached them from 
8unkin prior to my return to this place. 

2. No person can be pointed out as having now or recently acted ns agent, 
in Suakin for the purchase of grain for the Dervishes. I first heard of Osman Digun's 
projected march north last spring, from tho Governor-General. At that time he had 
no information upon the subject through his intelligence Department. The report 
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came from Cairo, and was disbelieved here. I now know that it received some degree 
of confirmation from tho Khalifa’s “ Kiatil,” or Secretary, a deserter, who recently 
arrived from Khartoum and has been forwarded to Cairo. It is, however, hard to 
believe that Osman Digna would venture to mnrch through tho Bisharcen country, 
where there is little water, and leave his rear unguarded. The Bisharccns took no part 
in tho Mahdist movement, have nothing in common with Osman Digna, and I imagine 
further that tho military force at Wady Haifa has a controlling power over them. 

Whatever truth there may bo in this report, all fear ol such an attempt is 
removed by news which I have just heard that Osman Digna is being rapidly deserted 
by his followers. (Official.) I am told that this shows how well the policy has 
succeeded; that Digna had brought 2,000 fighting Jaaleens and Dongalowcesfrom 
Kassala, and an enormous train of women and children; that the stoppage of trade, 
forcing the price of grain up to GO dollars the bag, had made it impossible to feed 
them, and that they are retreating to Kassala, not only women and children, but 
fighting-men also. 

I respectfully submit that this policy has been carried far enough. I am told 
that an imminent danger has l>een averted, and that Osman Digna’s fighting strength 
is daily diminishing. If so, what more can tho military authorities hope to effect ? 
They will never starve the remnant of Osman Digna’s forces into surrender, for they 
can feed themselves on the coming crop. It is, moreover, impossible to conceal 
tho fact that in carrying out this policy great misery has been inflicted upon thousands 
of innocent peoples. 

In describing tho measures which have been adopted here to prevent the intro¬ 
duction of cholera, I would point out where I believe mistakes have ljeen made which 
have caused unnecessary suffering and loss of life. I do not do so wishing to reflect 
upon tho action of tho authorities, who have no doubt acted according to the best of 
tlicir judgment. 

This is what has happened: 

The export of grain was prohibited by Proclamation on the 2Sth August. On 
the receipt of nows of an outbreak of cholera at Massowah, it was decided to clear tho 
town of all strangers who were able to walk. On the evening of the 18th September 
rations of dhourra sufficient for four days were given out to between 5,000 and 
6,000 pcoplo, of whom about 2,500 wore in receipt of famine relief, the remainder 
living in mat-shelters with a certain amount of household property outside tho 
town gates. 

Next morning tho cavalry drove them out into the Desert, and a cordon of Arab 
police was drawn round tho forts to prevent their return. Others were embarked 
in dhows and sent, to Agig, G16, to ltowayyab. 113, and to Djezirct Abdullah, 120. 

There remained at Suakin about 800 sick and starved people in two zarebas 
between the town and tho forts, one being under tho care of the Government Staff, 
the other under that of Dr. Harper, Medical Missionary (C'.M.S.). 

Tho waste land to the north and cast of the town was reserved for tho establish¬ 
ment of quarantine camps for the troops in the event of an outbreak of cholera. 

The question suggests itself what became of this large body of people who were 
driven into the Desert last month r Not allowed to take their tents and chattels with 
them (excepting those who had donkeys, and they were few), these things were looted 
after their expulsion; 5 or 6 miles beyond the forts the food of many of them was 
seized by Dervish marauders. Many of them it seems wero strong enough to walk 
fairly well, for I have since heard of a party who passed through Tokar to the hills 
soutii of that place. 

AVlmt became of the weak ? I have asked this question in several quarters, and 
tho answer is that a very large number of them must have died. Several broko through 
the cordon and returned, to bo confined to a point on the northern shore of tho 
harbour, where they were allowed to subsist on shell fish, forbidden to approach 
tho town for bread, and compelled to steal round to the wells at. night in search of 
water. They were nearly 100, and led this miserable existence for seventeen days. 

They were then embarked in dhows for Agig. I visited that place a few 
days ago in Her Majesty’s ship “ Melita," and I found that the people who had bccu 
sent there were, generally speaking, in good condition. That being tho case, I wish tho 
island had been utilized more extensively for relief purposes. There is amplo space 
for 5,000 people, if need l)e, to bo fed and attended under the same conditions as are 
those now there. 

It would, no doubt, have entailed the services of a medical officer, and a ship 
would have to be frequently there condensing water; but l maintain that many 







of thoso who were expelled from Suakin last month would ho alive to-day if this 
course had l>een adopted. It could have been done, and with a due regard for the 
measures necessary to keep out cholera, which is the first consideration. When all 
fear of cholera was removed, the new crop l>oing ready, they could have been gradually 
drafted into the interior. 

Precautions against cholera are disregarded at Agig. The supply of condensed 
water being insufficient for tho wants of the islanders, they are allowed to pass freely 
to Adoubcna on the mainland, where they purchase water from tho Dervish picket 
which guards the wells, or exchange it with dhourra. 

Here, too, the cordon is ineffective. Strangers come in frequently. 

Tho merchants have begged mo to represent their case to your Excellency. The 
Banians havo handed mo the inclosed schedule showing tho total value of the goods 
which remain on their hands unsold (156,997 dollars). 

Tho dhourra has Ihjcu attacked by weevils and is spoiling. They have no other 
market to which they can re-export their goods without loss. If they send it over to 
Djoddah, it will probably be bought up and smuggled across to the Dervishes. 

I trust that if your Excellency thinks the danger of cholera has pnssed away, 
trade may bo resumed with tho interior. Tho fact that fresh dhourra has within 
tho last few days entered Ilnndoub from Berber shows that, soon, the policy will, in a 
military sense, have lost its force, for tho Dervishes will be independent of supplies 
from hero. Bain has been very plentiful, and the crops aro generally reported to 
bo good. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY D. BAllNHAM. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 10. 

Major-General Sir F. Grenfell to Sir E. Baring. 

Head-quarters, Egyptian Army , Cairo, 

8ir Evelyn Baring, October 27, 1890. 

I FORWARD herewith n Report from tho Acting Governor-General of the Red 
Sea Littoral relativo to the measures adopted to prevont the outbreak of cholera in 
Suakin. 

I consider that, in a difficult position, the Acting Governor-General did his duty 
remarkably well. 

And i regret that, beforo making an adverse Report to you, that Jir. Barnhara did 
not go straight to Captain l’ain and ask him for explanations, which ho would readily 
have given. 

Of course, the Government at Suakin is not popular while enforcing quarantine, 
and all sorts of misstatements arc circulated, and which appear to bo readily believed 
by the British Consul. But I trust that in future ho may seo his way to support tho 
Egyptian Government, and not attack it. 

I do not touch on the question of trado, which is undoubtedly his province to 
report on; but his statements of fact aro not entirely correct. 

(Signed) F. GRENFELL, Sirdar. 


Iudosurc 3 in No. 10. 

Colonel Kitchener to Major Pain. 

Governor-General, Rod Sea Littoral, October 10,1890. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tho 26th ultimo, and to 
acquaint you that the steps you therein report to linvo taken for the prevention of 
cholera at Suakin meet with my npproval. 

(Signed) II. II. KITCHENER, Acting Sirdar. 
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Inclosurc 4 in No, 10, 

Major Pain to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell . 

8irdar, . Suakin , September 25, 1890. 

I BEG to report, for your information, the steps I have taken as a precautionary 
measure against the cholera epidemic which has now reached the African coast. 

It having been unofficially made known to mo on the evening of the 15t.h instant 
that a steamer bound for this port had telegraphed to their agent here that cholera had 
broken out at Massowah, I telegraphed the following day to the authorities at 
Massowah to know whether the news was true, and, if so, was it spreading to the 
interior; the reply was: “Cholera extended amongst Arabs Massowah, Otutta (?), 
Monkullo, Shati, Gliinda, reaching fifty cases daily (since has spread to Asmara). M 
The same day I received the news of cholera from you, and the Egyptian Government 
orders that Massowah was to be placed in quarantine by sea and land. 

After careful consideration L came to the conclusion that the only possible way to 
effectually guard against the epidemic was to place a cordon round the town, and 
absolutely prohibit any person from passing the same; but here difficulties presented 
themselves:— 

1. The danger in the presence of a largo number of Arabs living outside the town 
of most unsanitary habits, and who may he classed as follows:— 

Those, mostly well-to-do, drawn hero by the considerable trade which has lx*en 
going on for some time past, those starving people who collected here at different 
times, mostly since the arrival of Osman Digna at Tokar, tempted by the distribution 
of food hero, and the largo number of widows and orphans who have been here for 
some time past with no means of living. 

2. The chances of the wells being contaminated. 

3. The distress which exists in the Eastern Soudan. 

4. The proximity of the Dervishes. 

To establish a cordon it was absolutely necessary that these people should be 
removed altogether outside the cordon or brought inside the town. On sanitary 
grounds, and also as the town is already crowded, the latter measure had to be dismissed 
at once, and it therefore became necessary to enforce the former. 

Suakin having to depend for its civil water-supply on the Shata wells, and the 
detached forts having to be provisioned and relieved, the only place a cordon could be 
established was round the outer forts, therefore the whole of the Arabs congregated in 
the line of the outer forts had to bo removed. The measures I adopted were as 
follows:— 

I assembled the Sheikhs of the well-to-do Arabs and told them that I was about to 
establish a cordon round the forts on sanitary grounds, and that it was absolutely 
necessary that they should remove themselves and their people from the vicinity of 
the town, and return hero when all chances of danger had passed. 

Those who had no means of livelihood and whom the Government had been 
assisting for some time past, I had carefully sorted, those who were ill and could not 
march from weakness or other causes I sent to the relief hospital, the widows and 
orphans to whom relief must be continued I sent to Agig to l>e fed there, and the 
others I sent to Itewjah for the same purpose, and the balance, I gave a supply of 
dhuurra to and told them to proceed to their own country. They were pleased with the 
arrangement. The following morning very fow r w r cro left, and after a few' days, 
excepting new' cases from Tokar, the ground was cleared of all Arabs, except 350 in 
the relief hospital at Government expense, and about *100 iu the hospital of 
Dr. Harper, Agent for the Aborigines Protection Society. The number in Agig is 
420, ami at ltawjah 212. By taking the above steps, I believe I have acted in the most 
humane manner I could under the circumstances, and I have cleared the town of a 
standing sanitary danger. It being impossible to continue the cordon by night, I 
withdrew all persons inside the gates of the tow n by gun-fire, and before the gates 
were open in the morning I had tho few* people found outside driven away; those who 
were new arrivals too ill or weak to walk, I sent to the relief hospital, and shall 
continue to do so until I hear that the Tokar district has become infected or any 
adjacent spots; for refugees who come from Tokar, and who it would bo impossible to 
send back, they being Egyptians, I have arranged Quarantine dhows, and shall continue 
to do so under tho nioresnid circumstances. With regard to the wells at Shata, 
supervision must be maintained; tho forts are from their distance apart too far for 
this purpose,consequently, lam constructing three small blockhouses to be garrisoned 
[700] ’ D 
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l>y town Blacks by night, one to be placed on tho top of Slmta embankment, the 
other two to the right and left front; the garrison will be armed with rifles, blank 
rounds, and l>all cartridge for defence, and they will form the well guard. 

"With regard to the distress in tho Eastern Soudan, the only thing I can do is, 
should any person he found outside the line of forts by the cavalry patrol in tho 
morning unlit to move away, I must deport them to either Agig or Rcwjah, thus 
avoiding all chance of their mixing with the people in here, hut always supposing no 
disease has appeared outside, when stronger measures must ho taken. Finally, with 
regard to the .Dervishes, as long as they do not interfere with tho wells, or fire ou the 
forts, 1 shall not interfere with them ; tho chances are they may ho mischievous not 
understanding the arrangements, particularly as it entirely prevents any possibility of 
food reaching them from here. 

With regard to the const arrangements, tho “ Mouklmn ” is guardslu'p at Agig, 
takes general supervision assisted by Government dhows and will have to condense 
water for the island should cholera appear at Tokar. Her Commander has instructions 
to generally supervise tho fowling of the poor and sanitary measures. 

The “ Adjmir” will, as soon as the " Negeliah ” or English war-ship arrives here, 
proceed to Ilcwjah for tho same purpose, and tho “ Clysma ” will patrol. 

An intelligence tent has l>eeii arranged near Fort Fonla, all persons being directed 
to proceed there who may desire communication with the town. 

Tho tow u has been divided into sanitary inspection circles, public latrccus erected 
outside the walls and scrupulous cleanliness insisted on from all. 

The majority of the people here are fully alive to tho necessity of these 
precautions and give me their support. 

With regard to outgoing trade, I have for the present suspended it in order to 
avoid Arabs being encouraged to come near the town. 

As people in the hospital for tho relief become strong I shall send them to 
Rcwjah or Agig, or permit them to go outside the cordon. 

For cordon purposes I have engaged sixty Arabs of this place with six Sheikhs, 
and for the night well-guard sixty town Blacks. 1 hope that ns long as tho risk is 
likely to continue I may obtain sanction to keep them at the rate of F. T. 50 per 
mensem per man, P. '1'. 100 per mensem per Sheikh—should I require funds. 

I inclose you the principal Medical Officer's Report to me, and trust that if you 
have any alteration vou would wish made you will inform mo as soon as possible. 

(Signed) G. RACKET PAIN, 

Acting Governor-General, lted Sen Littoral. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 10. 

Major Chey let to Major Rain. 

The Governor-General, Red Sea Littoral, 

WITH reference to your communication on the subject of cholera, I think the 
only moans which can lx* relied on to prevent the spreading of cholera to Suakin is to 
establish a cordon round the outlying forts, and to prevent absolutely any ono comiug 
within the line from the outside. 

Those people who arc encamped between the walls and outer forts should ho 
ordered to return to their homes on the hills till all risk of cholera has passed. They 
are a great source of danger to the town at present, as they offer great facilities for 
any one coming from Tokar or ilandoub to get into tike town, or to originate cholera 
among themselves, and so contaminate the wells. 

They also, through their persistent neglect of all sanitary matters, have con¬ 
taminated the ground to an alarming extent, and still continue to do so, in spite of tho 
efforts of the police to enforce cleanliness. 

Such persons among these natives as arc found unfit to travel for any reason 
should 1m: admitted into the hospital zareba, where they would he under a police 
guard. 

Each jM:rson in the hospital z.archu could Ih* provided with a metal number, so 
tluit there would he no possibility of any one from the suspected districts getting 
among them. The removal of the native# encamped outside the wnlls I also consider 
uu imperative necessity for their own sake#, as the entrance of any one capable of 
infecting the water supply or the ground would lead to enormous mortality among 
them. After the removal of these people it will lx* necessary to thoroughly clean the 







11 


ground on which they have been encamped; all excrement should l>e carefully buried 
and all other refuse collected in heaps, burned, and the ashes buried. 

The wells from which the great part of the townspeople draw their water supply 
should he carefully guarded to prevent any one fouling the ground around them, or in 
any of tho khors which drain into them. 

The surface of tho ground round each well for the space of at least twenty yards 
should he removed, and the fresh surface kept scrupulously clean. 

Tho townspeople should also lie advised to boil all their drinking water before use. 
In the absence of the civilian doctor I have arranged for a daily sanitary inspection of 
tho different parts of the town by officers Medical Corps, and the reports of all 
nuisances or neglect of sanitary regulations made to mo by these officers will ho 
forwarded to you daily. 

I think that the establishing of public latrines would be an excellent measure, if 
you consider it possible to enforce their use in the event of cholera breaking out in 
spite of these precautions. 

The sale of fruit or water melons in tho bazaars should bo prohibited. 

A stock of diarrhoea medicines should lie supplied by the Service Sanitaire to all 
police stations, so that any one suffering from diarrhoea could at once obtain medicine. 

The different Sheikhs should he held responsible that all cases of a suspicious 
character among their people arc at once reported to tho authorities. 

A cholera hospital should lx; at once established by the Service Sanitaire, and all 
cases of cholera should he removed to it with as little delay as possible to prevent tho 
further spread of tho disease. 

(Signed) J. PERCEVAL Cl I KYLES, 

liimbashi, Suakin. 


In closure 0 in Xo. 10. 

Summary of .Vetnt at Suakin. 

(Confidential.) 

THE escape of Sheikh ITamid-cl-Gcer cannot fail to exercise a most powerful 
effect on the Dervish cause in this ]>art of the Soudan. The Sheikh effected his escape 
by means of a Government dhow which I scut for him. lie was subsequently placed 
in quarantine, having no communication with any person of the town until yesterday; 
consequently, his statements may be received as perfectly unbiased, especially respecting 
his relations with the Italian Government. Tho Dervish plan of campaign was 
undoubtedly offensive, designed, firstly, by the fears occasioned hv constant rumours 
of Government activity; and, secondly, by the desire to keep up the Dervish movement. 
This 1 consider is especially shown by the fact that Osman Digna himself was not to 
proceed to Kosseir until tho other Emirs had achieved some measure of success, tho 
Dervishes relying on a system of constant activity to keep both tho Xilo troops and 
those on the lied Sea Littoral in a state of doubt and on the defensive, the Nilo 
Dervishes to move first should an opportunity occur. Tho number of men collected at 
Kassala is greater than f ever really supposed, and there can be no doubt, especially 
considering the large amount of min all along the hills to replenish the wells, that had 
Osman Digna been able to feed these troops a serious disturbance towards Kossier 
would have occurred, and an entirely new part of the country have been placed under 
Dervish influeuco. I wish to draw attention to tho Sheikh's statement as to trade, 
and 1 am emphatically of opinion that, if allowed at all, only locally-controlled trade 
should he allowed with the interior. At the present moment Omar Khisher, tho 
biggest Dervish merchant, is at llaudoub, and has undoubtedly large sums of money 
iu his possession, and is in correspondence with merchants of Suakin in the endeavour 
to carry out the Khalifa's orders regarding contraband. The Beit-ol-Mal tax alono 
must lie very considerable, and a welcome fund to maintain Dervish force. Tho Arabs 
have lately received a sliarp lesson, result of gate-closing at Suakin, one they are not 
likely to forget; a powerful machino could thus be placed in the hands of Government, 
although impossible according to existing regulations, should they at any future timo 
wish to use it. The statu of Tokar is such that I think, before the dhourra crop is 
allowed to ripen and tho inhabitants have recovered themselves, a forward movement 
by Government would meet with every success, and might bo entrusted to the Beni 
Amur and tho lludcndowns should they sec that Government really intended to 
reocoupy the country themselves once more. 

With regard to tho Italian question, I am of course uot iuformed. I need only 








remark on the earnestness with which the Sheikh pleads his cause to ho once more 
under Egyptian Government protection. Should his country still bo under Govern¬ 
ment influence, and should it be possible to entertain his desire, the Sheikh would 
certainly carry out cheerfully any Government orders entrusted to him, and, in my 
opinion, is capable of doing so. The value of Italian coast protection and supervision 
is shown bv the recent act of slave-running. 

(Signed) G. HACKET PAIN, 

Acting Governor , Red Sea Littoral. 

October 19.1890. 


Extracts from Suakin Official Diary. 

October -lth, 1890.—A messenger from Mohammed-cl-Geor (Sheikh of the Beni 
Amor), now an Emir at Tokar, came to the Governor, asking by word of mouth for a 
dhow to be sent to Mcrsh Mugdurn to transport the Sheikh himself with his family 
and thirty followers to Suakin, an opportunity having occurred of his effecting his 
escape to Government. The messenger reported Osman Digna as convalescent, but at 
present powerless to advance. The various tribes of Arabs have moved from Tokar in 
all directions. Thoro remain only about 800 men in the Dervish camp. 

October Olh. —Osman Digna’s force has greatly diminished, about 2,000 to 2,500 
men only remain in the rebel camp, and many of these only await an opportunity to 
escape. At Tokar there arc many thousands of starving people, who cannot leave on 
account of poverty and illness. Osman Digna comforts them by assuring them that, 
if they remain faithful, they will, when dead, be rewarded. 

October 10th. —The Soudanese from Haiuloub report the majority of Arabs have 
left for the hills, and that there are not more than 250 fighting men in camp. 


Statement of Sheikh Humid-el-Geer, of the Naptub or principal Tribe of Beni-Amers. 

I was summoned to Suakin by Colonel Chcrmside Pasha ns Governor of the town, 
and an agreement was sealed whereby I was to collect the Beni Amor tribe and to 
cuter into Treaty with the Abyssinians to co-operato with mo in an attack upon 
Kassala to drive out the Dervishes. 

I left Suakin and returned to my country, commencing to treat with Abyssinia, 
but uas seized through treachery at Senhcit and made a prisoner by Has Alula. When 
I had bceu in confinement for three months, I succeeded in escaping to Daga. I 
collected my family and went to Osman Digna at Kassala, who gave mo twenty-five 
horsemen and 150 rifles for my standard. 

Meanwhile, Chcrmside Pasha had sent Mnrcopoli Bey to treat with Ras Alula for 
my release. 

From Kassala I was summoned to Khartoum by the Khalifa, and I remained 
there for fifteen months, when he sent me out as Emir of Daga. On my arrival I 
received a letter from Kitchener Pasha, the Governor of Suakin, tolling mo to collect 
my family and come to Agig. This letter fell into the hands of the Emir of Kassala, 
who instantly placed me in chains and seized all my property. 1 nas released by 
request of Osman Digna, who wished me to urge the Beni Amer to follow him to 
Kassala, which I did. On the arrival of the Beni Amer I was made Emir of the 
district. There was insufficient food at Tokar to feed the force there, and to complete 
the ruin of Osman Digna’s follon’ers tho Government closed tho gates of Suakin for 
trade. 

As soon as the pressure of starvation was felt, desertions began in all directions. 
I then managed to send a messenger to Suakin asking assistance to escape. 


General Narrative of Sheikh Hamtd-el-Geer. 

After defeat of Wad-en-Nojumi, tho Khalifa called Osman Digna to Klmrtoum to 
consult him and form future plan of operations. It was considered as certain that 
Government would slowly advance towards Khartoum, and this, at all hazards, was to 
bo prevented. The Arabs along banks of Nile wero known to bo inclined towards 
Government, thereupon Dervish forces must not remain idlo. It was therefore 
arranged that Osman Digna should collect all available men in the Eastern Soudan 
and advance in the direction of Kosscir. llciuforcements Mere also to bo sent to 





Dongola to operate in that vicinity; between these two forces Government would bo 
" fixed ” and perploxcd, and, in placo of advancing, would consider the best means to 
repel invasion. 

After these plans were decided upon, the Khalifa issued a great Proclamation 
calling upon all men to embrace the true faith and strengthen themselves in it; that all 
true believers should follow* the standard of Osman Digna, who then left Kliartoun 
with many people, including myself and the Sheikh of Abadis. 

At Kassala Osman Digna collected all tribes round Dindoh and Kassala; he then 
attacked the Beni Amer at Daga because they would not join him. 

llaving collected his force at Kassala, he dispatched a camel-man to inform 
the Khalifa that his force was 8,000 men with 18,000 women and children for 
transport. 

At once a famine commenced, and the pooplo could not be fed, causing deaths 
and desertions in all directions. Osman then sent as many as possible to Tokar to be 
fed. There, however, it was soon found that there was only food enough for the 
principal Dervishes, and the final collapse came when Government shut the gates of 
8unkin. The result was that all the Arabs deserted to Suakin, Bcrlwr, Kassala, or the 
Khor Baraka. 

Last month Osman made an account of grain remaining at Tokar, and found 
300 sacks of all kinds. He is himself in good health again, but has almost lost his 
self-control from fury at this failuro. 

It is impossible to estimate correctly the force at Tokar—so many desertions occur 
daily—but it certainly does not exceed 1,000 men who might oppose troops; this 
includes cavalry, the mass of whom are to leave at onco for Berber. So many 
desertions occur daily that the force must naturally diminish rapidly. 

Osman Digna must remain quiet now; lie is powerless. 

After Osman left Khartoum, the Khalifa summoned numerous Emirs to him to 
hear his commands. 

Ahmat Mahommcd is to remain with the Khalifa, waiting the arrival of Hamid 
Darab Kati, but the latter has been sent to return to Government to play spy for tho 
Dervish cause. The Government has stopped this by sending him to Cairo. 

Tho Khalifa, in openiug trade, does not desire merchandize, but powder and lead 
to be hidden in the goods. 

The orders of tho Khalifa w'ero secretly read in my presence at Tokar ns to tho 
smuggling of pow'dcr and lead from Suakin in goods, and four w’cll-known merchants 
were named to carry this order out. Tho ivory in the treasury was to be exchanged 
with these merchants for smuggled ammunition. 

About three months ago Omer Khishcr forwarded from 350 to 500 okes of powder 
to Khartoum, mixed up in merchandize from Suakin, with caps and rifles for Khartoum 
and Tokar. The Khalifa then ordered ouly powder and lead to be sent, having enough 
rifles. 

For some timo past tho ammunition difficulty 1ms been tho cause of great anxiety 
at Khartoum ; many attempts have boon made without success to manufacture guu- 
powder. 

I do not know who the agents at Suakin are, who work in league with tho 
four Tokar merchants, though Omar Kliisbor has a brothor, Mohamet Khisber, at 
Suakin. 

Tho four principal Dervish Emirs are (1) Osman Digna; (2) Osman Ginno; 
(3) Ex Zcki; (1) Abou Girgeh, 

The first is considered the most faithful, and Abou Girgeh is known to bo the 
most efficient, a clever man with a clour head and very popular with tho people. Ho 
has done for me many a good turn, especially when my property was confiscated by 
Emir Said Hamid at Kassaln. Ho is a great friend of nunc, and often, in private 
conversation, ho has told mo that Dervish rule is not just, that he at heart is tired of 
being an adherent, and has a loaning towards the Government. The reasons which 
still tie him to the Dervishes arc, that ho commanded on tho Blue Nile during tho 
seigo of Khartoum. "When Khartoum fell, ho of course obtained much monoy and 
laud. All this ho would loso if he deserted. 

The Italians arc feeding and giving money to my peoplo at Daga. This is against 
my wish. I am tho Chief Sheikh of tho Beni Amer tribe. If any Treaties havo been 
made with the Italians during my enforced absence, my seal aud permission have not 
been obtained. I desire to belong to tho Egyptian Government, and wish for Govern* 
meat to ride my country again and not to permit its being handed over to tho Italians. 
I daily, when at Tokar, received news from Daga bv Beni Amer camel-men. My people 
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are loud in their complaint# that Government has abandoned them because they were 
once foolish enough to fight with Dervishes, and has handed them over to the Italians. 
I could with ease have escaped through the Khor Baraka to Massowah, but wished to 
join Government again. On a word from Egypt I can collect all my people, perhaps 
a fow small Sheikhs would hang back, but the people would come. Further, many of 
my men are enlisted as irregulars at Massowan, but, at a word from me, they would 
desert with or without their arms. My people waited long, but only when they 
discovered that the Egyptian Government did not intend to advance and protect them, 
did they join the Italians to assist them against Dervish rule. 

The Dervishes fear au Italian advance on Kassala, and there has heen a skirmish 
l»ctweon 100 Abvssinians with 300 Beni Amor and a Dervish force from Kassala. 

The Iladcndowas are weak now from war and Dervish rule, but the Beni Amer 
are strong and powerful and in no way crippled. After the first Dervish defeat and 
occupation of Tokar, all tribes would flock to Government, and Dervishes retire to 
Khartoum. 

The Beni Amer are numerous, and I could summon perhaps 20,000 men who 
would obey my command. The Beni Amer and ITadendowas, to whose district Tokar 
belongs, arc at peace, and waiting for Government action. 

The Italians went into agreement with another Sheikh to negotiate with me, or, 
failing this, with Osman Digna, for the purpose of securing my person. For this they 
offered 500 dollars. I say this in case the Italians now say that I had made a Treaty 
with thorn. During famine times the Italians sent camel loads of food to the Beni 
Amer in Abyssinia, to begin their influence. On the offer of some Englishmen to 
buy land about Tokar to grow cotton, Osman Digna ordered that they should be 
encouraged, and only a small ]>ercentage of the money given to the owners of the 
land, the rest going to the treasury. But the Arabs cannot now waste land on 
cotton, they require it all for grain. On the arrival of a recent force at Khartoum, 
desertion at once commenced from want of food. 

With reference to Senoussi, the Mahdi lmd told him to come and Ik; made one of 
his successors. Senoussi refused, stating that he was no true Mahdi, and that lie 
would not obey him. The Khalifa, therefore, dispatched a force under Osman Giano, 
who was repeatedly repulsed by Senoussi to the north-west of Darfur, who then 
ordered his men to join an English force, which lie heard was approaching, and to 
crush the Mahdi. The Khalifa still remains very much afraid of Senoussi. 

The defeat of Wad-en-Nojumi broke the backbono of the Khalifa. That force was 
the flower of his army. If Government had advanced at once, all would now have 
heen over, as the Dervishes were completely demoralized. 

(Signed) II. W. JACKSON, Bmbas/ii. 


Instructions to be sent by the Egyptian IT or Office to Suakin. 

Trade will bo allowed at Suakin and all Government ports on the Red Sea 
Littoral, under the following restrictions:— 

Any person coming to Suakin or any Government port will be permitted to 
purchase aud take out required supplies, unless there is reason to supposo that the 
supplies are for the use of a Dervish force, or to establish a market for the support of 
Dervishes. 

No export by sea for the Red Sea Littoral can be permitted to other than Govern¬ 
ment ports. 

Trade in arms, powder, and munitions of war are strictly prohibited. 


No. 11. 

Sir E. Daring to the Maryuis of Salisbury.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 290.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 31, 1890. 

I COMMUNICATED your Lordship’s despatch No. 210 of the 17th instant, and 
its inclosure, to Colonel Ross, who has assumed the duties of Secretary to the Public 
Works Department during the temporary absence of Sir Colin Monorieff. I have 
now the honour to inclose a Memorandum which Colonol Ross has prepared at my 
request. 
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Mr. Cope Whitehouse appears to bo under some misapprehensiou when be 
observes that Sir Colin Moncrieff has acceded to the appointment of a Commission to 
report on the question of what further works should be executed in Egypt. The 
great success which has so far attended the labours of the Irrigation Department in 
Egypt has been, in no small degree, due to the fact that they Imvo proceeded with 
extreme caution. There is no branch of the question which demands greater caution 
than the storage of the waters of the Upper Nile. This is one—though not the only 
one—of the reasons which have induced the Egyptian Government to decline to 
entertain the proposals which Mr. Cope Wliitchouse has frequently pressed upon 
them. The English officers of the Irrigation Department, in whose judgment I 
entertain the utmost confidence, and by whose advice I shall bo entirely guided in 
any recommendations I may submit to your Lordship, arc far from being convinced 
that it would bo desirablo to adopt the plan which has been advocated by Mr. Cope 
Whitehouse. The present state of affairs is that Mr. Willcocks and a staff of 
engineers will, during the course of the winter, thoroughly examine the question of 
water storage. "When Mr. Willcocks has submitted his views, they will be further 
examined by the central authorities of the Public Works Department, and it will then 
be for Sir Colin Moucricff and those workiug with him to decide whether any steps, 
and, if so, what stops should lie taken with a view to obtaining the opinion of 
competent experts outside Egypt. It is not at all certain that the appointment of a 
Commission will be either necessary or desirable; and it would be altogether prema¬ 
ture to discuss the question until Mr. Willcocks’ Report has been received. I may 
add that it is certain that no storage works can in any case be commenced until 1892 
at the very earliest. 

Mr. Cope "Whitehouse states that he has been invited to Berlin by the 
Geographical Society, and he solicits an expression of your Lordship’s opinion as to 
how far he is at liberty to excite the interest of those he may be able to reach on his 
way to Egypt, and after ho has arrived in this country. I submit to your Lordship 
that in this matter Sir. Cope Whitehouse is quite at liberty to take any action he may 
think fit. Nothing but good can come of the fullest public discussion of the matter 
in which Mr. Cope Whitehouse takes an interest. 

There can be no objection to a copy of Colonel Ross’ Memorandum as also of the 
remarks contained in this despatch being communicated to Mr. Cope Whitehouse, but 
it should be distinctly understood that although the Egyptian authorities aro most 
willing to furnish any information in their power to Mr. Cope Whitehouse upon 
matters in which he has taken such an intelligent interest, they do not on that account 
recognize that, whatever Ikj the system ultimately adopted for storing the waters of 
the Upper Nile, Mr. Cope "Whitehouse has any claim whatsoever upon them for com¬ 
pensation or recompense. 

(Confidential.) 

It is desirable that some care should be taken in communicating with Mr. Cope 
Whitehouse. lie cutertains the most exaggerated ideas of the importance of the plans 
which lie has submitted to the Egyptian Government, and I feel pretty confident that, 
sooner or later, he will advance a claim for compensation or recompense on a very 
large scale. Hence the remarks which I have made above. 

I may as well take this opportunity of stating the main facts as regards Mr. Cope 
Whitehouse and his possible claims. They are easily comprehensible to any one, 
although uuacquaiuted with the technical arguments, which bear on the question. 
Mr. Cope Whitehouse is a scholar. In the course of his reading he came to the con¬ 
clusion that a depression existed to the south of the Eayouin which he thought was 
the ancient Lako Moeris. A survey was made and levels were taken. It was dis¬ 
covered that tho depression indicat'd exists. I believe that those who are competent 
to speak on the subject think that the depression is certainly not tho site of tho 
ancient Lako Moeris. That, however, is a point of purely antiquarian interest. 

This, in reality, constitutes the whole of Mr. Cope Whitehousc’s case. 

It is not at all oortaiu that tho system of reservoirs advocated by Mr. Cope White- 
house will be ultimately adopted. 

Many of tho best engineers aro in favour of tho alternative project which consists 
in erecting a dam across the Nile. If tliis latter project were adopted, Mr. Cope 
Whitehouso would, of course, have no claim wliatever on the Egyptian Government. 
Neither would he have any claim if (he reservoir Bystem be adopted unless the Wady 
Raijan bo used os one of the reservoirs. In this latter ouse, ho would havo no legal 
claim, but undor all the circumstances of the case, it might become a question for 
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consideration whether, in recognition of the fact that ho first indicated the depression 
which exists at Wady Raijan, he might not receive some reward, which, however, need 
not in any case be considerable in amount. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 11. 

Memorandum by Colonel Ross respecting Storage Reservoirs in the Nile Valley. 


Demand for Summer Irrigation. 

THE demand for summer irrigation has very largely increased during the past 
four years. It is a common saying that summer irrigation represents profit. The 
other crops only pay the Government land tax and farming expenses. Even in those 

S arto of the Delta in which cotton irrigation is well developed there is an increasing 
emand for summer water for the irrigation of vegetables, sugar cane, and early maize. 
The summer sown maize is more valuable than that sown after the Nile has risen, as 
the crop ripens bofore tho October fogs and cold can stunt it. 

Reclamation of Northern part of Delta. 

Again, in the northern part of the Delta, owing to the reclamation effected by 
means of the new drainage cuts, there is a constantly increasing demand for summer 
irrigation. Firstly for rice in tho recently reclaimed lands, and afterwards for cotton. 
Where summor water is plentiful tho rice crop is a very efficient agent in reclaiming tho 
land from salt. Again, for 50 miles above Cairo (southward) tho lands bordering tho 
Nile can be put under summer crops with great profit, and, in fact, it is notorious that 
these lands pay tho land tax of P. T. 150 with very great difficulty, and their owners 
arc clamorous for summer irrigation. The Egyptian Government, moreover, feels that 
in a few years a reduction of revenue must be made unless the produce of these lands 
is increased by summer irrigation. 

New Tracts to be Irrigated. 

There arc also largo strips of country bordering tho Desert that can be reclaimed 
and which will in a few' years demand summer water. Tho two most notable arc 
those on the Nubariyah Canal, on tho west of tho Delta, and tho lands on tho old 
Wardan Canal on the north edge of the Fayoum depression. 

Improved Steam Machinery. 

The introduction of numerous improvements in steam engines for raising water 
has much diminished tho cost of lifting water, and as many burn cotton stalks the 
means of irrigation are available to even a very small class of’ cultivators. 

Experience of 1888 and 1889. 

Till recently it was hoped that tho utilization of the total summer supply, arrested 
by the barrage and turned into tho Delta canals, would give satisfactory results, but 
tbe exiMjrienccs of tho low summer supplies of the years 1888 and 1889 have shown 
that with a supply of only 22,000,000 cuoic metres passing Cairo any development of 
rice irrigation m the northern half of the Delta is practically impossible and the water 
supply of Alexandria is most precarious. 

Discharge of Average Years. 

In ordinary years the supply of 30,000,000 cubic metros daily passing Cairo will 
suffice for the summer supply, out it is fouud by examining the records of gauges at 
Aswan since 1870 that the summer supply has fallen short of the average (luring 
seven years out of twenty, lienee it becomes necessary to increase the available 
summer supply to meet these constantlv increasing demands, and thcro is no other 
means of increasing the supply except by storage in reservoirs of the surplus flood 
and winter water of the Nile. Tho stored water is gradually given back to the Nile 
during the 100 days of summer, during which time tho greatost demand exists. 
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Methods of Storage. 

There arc three ways of ponding water:— 

1. By submerging extensive plateaux existing south of Gebel Silsa (about 50 miles 
north of Assouan) and at other places up the valley as far as Berber. These plateaux 
avc submerged to such a depth that a sufficiency of water will be stored. This is 
eirected by making a high dam in the Nile bed aud providing regulating apparatus to 
allow the water to escape in the desired quantities. 

2. By storing water in the bed of the Nile itself by means of a dam founded on 
the granite bars in tho Nile bed. The dam holds up to a high level the water passing 
down the Nile, but docs not stop the flow of the water suddenly The water is then 
gradually run olf the lake alwvo the dam during summer to increase tho natural supply. 

3. By diverting the excess flood of the Nile into large hollows in tho Desert which 
arc much*below the level of the river. Tho upper part of the deep water filling this 
hollow is allowed to run back into the Nile in summer. Tho lower part of the water 
remains in the hollow, so that after the hollow has been filled onco it is not necessary 
to refill more than the upper 15 feet which have been allowed to flow back into the 
Nile. 

Merits , fife., of the three Schemes. 

The merits and demerits of theso three distinct methods cannot be shown fully in 
a short technical note. So far as wo know from Mr. Willcocks’ reconnaissances of 
last winter, the plateaux indicated by 31. dc la Motto arc, in one case, much smaller 
than he supposed, aud, in tho other, of such a height above tho Nile that a dam is 
practically impossible. We do not know anything of tho plateaux south of Wady Haifa. 

In the second scries of projects, that of a moderately high dam in the granito 
gorges of the Nile, the advantages are : constantly flowing water through the ponded 
valley, small loss of Nile mud in flood-time by deposition, facility of storing the neces¬ 
sary quantity of water, even after low floods like 1887 and 1888. The disadvantage is 
the instability of this class of work. We also do not know at what rates work can bo 
done in tho Desert above Assouan. The climate will be very trying to Europeans in 
summer, the very time when work will be most actively pushed on. 

Wady Rayydn. 

In the third series of projects, that of filling hollows whose beds are below tho 
Nile level, such as the Wady Rayydn, we have had a survey made of the Rayydn 
Basin, and know its contents. 

Tho preliminary project, worked out by Colonel Western, requires modification, 
to render it more easily practicable and to insure the filling of the reservoir’s deep part 
in a year or two. 

Tho advantages of this class of project arc:— 

1. That it gives us control over high Nilo floods. 

2. That the conditions are eminently stable, i.e., the reservoir cannot burst. 

The disadvantages arc:— 

1. The hollow cannot bo tilled in its initial stages in bad years like 1877, 1884, 
1888. 

2. The upper 15 feet from which we draw the summer supply cannot bo refilled 
during low flood Niles, so that the result of a low flood like 1887 and 1888 will be 
a drought in the next summer if the summer irrigation shall havo been developed in 
a scries of good years after the reservoir is made. 

3. The cost of the amended project will 1>c not less than 2,000,000/. 

Measures to he undertaken in H’inter of 1890. 

As regards measures to bo undertaken this winter, it is proposed to send 
Mr. Willcocks and a staff of Arab onginccrs up to study tho Nile between Aswtin 
and Wady Haifa to find out whero tho cells aud gorges of good rock exist. The 
technical question of stability of dam and its offeet on the regime of tho Nilo will be 
discussed in Egypt and in Europe, so that n thorough criticism of tho project may 
he had from others than the Egyptinu staff of Public Works Engineers. 

(Signed) J. N. ROSS, Lieutenant-Colonel, Under-Secretary 

of State ad interim, and Inspector-General of 
Irrigation. 

October 30, 1390. 
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Sir E. haring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 10.) 


(No. 291.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 1, 1890. 

LAST summer I happened to he reading a hook eutitlcd “ Egyptian Sketches,” 
written by an American gentleman, Mr. Lynch, who travelled in Egypt about a year 
ago. Mr. Lynch stated that the stones of the Pyramids were being used for tho 
construction of an hotel. I at once caused inquiries to be made, and satisfied myself 
that no harm was being done. 

A short time ago I noticed the inclosed letter which was published in the “ Times ” 
of the 16th October, and in which attention is again drawn to the same subject. 

I frequently visit the Pyramids, but I preferred, rather than to rely on my own 
judgment, to obtain a Report from Colonel Ross, who, as an engineer, and by reason 
of the interest he takes in Egyptology, is especially qualified to ileal with the subject. 
I have now the honour to inclose the Report which I have received from Colonel Ross, 
which confirms the opinion I had previously formed, that no harm whatever is being 
done to the Pyramids. 

A good many inaccurate and exaggerated statements have recently appeared in 
the press on the subject of the preservation of Egyptian monuments. As your 
Lordship is aware, however, I have for some time past been convinced that the present 
system does not give results which arc altogether satisfactory, and that it requires 
improvement. I have been in discussion with Sir Francis Grenfell, Colonel Ross, and 
others on the subject, hut no dcfiuitc decisions can be taken until M. Gr<5baut returns 
from France, where he is now, I believe, engaged in superintending the preparation of 
a catalogue for the Museum. M. Grdbaut is expected to arrive in about a fortnight’s 
time. In the meanwhile I have spoken to Count d’Aubigny on the subject. I told 
him that I had no wish whatever to take up this matter m a spirit hostile to French 
interests in Egypt, rather I would invoke his friendly co-operation in dealing with 
a subject which must be a matter of common interest to the learned world and the 
general public whether of France, England, or other countries. I added that every one 
must recognize the great services rendered to the cause of Egyptology by eminent 
Frenchmen, and although he would certainly not claim neither could I recognize that 
this branch of arahn'ological science constituted a French monopoly, at the same time 
I was most anxious that the defects in the present system, winch admittedly existed, 
should be remedied without in any wav wounding the susceptibilities of the French 
Government and nation. I have received the most satisfactory assurances of co¬ 
operation from Count d’Aubigny, anil although in a matter of this sort it will probably 
Ik* well nigh impossible to devise a plan which will he of a nature to command general 
assent, or one which will entirely arrest the gradual decay and destruction of the 
monuments, at the same time 1 hope and believe that some considerable improvements 
in the existing system may be effected. I shall not fail to report to your Lordship the 
result of further negotiations on this subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure 1 iu No. 12. 

Extract from the “ Times” of October 16, 1890. 


The Pyramids as Buieding Material. 

To tho Editor of the " Times.” 

Sir, October Id, 1890. 

TI3E “ Bosphoro figyptien ” for tho 1st October announces a uew act of astounding 
vandalism, which that amiable journal does not hesitate to insinuate is connived at by 
tho Egyptian Government. Three gangs of workmen under two local Sheikhs arc 
daily extracting blocks from the lower courses of the two largest Pyramids of Gizeli. 
These are broken up on the spot, and carried away on camel-back for building 
purposes. The Sheikhs allege that they are doing this work of destruction by permis¬ 
sion of the Government; whereas they have, it is said, obtained only a permit autbo- 
xizing thorn to remove scattered blocks (“ dcs blocks £parpiU6s ”). 



That these Arabs should exceed their licence is not surprising; but it is surely, to 
say the least of it, extraordinary that n Government, partly administered by Europeans, 
should have grouted such powers to native overseers, unchecked by the presenco of 
one of their own officials. 

The Pyramids do not belong to the Khedive nor to his Government; they do not 
even belong to the Egyptians. They are the inheritance of the world. 

1 am, «&c. 

(Signed) Ax Angi.o-Eoyi*tun. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 12. 

Note on Excavations in the Pyramid Debris. 

THE two great Pyramids of Gizch were stripped of their casing stone first (as is 
recorded) by the Arab invaders in the early part of the .Moslem conquest. Tradition 
says that the stone went to build the older mosques of Cairo. The casing stone 
consisted of large blocks of the very best, limestone, pure, hard, and of a very even 
grain. This casing stone is quite different from the very indifferent stone, of most 
variable quality, which makes up the remainder of the Pyramids. 

2. In the process of demolition the Arabs evidently began at the liottom, and 
quarried off the fine large casing stones, cutting vertically for about 10 feet into the 
Pyramid. They must have rolled down the stones one after the other, after probably 
breaking them up in situ, so that their debris rolled down the Pyramid forming a 
talus about 40 feet high on tho four faces of the Pyramid. 

The composition of this talus varies greatly. In the Great Pyramid, except on 
its cast face, the chips are very small, mostly not larger than the band, but one on the 
east face of the Great Pyramid, and on all four faces of the second Pyramid, there are 
large stones from about 3 feet by 2 feet, and 2 feet up to stones of one cubic yard 
each. In tho second Pyramid especially there aro upwards of fifty casing stones on 
one side alone that have been brought to light by the recent excavations. 

3. Tho demand for broken stono has been considerable. Tho pitching of the 
northern face of tho Pyramid Hoad has, I believe, liecn done by stono from the debris. 
In tho last three years the exclusive building operation at the Mena House Hotel have 
created a demand. To supply this demand, the Director of tho Gizah Museum, 
M. Grdbaut, made arrangements with the engineer in charge of the hotel lmildiug 
operations, to supply stone to him. M. Gidbaut mode the necessary arrangements for 
digging in the debris; Mr. Locke-lving paying the men engaged in the oxcavation. 
The digging is undev several trustworthy Jledouins of the village near, who arc 
constantly engaged on or about the l’yramid. They arc ordered not to allow the 
breaking up of shn|>oly stones of great sizo oven when lying at a distance from the 
Pyramid foot, and above all, to prevent removal of any stone in situ in the courses of 
the Pyramid. 

4. Were the debris composed of a fair amount of shapeless blocks, there would 
not be much temptation to split up the shapely casing stones that have fallen down 
from above, and have been brought to light by tho removal of the debris. But tho 
small chips arc as at least fifteen to one of tho blocks, and it is a long and costly 
affair to reach the chips to got out the blocks. The immense bank of chips throwu 
out in a bank parallel to the Pyramid faces, show how much had to he moved. At the 
samo time, the existence of large numbers of blocks in the breach excavated show 
that supervision has existed, and I think it probable that only in the case of a few 
roughly broken casing stones, the best fallen stones still lie where they fell. 

5. Prom an arclueologioal point of view it is, in my opinion, most desirable that 
the lower courses of the Pyramids should be exposed, as it is interesting to note the 
preparation of the natural rock and to see the maguificcnt setting of the largo blocks 
composing the first three courses. It is rather to be regretted that M. Grdbaut should 
have started work on all eight faces of the two Pyramids. The hotel is nearly finished, 
and in anothor month the demand will cease ana tin- trenches will bo left half dug, 
and in no ease is then* any length of the Pyramid foot disclosed. The rubbish will be 
useful for roads, but of that tlicro is enough to macadamize all tho roads near for 
many years. 

0. Tho fallen casing stones are already being chipped by boys who sell to tourists 
fragments of their weathered surface. 





7. In conclusion, I think no damage whatever has been done to tho Pyramids. 
On the contrary, many interesting stones have been brought to light and the real base 
has in some cases been exposed. A casual observer might think from the whiteness of 
tho newly exposed courses that they had been recently broken, but this is not tho 
case. 

(Signed) J. N. ROSS, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


No. 13. 

Sir K. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 10.) 

« 

(No. 292.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 2, 1890. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 287 of the 28th ultimo on the subject of the 
grain trade at Suakin, I have the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy 
of a Memorandum by General Sir Francis Grenfell giving the substnuce of the 
opinions on the subject of Hamed Darab Kati, the chief Sheikh of tho Amarn Arabs, 
who is now in Cairo. Your Lordship will perceive that this Sheikh, who General 
Grenfell assures me, spoke freely without any pressure, states that he would prefer the 
entire stoppage of trado rather than that open trade with Tokar should exist. 

This Sheikh Hamed Darab Kati is the man whose desertion from Suakin and 
subsequent return on the establishment of the existing Quarantine Regulations formed 
the subject of Mr. Portal’s despatches Nos. 235 and 210 of the 22nd July and tho 
4th August, and General Grenfell further informs me that the Sheikh of the friendly 
Hadendowns also l>eggcd that the trade might lie closed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 13. 

Major-General Sir F. Grenfell to Sir E. Baring. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir E. Baring, War Office, Cairo, October 81, 1890. 

HAMED DAREB KATI, head Sheikh of the Amarn tribe, is now in Cairo, and 
shortly returns to Suakin. 

T have questioned him on tho trade proposals. 

He states that he and his tribe infinitely prefer that entire stoppage of trado 
. should exist than that open trade with Tokar be permitted. 

He says that when the gates are open natives loyal to tho Government get nothing; 
natives friendly to the Dervishes get a small quantity of grain; but the great bulk 
falls into Dervish hands, and is used by them exclusively, and, lately, while great 
distress prevailed among the tribes, grain was stored in the Dervish storehouse, to 
enable fighting men to lie concentrated for military purposes. 

On being questioned as to tho possibility of restricted trado, thnt is to say, to 
insure the Amaras and lladondowas obtaining grain while preventing the Dervishes in 
every way from obtaining supplies. He replied that he believed this was quite 
feasible, and, as far as his tribe was concerned, lie has no doubt that, while not strong 
enough to attack the Dervish camps, that they are quite strong enough to defend their 
convoys; that, if he is permitted to make arrangements for the grain purchased by his 
tril>e, this duty shall be carried out to tho satisfaction of Government. 

No doubt this question presents great difficulties, and much can be said on both 
sides as to complete free trade or as to trade carried on under certain restrictions.^ But, 
as one of the principal arguments used by those in favour of free trade is the injustice 
to tho tribes in forbidding trade and the certainty of grain falling into Dervish hands, 
it is curious to find a tribal Sheikh who prefers absolute prohibition to unlimited 
trade, because, undor the first, the Dervish is unable to exist and leaves the countrv, 
while with freo trade Dervishes from Kassala aro attracted to Tokar, and the friendly 
tribes suffer from their extortion and cruelty. 

(Signed) F. GRENFELL, Sirdar. 
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No. 14. 

The Marqui# of Salisbury to Sir Vi. Vanng. 

(No. 230.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 14, 1890. 

I IIAVE received your despatch No. 291 of the 1st instant, on the subject of the 
preservation of ancient Egyptian monuments. 

Your proceedings as reported in that despatch are approved by Tier Majesty’s 
Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 15. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Barinu. 

(No. 231.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 1 1, 1890. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 287 of the 28th ultimo, 
respecting the state of affairs at Suakin, and the precautions takon to prevent the intro¬ 
duction of cholera into that. town. 

Ilcr Majesty’s Government have learnt with great concern from Mr. Consul 
Bamham’s Report of the 18th ultimo, inclosed in your despatch, the sufferings caused 
to the Arabs who were within the lines of Suakin by their removal from tho immediate 
neighbourhood of tho town. 

This measure was one of precaution against, the introduction of cholera through 
possible contact of the Arabs near Suakin with other Arab tribesmen from the vicinity 
of Massowab, where tho disease was prevalent. 

Ilcr Majesty’s Government deeply regret the necessity which arose for the forced 
removal of these poor Arab people, but they are glad to sec from the Report from the 
Acting Governor-General of the Red Sea Littoral, which accompanies your despatch, 
that all possible care and loresight were exercised by the military authorities with a 
view to mitigate the suffering and misery which were the inevitable consequence of 
this measure. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 16. 

Foreign Office to Mr. C. Whitehouse. 

Sir, ^ Foreign Office, November 15, 1890. 

WITH reference to my lotter of the 10th instant, I am directed by tho Marquis 
of Salisbury to forward to you, for your information, a copy of a Memorandum drawn 
up in tho .Public Works Department of the Egyptian Government,* which has been 
received through Ilcr Majesty’s Agent aud Consul-General at Cairo, relative to your 
proposals for improving tho water supply of Egypt. 

Sir E. Baring, in forwarding this Memorandum, states that tho Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment has not decided to appoint a Commission to report on the question of what 
further irrigation works should be earned out. Tho present intention is, that 
Mr. Willcoeks and a staff of engineers should, during the course of tho winter, 
thoroughly examine the question of water storage. When Mr. Willcoeks has 
submitted his views, they will be further examined by the Public Works Department, 
with a view of considering whether it will bo necessary to obtain tho opinion of 
competent experts outsido Egypt. 

Sir E. Baring points out that, owing to tho financial position of Egypt and other 
considerations, it is necessary to proceed with great caution in carrying out large 
irrigation works; and that there is no prospect of any storago works being begun before' 
1892. He further states that, whilst the Egyptian authorities arc most willing to 
furnish you with any information in their power in a matter in which you have taken 
such interest, they are uot by any means convinced that it would be desirable to carry 
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out your scheme, nor can they admit that tho communicatiou to you of information 
in their possession gives you ground for any claim upon them, whatever system may 
ultimately he adopted for storing the waters of the Upper Nile. 

As regards the steps which you propose to take at Berlin and in Egypt, Sir E. 
Baring states that it is evident that nothing hut good can come of the fullest public, 
discussion of the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) P. CURRIE. 


No. 17. 

Sir K. liariny to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 17.) 


(No. 299.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November ( 1 , 1890. 

I ITAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a Decree published in yesterday’s 
“ Journal Oflicicl,” regarding tho construction and maintenance of “ agricultural roads ” 
in the provinces of Egypt. The construction of these roads has been a very great step 
towards the improvement of communications, traffic, and general commerce in the 
country. Nothing of the kind existed before except in the immediate vicinity of 
Cairo and Alexandria, and the only means of communication between villages and 
even between large towns in the provinces were mud paths, suitable only for the 
passage of camels, donkeys, or pedestrians. 

On the initiative, and by the unaided exertions of tho English Inspectors of 
Irrigation in the provinces, 207 kilom. of good road, adapted for wheeled traffic, have 
already been completed, and are proving a great boon to the districts through which 
they pass. 

in a country like the Delta of Egypt, irrigated entirely by canalization, certain 
difficulties in the construction and maintenance of such roads arc offered by the great 
numbers of bridges, culverts, syphons, and pipes, which have to be provided for the 
passage under the road of the innumerable small and large canals forming part of the 
system of irrigation, and any obstruction of, or damage done to, these works would, in 
most cases, cause serious damago to the adjoining fields, as well as to tho road 
itself. 

It is principally to meet this danger that the present Decree is issued. The draft 
of the Decree was drawn up by Mr. Garstin, tho member of Sir Colin Moncrieff’s staff 
of Irrigation Officers, who has been chiefly responsible for these new roads. Your 
Jyordship will observo that the Decree confers upon the Mudirs of the provinces 
summary powers to levy certaiu small tines, varying from 1’ T. 20 to £ E. 5, for any 
damage done to the roads, bridges, & c., and that, the whole management of the roads 
is vested in the Mudirs, in consultation and conjunction with the English Irrigation 
Officers of the province. 

Mr. Garstin assures me that he has been agreeably surprised by the eagerness 
shown by all classes of natives in the districts affected, to help on the work of construc¬ 
tion and maintenance of these roads; he lias worked throughout in unison with tho 
Mudirs, and he has consulted the Chiefs and Sheikhs of all villages near the roads as 
to the terms of tho present Decree, and, so far from any objection being made to tho 
summary power of inflicting lines, without reference to tho Law Courts being vested 
in the Mudirs, the Sheiks were usually in favour of the infliction of much moro 
severe penalties. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. 17. 

Extract from the “ Journal OJficiel ” of November 5, 1890. 


D/cret. 

NOUS, Kliddive d’Egyptc, 

Sur la proposition dc noire Ministro des Travaux Publics et l’avis con forme do 
ontro Conscil des Ministrcs; 







23 


Le Conscil Ldgislatif cntendu ; 

Ddcretons: 

Article 1 *'.—Routt Atjricolc. — Definition. 

Dans le present Ddcret on ontend par “ route agricolo ” une route destinde ft 
l’usago de plus do deux villages. 

Toutcs les routes agricoles construitcs soit. aux frais du Gouvernement, soit au 
moyen d’une imposition locale sur la province intdrcssdc, ou do contributions de com- 
munes, ainsi (ju’il est expliqud ii 1’Article 4 ci-aprds, seront considdrdcs comtnc publiques 
et feront partic du domainc public de l’fttat. 

Les terrains occupds par des routes ngrieoles sont et demeurent, cn consequence, 
exemptds do tout paiement d’impdts fonciers. 

Les routes agricoles dtablies lo long do la digue d’un canal ou d’un drain public, 
sont souiniscs ii toutes les dispositions qui leur sont applicables cn vertu de notre 
Ddcrct du 12 April, 1890 (21 Chaban, 1307). 


Article 2 .—Manure de procc'der pour la Construction des Routes Agricoles. 

Si un Moudir considdrc comiue ndeessaire la construction d’uno route ou d’un 
rdseau de routes agricolcs dans la circonscription de sa province, il devra consultor 
rinspccteur d’Irrigation et avoir son avis ii ce sujet. 

Do mfemc, si nn 1 nspccteur d’lrrigation recommit la ndcessitd do routes semblables, 
i) devra soumettre scs vucs au Moudir. 



Travaux Publics. Si cos deux Ministries approuvent 1c projet, ils lc soumettront au 
Conscil dcs Minis! res, aux fins de convoquor lc Conscil Provincial, Peffet de l’cxaminer 
et de voter, s’il y a lieu, les funds necessaircs pour sa misc ii execution, aux tenues de 
PArticle 2 do la Loi Organiquc du 1" Mai, 1883 (21 Gamad-Akher, 1300). 

L’Inspect our d’lrrigation assisteracn personae aux reunions du Conscil Provincial, 
atin d’expliquer lo projet et do fairc connattro lc coftt de construction des routes, mais 
il n’aura aueunc voix deliberative. Au ens oil le Conscil Provincial approuverait lo 

S rojet et votcroit 1’imposition de la contribution locale ndeessaire ii son execution, les 
dlibdmtions qu’il aurait prises it cc sujet seront transmiscs par lo Moudir aux 
Ministdrcs de l’Intdrieur ct dcs Travaux Publics, a fin d’etre souiniscs par les soins do 
ecs deux Depart omen t$ au Conscil des Ministrcs, loquel, cn cas d’anprobation, pro- 
voquera nn Ddcret ordonnant l’expropriation des terrains ndeessaires et lc rccouvrcment 
do la contribution locale, conformdmont aux tenues de notro Ddcrct du 25 Mars, 
1880. Si la route doit occuper des terres fibres do 1’ft tat, ces terres seront denudes 
gratuitement. 

Dds que la contribution aura dtd entidrement cneaissde, lo Ministdrc des Finances 
en avisora le U inistdro dcs Travaux Publics, qui donneni les ordres ndeessaires pour la 
construction immddiate do la route. 


Article 3.—3 faniire de proc/der dans le cas ou une Route inte’resse plus d'une Province. 

Lorsqu’uno route agricole intdressc deux provinces les Moudirs et les Inyiccteurs 
d’lrrigation de ces provinces pourront so rdnnir et adresser aux Ministdrcs do l’intdricur 
ct des Travaux Publics un Rapport collectif qui sera sounds, par les soins do ces deux 
Ddpartemcnts, au Conscil des Ministrcs, aux fins do convoquer les Consoils des deux 

E rovinces dans lo but do ddterminer, d’un coinmun accord, la direction quo devra sumo 
i route, et de soumettre lours conclusions auxMinistdrcs de l’lntdricur ct dcs Travaux 
Publics, ainsi qu’il est indiqud ii l’Articlo precedent. 

Article 4.— Maniere de proceder lorsque la Construction d’une Route est settlement 
approuvie par une parlie des Membres du Conseil Provincial. 

8i le Conscil Provincial rejette la proposition pour la construction d’uno route, il 
sera loisiblo aux propridtaires intdressds do prendro a lour charge les frais do construc¬ 
tion do cctto route, en s’engageant ii payor la sommo udeessairo pour couvrir lea 

frais. . 

Lorsque des engagements d’une valour couvrant sumsamment les frais de con¬ 
struction do la route, u’aprds l’estimation faitc par l’Inspccteur d’lrrigation, auront dtd 
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obtcnus, lc Moudir cn saisira les Mini stores do l’Intdricur et des Travaux Publics, qui 
on rdfdrcront au Conscil des Ministres, commo il cst dit fi l’Article prdeddent. En cas 
d’approbntion, lo Conscil des Ministres autoriscra l’oxdcution des travaux et lc rccouvrc- 
ment, conformdmont aux termes de notro Ddcrct du 25 Mars, 1880, do la soinme 
souscritc par les intdressds. 


Articlo 5.— Ponts et Ponceaux. 

Tons ponts sur les ennaux ou sur les drains publics scront conslruits aux frais do 
l’fttnt. T^s ponts, ponceaux, et siphons qu’il sera ndccssairc dc construiro aux points 
oil les routes agricoles couperont les cours d’eau ou les drains privds cxistant avant la 
cr6ation dc la route, seront prdvus au devis estimatif de la construction dc la route et 
payds sur la contribution locale ik pcrccvoir. 

Les ponts, siphons, ct ponceaux ndccssaires aux cours d’eau ou aux drains privds, 
dtaldis aprds la construction des routes, scront payds par la commune ou par l’individu 
qui en aura demandd l’installation. 

A cct e£fet, line rcqudte sera adressdc au Moudir qui, cn cas d’approbatiou, la 
transmettra il l’lnspccteur d’Irrigalion; si cc dernier l’approuvo dgalement, il fora 
dresser un plan et un devis estimatif des ddpenses, qu’il communiqucra au Moudir, 
lequel, apri's encaissemcnt du co&t dc la construction du pdtitiounaire, clmrgera 
ringdnicur-cn-chef d’cxdcuter lc travail. 

Au cas oil rinspeeteur d’lrrigation n’approvorait pas l’cxdcution du tmvail 
demandd, il fera commit re par dcrit ses observations au Moudir. 


Articlo 0 . — Entretien des Routes. 

Les reparations pdriodiqucs udccssaircs aux termssements des routes agricoles, aux 
ponts dtablis $ur des canaux ou des drains publics, ou aux borncs kilouidtriqucs, scront 
faites aux frais dc 1’ft tat. 

Les rdpnmtions ii exdcuter aux ponts, aux ponceaux, ou aux sijdions pour le 
passage do cours d’eau ou dc drains privds, scront faites par les propndtnires ct sous 
la surveillance du Service des Irrigations. 

Si l’lngdnicur-cn-chcf constate quo des ouvrages dc ccltc nature sont on mauvais 
dtat, et qu’ils portent prdjudicc il la route, ou qu’ils oceaeionnent une ddperdition des 
eaux d’irrigation, il cn adrcsscra un Rapport au Moudir, qui invitcra le propridtairo 
ll oxdcutcr les rdparations ndccssaircs. 

Faute par cc dernier d’obtempdrer il cctto invitation dans unddlai dequinze jours, 
lc Moudir pourra charger l’lngduicur-cn-clicf d’cxdcutcr les travaux, ct fairo rccouvror 
lc montant, administrativement, du propridtairo, conformdment aux dispositions de 
notre Ddcrct du 26 Mars, 1880. 

Articlo 7.— Actes nuisibles aux Routes Agricoles. 

Il cst ddfendu dc:— 

(a.) Pratiqucr des coupuros il travers les routes. 

(b.) Poser des tuyaux ou coustruirc des ponceaux au-dessous des routes, sans unc 
autorisation du Sorviec des Irrigations. 

(c.) Eemplacer des tuyaux ou des ponceaux cassds par d’autres, do mauidre 
ii interceptor lc pas^gc de la route, sans une autorisation rdgulidro du Service des 
Irrigations. 

(d.) Empruntcr des terros, soil au niveau des routes, soit dans leur talus, soit dc 
toute autre mauidre pouvant porter prdjudicc ii leur section. 

(c.) Emp : 4ter par des chnrrucs.dcs “kassabids,” ou toils autres instruments aratoircs, 
sur les limites des routes, tcllos qu’cllcs sont flxdcs par les conllns* des talus. 

(/.) Ddplaccr ou ddtdriorer des borncs des pierres kilomdtriques, ou des arbres 
plantds sur lo bord des routes. 

(g.) Obstruer le passage des eaux dans les ponts, les ponceaux, ou les siphons, de 
facou il ce quo les eaux s’dWcut cn arnont, et iuondent ou ddtdrioront les routes. 

(/i.) Inondor une route par les eaux d’irrigation. 

Lorsquc pour les hesoins des irrigations, il cst ndccssairc d’iuoudcr les terrains 
d’uno hauteur plus dlevde que cello dc Ta route, les propridtnires des terrains il irrigucr 
dovront dtablir des digues lo long des bords des routes, afin dc les prdsorver do 
l’inondation. 

(i.) Intorcontcr le passage d’uno route par des ddpdts d’engrais, do oharbou, dc 
hois, ou dc mnreuandises do quclquo nature quo ce soit. 
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Article 8.— Degradations aux Ponts. 

II est interdit cle dfigrader en aucunc manifire les ponts, les ponceaux, ou los siphons 
qui traversent les routes ngricoles, ni d’enlever ou toucher d’une fa£on quelconque le 
bois, lo for, ou tous autres matdriaux dont ils se coinposent. 

Article 9.— Precautions a prendre pour Us Ponts si tuts dans Us Routes. 

II est interdit sans uno autorisation spficiale du Serviee dcs Irrigations, do faire 

S asser uno machine locomobile ou toute autro pifico mecaniquc pesanto, sur lc pont 
’un canal traversant uno route agricolc; les machines de cette nature devront etre 
transportdes par barque k travers lc canal, suivaut l’usago. 

Article 10.— Defense de construire sur une Route. 

11 est ddfendu du construiro dans les limitos dcs routes agricoles, dcs mnisous ou 
dcs buttes en mwjonneric ou en bois, ni d’dtablir dos “ sakichs” ou autro machine dlcva- 
toire, ni des mangeoires pour le hdtail. 

Article 11.— Ptfnalit/s encourues pour Infraction aux Prescriptions de la presente Loi. 

Quiconque contrevicudra aux Articles 7 ou 9 du present Ddcret sera passible 
d’une amende de P. E. 20 it P. E. 100. 

Quiconque coutrovicndra it l’Article 8 sera passible d’une amende de £ E. 1 it 
£ E. 5. 

Quiconque contrevicudra it l’Article 10 sera passible d'uno amende do £ E. 1 it 
£ E. 3. 

Le recouvremont des amcndcs sera effcctud con form dmont aux prescriptions do 
notre Ddcrct du 25 Mars, 1880. En cas do non recouvremont, lc delinquent subirn un 
emprisonnement dc vingt-quatre heures par chaquo P. E. 20 d’amendc. 

En outre, Pnutcur d’uu do ces actes sera touu dc rfitablir les choses dans lour fitat 

{ >rimitif; s’il s’y refuse, les tmvaux seront executes it ses frais par le Gouverncraent ct 
es frais seront recouvrcs dans les formes et conditions presorites par notre T)ecrc1 du 
25 Mars, 1880. 


Article 12.— Poursuite des De'liiu/uunts. 

Les amondes prevues it l’Article precedent seront intligdcs par le Moudir, sur un 
simple rapport do contravention de l’lngduieur-cn-chof do la province, bas6 sur un 
Rapport signe de l’fngenieur du district ct do l’Omdch, ou do l’uu des Choikhs (ou 
leurs ddldguds) du village, dans lo ressort duquol la contravention a dtd commise. 

Lo Moudir s’assurcra pleincmont do l’oxactitude du Rapport. 

La decision du Moudir ne sera susceptible d'aucuno cspfico dc rccours. 

Lorsque les Omdehs, los Chcikhs, ou leurs delegues sont absents au moment dc 
la redaction du Rapport, l’Ingdnieur du district et, sur sa demande, un agent de la 
police signeront le Rapport. , 


Article 13.— P6nalite's encourues pour refus de Temoignaye dans Us cas de Contravention. 

Les Omdehs, les Chcikhs, ou leurs ddldguds qui rofuscront do signer les Rapports 
rfidigdson lour presence, sans donnor do justes raisons do leur refus ou sans montionner, 
dans lc Rap]>ort, la cause de cc refus, seront possibles d'uno amende do £ E. 1, ou d’un 
emprisonnement de vingt-quatre heures pour chaquo 1\ E. 20 d’amende. Le tout en 
vortu d'uno decision administrative ronduc par le Moudir et qui ne pourrn fit-re 
attaqude dans aucun cas. 

Article I t.— Responsabilite des Propri/tuires. 

Les propridtuires ou formiers des terrains adjneouts aux routes agricoles, les 
agents dcs Domuines dc l’Etat, dc la l)aira Sanioh, ou d’autres Administrations, les 
Omdehs, les Chcikhs do village, les Chcikhs do gafllrs, ct les gafllrs sont porsonuollo- 
rnont responsublcs dcs dommagos ou dos empidtements qui so produironl a l'euuontrc 
des routes ou do leurs dependences; ils sont passiblcs des pdnalitds presoritos par lo 
nrfisent Ddorot, lorsque los auteurs dos contraventions rcsteut inconnus. 

[76(5] II 
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Article 16. 

Notre Ministre de Plntdrieur arrotern, dans un Rdglement special, lcs formes de 
procedure It suivro devant le Moudir. 


Article 10. 

Sont et demcurcnt abrog&?s toutcs lcs dispositions des Lois ant<*rieures qui sont 
contraires ft ccllcs du prdsent JDiScret. 


Article 17. 

Nos Ministrcs de lTntdriour, dcs Finances, ct dcs Travaux Publics sont charges, 
chacun en cc qui lo concernc, dc 1’cxdcution du present Dccret. 

Fait au Palais d’Abdiu, le 20 Rabi-Awel, 1308 (3 Novembre, 1890). 

(Sign6) MfinfiMET TEWFIK. 

Par le Kliddivc: 

Le President du Conseil dcs Ministrcs, Ministre 
do PIntdricur ct dcs Finances, 

(Signd) Rxaz. 

Lc Ministre dcs Travaux Publics, 

(Signd) Moiiamkd Zeki. 


No. 18. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received November 17.) 

(No. 298.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 7,1890. 

I AM most unwilling to trouble your Lordship on a subject which was fully 
considered at the beginning of this year, but I find that such a strong opinion exists 
amongst both the English military and the Egyptian authorities as to the advisability 
of occupying Tokar that I am constrained to send home the inclosed Memorandum 
which has been communicated to mo by Sir Francis Grenfell. 

Personally, as your Lordship is aware, I concur in Sir Francis Grenfell’s views. 
The occupation of Tokar could, I am assured, be easily carried out without any 
increase to the present strength of the army, and at a very small cost. It would go 
far to quiet the Eastern Soudan and would solve the Trade question which has for so 
long presented many difficulties. Neither do I think it need lead to any ulterior 
operations, unless it be thought advisable, on general grounds, that such operations 
should lx; undertaken. 

I would venture to ask your Lordship to reconsider the matter. 

I have. See. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


luclosure in No. 18. 

Memorandum by Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 

(Confidential.) 

A FEW days ago Mustafa Pasha Fohray, Minister of War, spoke to me confi¬ 
dentially on tho present state of the Eastern Soudan. 

lie pointed out the misery existing there, and asked mo if, in my opinion, tho 
time had not arrived when the Egyptian Government might resume its sway over that 
part of the country in the immediate vicinity of Suakiu. 

This his Government was most anxious to do, directly it was financially possible. 
Since ray arrival in Cairo I have been carefully considering the question, aud I was 
able to give him a good deal of information received from Suakiu, all of which tended 
to show that in the next two months a favourable opportunity might arise for a 
rcoccupation of the country as far ns Tokar. 








27 


The restriction of the grain trade caused by the quarantine cordon has resulted in 
an entire break-up of Osman Digna’s force, a number of his men having returued to 
Kassala and Berber, and by the last accounts there arc not more than 100 men left in 
Tokar. 

Handoub is occupied by about 100 men, who are solely there to prey on the 
Friendlies entering and leaving Suakin, and if the new restricted trade is to succeed, 
the brigand should (as a police measure), Ihj suppressed. 

'Hie Dervish force has never been so weak or so discredited as at the present time, 
and the tribes are now most anxious to be permitted to expel the few remaining 
Dervishes. 

I am convinced that the time has come when, without any strain on the finances 
of the country, and without any assistance from English troops, the country as far as 
Tokar could be pacified. 

It must be remembered that once Tokar is occupied, it could not again be assailed 
by a Dervish force. 

The long road, over 200 miles, from Kassala is destitute of food, and now it is strewed 
with the bodies of Osman Digna’s men, who died of starvation on the road. Even 
with Tokar to supply bis force, his losses wero very great, therefore, once Tokar is 
occupied, no fear need be entertained of any serious hostile irruption into the Eastern 
Soudan. 

The occupation of Tokar stands by itself and docs not in any way lead to a further 
advance. 

The reinforcement to the present garrison of Suakin need not exceed two batta¬ 
lions of infantry and a camel corps, with a slight increase to the cavalry and 
artillery, all of which are available, and the total extra expense will not be consider¬ 
able, as Government transport is available. 

T earnestly recommend that the garrison of Suakin be quietly reinforced, that the 
tribes bo informed that the Government means, at no distant date, to resume its obliga¬ 
tions that a strong band be taken against robbery and brigandage in the vicinity of 
Suakin, that a restricted graiu trade be established and that caravans of loyal natives 
be protected, and when an opportunity occurs Tokar bo occupied. 

The future Government of the country would at first bo a military one, with 
civilian employes, such as now exists on the frontier. 

Irrigation, which has for years l)een neglected, would be resumed under 
competent engineers, trade encouraged, and soon the country would pay for its 
administration. 

This measure need not lead to any further responsibilities; wo could then afford 
to wait quietly for some years till Egypt was in a position, financially, to resume her 
former government. 

If nothing be done, I foresee a dark future for the Eastern Soudan, the tribes 
seeing that the Government will do nothing, must, frr very existence, throw them¬ 
selves more into the hands of the Dervishes. 

Famine, which follows Dervish rule, will prevail, while on the south the 
Hndcndowa tribe will fall more and more into Italian hands, and the difficulty of the 
Egyptian Government in resuming its formor position iu the Soudan will be enor¬ 
mously increased. 

(Signed) F. GRENFELL, Major-General, Sirdar. 

To Sir Evelyn Baring. 


No. 19. 


Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 18.) 

(No. 121.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, November 18, 1890. 

THE Monuments question cannot be proceeded with here owing to the absenco of 
M. Grdbaut, who has now asked for an extension of leave on medical certificate. 
Numbers of Egyptologists nro now arriving here, so that an indefinite delay is un¬ 
desirable. To avoid a disagreeable Anglo-French quarrel, the question will require 
most delicate treatment, although X should like to arrange matters in a spirit or tho 
utmost friendliness to tho French. Grcbaut’s want of authority is one of our chief 
difficulties. In view of his illness, perhaps your Lordship might have unofficial in¬ 
quiries made at Paris ns to the possibility of a temporary mission by M. Mnspcro to 
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settle the question. I trust this may be arranged amicably with the French Govern¬ 
ment. As M. Maspero is much liked and respected by every one, I think this presents 
the best change of settling matters. He might perhaps go first to London and examine 
tho complaints, then come on here, and himself initiate any proposals for reform. 

I would move ltiaz Pasha, who already agrees in my suggestion to invite M. 
Maspero, if you can let me know that this would be favourably received. Unless 
something is done soon, this question of relatively minor importance may occasion an 
unnecessary amount of trouble and friction here.* 


No. 20. 


The Martinis of Salisbury to Sir E. Bariny. 

(No. 90.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Office, November 19,1890, 2'15 p.m. 

AS regards the suggestion contained in your telegram No. 121 of 18th instant, 1 
think it would be better that the Egyptiau authorities should invite M. Maspero to go 
to Cairo, without any preliminary inquiry licing made by us at Paris. 

The fact that we wore in favour of the proposal would make tho French Govern¬ 
ment loss likely to assent to it. 


No. 21. 


Sir E. Bariny to the \tarqui$ of Salisbury.—(lleceived November 21.) 

(No. 123.) 

(T' !' Urapine.) P. Cairo, November 21, 1890. 

THERE is a man here who left Khartoum on tho 10th ultimo, lie was Cadi of 
Scnnunr and his information appears to bo trustworthy, lie says that “ very friendly 
relations have latterly been established between the Dervishes and the Abyssinian 
frontier tribes, and that at present there is no fear of hostilities in that part of the 
country.” The Commander at Kassala was recently sent for by the Klmlila and 
instructed to resist any offensive movement the Italians might make. The recent 
Italian statement very probably had its origin in this. 

The Soudan harvest prospects are very good, and it is supposed another attack on 
Egypt is contemplated by the Khalifa. 



Sir E. Bariny to (he Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 22.) 


(No. 124.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, November 22, 1890. 

M. GRfiBATJT is, I hear, on his way to Egypt, so I am obliged to drop the 
Maspero proposal. 


No. 23. 

Sir E. Bariny to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 24.) 


(No. 304.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 10,1890. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith three despatches 
which I have received from Mr. Consul Burnham on the subject of affairs at Suakin. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 23. 
Consul Burnham to Sir E. Bdriny. 


Sir, Suakin, October 2(5, 1900. 

I HAVE the liouour to report that, on the afternoon of the 19th instant, a 
determined raid was made hove by a party of Mahdiists from Tokar, numbering about, 
thirty, under the command of Osman Nail). 

The enemy approached close to Fort Foolah, and succeeded in driving olT a 
number of sheep and goats belonging to the townspeople. They were tired upon from 
the fort, and were immediately after engaged hand to hand by two of the mounted 
police, both of whom were killed. The mounted police continued the struggle until 
the Egyptian cavalry came out. Seven of the enemy, as well as eight of their horses, 
were killed, and several were wounded, Osman Na'ib himself being reported as among 
the number. Two prisoners were taken, and all the live stock recovered. 

The cavalry, who are reported to have fought with great steadiness, pursued the 
Dervishes as far as Tofrik. The latter, who must have received a severe lesson, 
remained in hiding in the hills near Tamai for some days, then returned to Tokar. 

I do not attach any special importance to this event beyond the fact that the 
Egyptian troops fought well. Cattle-raids are no new feature in the situation. 

I add below a few particulars which may enable your Excellency to judge how 
far the Dervish forces at Tokar and llandouh have been reduced. In ilnudouh there 
are about 150 Arabs, consisting of Fadlabs, Erfoiabs, Nourabs, and Artcgas. They are 
not properly described as Dervishes, but rather as vagabonds, who were in and out of 
Suakin a few months hack. 

There are also a number of Dervishes in llandouh en route from Tokar to Berber. 
Thoy are El-Schicb, a Baggara Emir, and Ali, brother of Abou Girgeh of Kassalu. 
with 300 men, consisting of old black soldiers, Baggaras (forty), Dannkils (from 
Dongola), .laaleens (twenty), with 300 beasts (camels, donkeys, and fifty horses), all 
leaving for Berber, only waiting for camels to carry their women, children, and goods, 
of which they have many. 

There arc no Baggaras at Tokar, only a few llallcngas and Shukerychs, in all not 
more than 400 at the most. 

Fresh dhourra has come into Handoub, and the price per hag has gone down to 
8 dollars from about 30. 

From Jeddah l learn that the stoppage of trade through Suakin has given a 
tremendous impetus to smuggling, and that its markets arc tilled with Soudanese well 
known here and at Tokar. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY D. BARN HAM. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 23. 

Consul Burnham to Sir E. Barimj. 

Sir, Suakin, Octab:, 2(5, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to report that during my absence at Agig (10th to 13th 
instant), Ilamed-el-Ghcra, Chief Sheikh of the Beni Amor tribe, camo in from Tokar, 
having escaped from tho Dervishes. 

As I found that the local authorities, who attach "real importance to this event, 
had telegraphed it to Cairo immediately after the Sheikh’s arrival on the 10th instaut, 
I concluded that your Excellency was then nut in possession of the fact, and that it 
would he superfluous for mo to telegraph. 1 trust that the following particulars as to 
Ilamed-el-Ghcra may have some interest. 

In 1884, when Sheikh Bakhcit (since dead without issue), was Head of the 
Beni Amor tribe, Hamed-el-Ghera was sent bv Colonel Chcrmsidc to Ras Alula with a 
lotter in which the Negus was invited to semi troops to attempt the relief of Kassalu. 
Tho mission failed; lIumcd-cl-Ghera was treated as a spy, and thrown into prison. 
After live months he escaped, and after the fall of Kassala visited Osman Digna at 
that place. He appears to have adopted a temporizing policy when urged by Digna 
to join the rebellion, lie returned to his country, but oecasioiuilly repeated his visits 
to Kassala, until early in 1888 he received a summons from the Khalifa at Khartoum, 
which he obeyed, lie was sixteen months in Khartoum. At first, treated with 
[7(56] I 









honour, and no efforts spared to induce him to take the field, lie was at length detected 
aiding Egyptian prisoners to escape, and thrown into prison, where ho remained seven 
months. 

While Osman Digna was in Khartoum, at the close of last year, llamed-cl Ghera 
was released, on giving a promise, intended to he broken, that he would call upon tho 
Beni Amers to join Osman Digua in hostilities against the Egyptian Government. 
LIo came to Tokar with Osman Digna in August, and with him were two sous, one of 
whom escaped to Suakin with his father. The other was detained by Osman Digna, 
who presented him with 40 dollars and a sword, and promised to make him Chief of 
the tribe if ho would stay with him. Tho hoy accepted the presents, hut promptly 
escaped into Suakin. 

Hamcd-el-Ghera professes a determination to cast in his lot with the Egyptian 
Government. lie is hostile alike to the Mnhdiists and to the Italian Government, and 
the authorities are naturally anxious to attach him to themselves by treatng him with 
distinction. 

I givo the uliove account from his own lips. Ho is a very intelligent and plausible 
man, and keenly alive to his own interest. 

As is the ease with the Tokar Sheikhs, he also offers help to the Government in 
tho event of a reoccupation of Tokar or elsewhere, and, beyond question, his aid would 
he very valuable. In tho “ Wild Tribes of the Soudan,” by F. James (an account of 
sport, and travel in the Beni Amor and Basd country in 1882), Sheikh ilamed-el- 
Ghern is referred to in the following terms : “ lie was by far the most powerful man 
in that part of tho country, much looked up to and implicitly obeyed by his people. 

“ 1 have often wondered during tho present crisis in tho country what course he 
was pursuing. In any arrangements entered into with the Beni Amor tribe, I feel 
suns that lie would side with us if properly approached, for lie has a genuine 
admiration for Englishmen.” 

I have, & c. 

(Signed) HENRY 1). BAltN HAM. 


Inclosuro 3 in No. 23. 

Consul llurnham to Sir £, Haring. 

Sir, Suakin, November 5, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to report that his Excellency Colonel Ilollcd Smith returned 
to Suakin to-day. 

I have to-day received from tho authorities copy of the latest Regulations 
regarding the import and export trado by which trade is allowed to be resumed through 
the gates of Suakin, discretionary power resting with the Governor-General to refuse 
permits unless exporters can prove that the goods will not l>c handed over to tho 
Dervishes, and in all cases to regulate the quantity allowed to bo exported. Tho 
cordon has been withdrawn. 

• I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY 1). BARNHAM. 


No. 21. 

Bar Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 29.) 

Sir, War Office, November 29,1890. _ 

i AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to forward to you, to be laid 
oefore the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a letter, with inclosures, from the 
General Officer Commanding in Egypt, in which ho advocates the occupation of 
Tokar; together with copies of two Minutes by the Adjutant-General, in which his own 
views and those of His Royal Highness the Commander-in-chief as regards this 
question are set out. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 














Inclosure 1 in No. 24. 

Major-General Sir J. Dormer to Horse Guards. 

Sir, Cairo, November 3, 1890. 

'I'll E state of the Eastern Soudan, and the misery and starvation of the peaceful 
inhabitants, women and children, around Sunk in, having become acute, T requested 
the Sirdar to write mo a Memorandum, which I have now the honour to submit for tlm 
information and serious consideration of Ilis Royal Highness the Field Marshal 
Commandor-in-cliicf and of the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for War, as I 
am convinced that the time has arrived when an immediate and rapid advance on. 
Tokar has become not only necessary, but quite feasible. 

The wretched condition of the non-combatant inhabitants of the Eastern Soudan 
will probably soon bo brought to the notice of Parliament, and of the public, while it 
will be easy for a certain class of philanthropists and humanitarians to show that, 
while Suakin is stored with grain, the people outside its walls are dying of hunger. 

The answer to this is that, in the first place, tho gates of Suakin have been shut 
and a cordon drawn around its forts by order of tho Quarantine Board and of tho 
Sanitary Committee, and that the representations of the Egyptian Government and 
military authorities for these precautions to be relaxed have not had any effect. (See 
Inclosuro 5.) 

fn the second place, as clearly shown by the diary and the other papers inclosed, 
tho shutting of tho gates and closing of trade, although effected for sanitary reasons 
against cholera, have had the most undoubted result of paralyzing the efforts and 
thwarting tho plans of tho Dervishes, who were preparing another advance against us. 
(Sec Appendix (A), Inclosuro 3.) I would call particular attention to this Appendix 
and statement of that, most important personage, Sheikh Ilamcd-el-Geer, of tho llcni- 
Amer t ribe. 

I inclose also the result of an interview with the flcad Sheikh of tho Amarar, who 
is now in Cairo, regarding the trade question. 

As regards the military operation itself, there is absolutely no danger and but very 
small risk to l>e apprehended. The occupation of Tokar at the present moment can bo 
accomplished with ease by tho Egyptian troops, while it need lead to no further 
advance in the immediate future. 

It is not the Egyptian Government, but tho handful of Dervishes, who hold and 
tyrannizo over the country who cause all (ho misery and starvation; and the only 
means of putting an end thereto is to drive them out of these districts. This can now 
bo easily done, and, once effected, tho tribes of the Amarars, the Iladendowas, and tho 
Bent-Amors would be able, and only too glad, to prevent tho return of the Dervishes. 

Another point that I would wish to bring to notice is that, by the occupation of 
Tokar, we should nullify to a great measure tho influence of the Italians in that 
district, and our future advance on Kassaln would hereafter be rendered far easier. 

No delay should take place, if Her Majesty’s Government be pleased to approve 
of my proposal. Immediate preparations should be commenced, and the advance 
made quietly, and without publicity, fuss, or excitement, vi& Trinkitat, 

I may add that I have informed Sir Evelyn Baring of my views, and ho is aware 
of and has expressed his concurrence and approval of the action which I am taking 
in bringing my proposals to tho notice of His Royal nigh ness and of the Secretary 
of State for War. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. C. DORMER, Major-General, 

Commanding in Egypt. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 21. 

Memorandum. 

(A.) 

General Officer Commanding, * 

I AM anxious to call your attention to the state of the Eastern Soudan, and 
to tho favourable opportunity which now presents itself for regaining tho lost 
influence of tho Egvpa&n Government 

Tho tribes of tho Hadendowa, Amara, and Beni-Amor, the two former of whom. 
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proved such gallant enemies in 1881*85, now tired of Dervish oppression, implore us 
to help them to cast-off the Dervish voke. 

I am convinced that we have only to make a decided move to he well hacked up 
hy these Irihos. 

Tokar is the only place held hy the Dervishes in the Eastern Soudan; Ilandouh is 
a mere outpost of Tokar. 

At the former there are under 1,000 fighting men, at the latter 150. 

The dhourra crop at Tokar will he ripe in about three months’ time. 

Until that time the force of Osman Digna is more likely to decrease than 
increase. 

Yet this small, discredited force at present dominates the Eastern Soudan. 

The fact of Tokar being in the hands of the Government would insure the 
quietude of the whole Eastern Soudan. 

The pacification of the Eastern Soudan stands hy itself; the Dervish expelled, 
and the tribes reinstated, would he a step towards the rcoceupation of the Soudan, hut 
does not in any way lead to a further advance until the finances of Egypt aro in such 
a state that a reoccupation of the Soudan may ho undertaken, and this may not ho 
possible for many years. 

But with her present army she is quite capable of settling and governing tho 
Eastern Soudan. 

At Suakin there arc now 2,000 men of the Egyptian army. Should active 
operations he undertaken, I consider the following reinforcements would lie ample, 
namely:— 

Egyptian troops : two infantry battalions, one squadron cavalry, one horse-battery, 
one mule battery, one camel corps. 

These are ail available from the Egyptian army, and could easily he spared. 

With this force Tokar could easily lie taken, and the Eastern Soudan held. 

The only parts that would require permanent garrisons would he— 

Trinkitat, small post; El Teh, half-battalion; Tokar, one battalion. 

Handout) would then cease to exist. 

The garrison of Suakin might he reduced. 

Tho Egyptian Government would recover a large tract of its ancient territory. 

Trade would he resumed, and the famine and misery which now reigns would 

(Signed) F. GRENFELL, Major-General, 

Sirdar. 


Head-quarters, Egyptian Army, 

War Office, Cairo, November 2, 1890. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 21. 

Intelligence Report. 

(B.) 

General Officer Commanding, 

THE escape of Sheikh llamcd-cl-Gecr, of tho Bcni-Amer tribe, will cause a 
further decrease of Dervish intluencc in the Eastern Soudan. 

There was, no doubt, a distinct plan on tho part of Osman Digna to attempt an 
advance through the Bisharin country, which, though it must eventually have 
collapsed, would have caused a great scare in the country, and necessitated a movement 
of troops to repel invasion. 

'flic stoppage of trade at Suakin has paralyzed tho movement and dispersed the 
force. 

Orders have now been given for a locally-controlled trade with the tribes, and 
every endeavour will he made to prevent grain rcachiug the Dervishes. 

The statement of the Bcni-Amcr Sheikh as to tho contraband trade is confirmed 
from numerous other sources. 

The situation at Suakin is peculiar, aud cauuot remain much longer in tho 
present state: 2,100 Egyptian troops within the walls of Suakiu, and about 

200 Dervishes at Ilandouh, who dominate the trade, collect taxes, and defy tho 
Governor. 

(Signed) F. GRENFELL, Major-General, 

Sirdar. 

Head-quarters, Egyptian Army, War Office, Cairo. 
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Adjutant-General, 

In forwarding the accompanying Report and Diary, T heg to reiterate what I 
hnvo already stated, that, in my opinion, the only method of ameliorating the condi¬ 
tion of the natives and tribes around Sunk in is the prompt occupation, by the 
Egyptian Government of Handbill) and Tokar, which need not necessitate any 
immediate further advance or expedition. Moreover, t.hu», L believe, is the only means 
of our being able to relieve the starving friendly people, and women and children, 
without feeding the Dervishes also. 

(Signed) J. C. DORMER, Major-General, 

Commanding in Egypt. 

Cairo, November 1, 1800. 


Extracts from the Intelligence Diary, Suakin. 

Is/ October. —Four Soudanese from Ifaudoub report Arabs leaving for hills on 

account of tho scarceness of food, thus leaving rebel post only at Hnndoub. 

• • • • • • 

4/A October. —A messenger from Mohntned-cbGeer (Sheik of Beni-Amcr), now an 
Emir at Tokar, to Governor-General, asking, by word of mouth, for a dhow to be sent 
to Mersa Mugdum to transport himself, family, and thirty followers to Suakin, his 
opportunity having occurred to effect his escape to Government. This messenger 
reports Osman Digna has recovered, but at present he is powerless to move. The 
various tribes of Arabs have moved from Tokar in all directions. There remain only 

about 800 men in tho Dervish camp. 

• • • • • • 

G/A October. —Osman Digma’s force lias greatly diminished ; about 2,000 to 2,500 
men only remain in the rebel camp, and many of these only await an opportunity to 
escape. At Tokar, there are many thousands of starving people who cannot leave on 
account of poverty and illness. 

• ' t • • • • 

10/A October. —Sheikh Uamid-cl-Gcer, Chief Sheikh of Naptab, or head tribe of 
Beni-Amcr, escaped from Tokar with followers. 

10/A October. —Soudanese from Ilandouh report tho majority of Arabs have loft 
for hills, and that there are not more than 250 fighting men in the camp. 

« t • • 1 f 


Appendix (A). 

Statement of Mohamed-el-Geer. 

On arrival of Osman Digna I was made Emir of Beni-Amer in district. There 
was insufficient food at Tokar to feed the force, and to complete ruin of Osman 
Digim’s followers tho Government closed the gates of Suakin for trade. 

As soon ns the pressure of food was felt, desertions began in all directions. I 
then managed to send a messenger to Governor at Suakin asking for assistance to 
escape. 

• • | f | | 

After the defeat of IVad-cl-Nejumi the Khalifa called Osman Digna to Khartoum 
to consult him and form future plans of operations. It was considered as certain that 
Government would slowly advance towards Khartoum, and this at all hazard was to 
l>e prevented. Tho Arabs along banks of Nile were known to bo inclined towards 
Government, therefore the Dervish forces must not remain idle or their power would 
diminish. It was therefore arranged that Osman Digna should collect all available 
men in the Eastern Soudan and advance in the direction of Kosseir. Reinforcements 
were also to bo sent to Dongola to operate in that vicinity; between these two forces 
Government would be “foxed” and perplexed, and in place of advancing would 
consider the best means to repel invasion. 

After these plans were decided upon the Khalifa issued a great Proclamation, 
calling upon all people to embrace and strengthen themselves in tho true faith, and 
t hat his commands wero that all true followers should Dock to tho standard of Osman 
Digna. Osman Digna then left Khartoum takiug with him many people, amongst 
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others Sheikh Ali-cs-Shcnterabi (Abidi) and myself, to assist in the operations in 
raisin" the Ahadi and Beni-Amer tribes. 

On arrival at Kassala, Osman Digna collected all tribes round Galabat, Kadarof, 
Dindeh, and Kassala; as the Beni-Amer would not join him lie afterwords attacked 
them in the Daca district. 

Having collected his force at Kassala, he dispatched a eamelmnn to the Khalifa, 
informing him that the force consisted of 8,000 lighting men with 18,000 women and 
children for transport. 

At once a famine commenced and the people could not he fed. From hunger 
many died, and the Arabs began to desert in all directions. Osman Digna seeing that 
his force was daily diminishing, collected as many people as possible and sent them to 
Tokar to he fed. 

At Tokar, however, it was soon discovered that there was only food for the 
principal Dervishes, and to make matters worse and cause final collapse Government 
shut gates of Suakin. desalt—all Arabs again began to desert to Berber, Kassala, 
and the Khor Baraka. Last month Osman Digna made an inspection of food remain¬ 
ing at Tokar; 300 sacks of all kinds of food were produced. 

Osman Digna is perfectly well again but has become like a fool, out of his mind 
through rage at the collapse of his undertaking. It is impossible to estimate correctly 
the force at Tokar; so many desertions occur daily, and, again, many people are about to 
leave for Berber and Massowah (the Ashraf tribe). The force certaily docs not consist 
of more than 1,000 men who might oppose troops; this includes cavalry, the majority 

of whom are to leave at once for Barber. 

• « • • ■ 


Of the above 1,000, desertions daily occur, and this force must shortly become 
greatly diminished. 

Many eamelmen arrive from Khartoum but- the contents of letters from the 
Khalifa to Osman Digna are unknown; Osman Digna must remain quiet; he is 
powerless. 

• • « • • 


The Khalifa in opening trade does not wish for merchandize, but wants powder 
and lead to he passed and mixed up with the goods. I found this out as follows:— 

Omar Khislm has much money at Tokar (result of ivory sold). He went from 
llanduh to Tokar to claim this money. Magzub-Ahu-Bakr refused to give it to him, 
saying he had orders from the Khalifa to issue to him a certain amount only. This 
caused a quarrel, and Magzub-Ahu-Bakr decided to settle the matter by the opinion of 
Chief Emirs at Tokar. I was summoned to this meeting amongst others. The orders 
of the Khalifa were read out together with several letters regarding encouragement of 
trade. 1 discovered that powder and lead was to be smuggled out of Suakin, and be 
sent to Khartoum; that the following Omcnn and merchants wore, by order of the 
Klmlifft, to be employed in this trade, viz.:— 

1. Omer Khisher. 

2. Yousif Sulimau. 

3. Belal Walnd-es-Siad. 

1. Mohamcd-Wad-Ahmet. 

flic above four were present at this meeting* The ivory in Bcit*el*Mal was to he 
sold, and the money ox pended in purchase of ammunition. Money was to lie paid to 
Omcr Khisher by instalments according to the amount of ammunition smuggled. 

About three months ago Omer Khisher forwarded from 330 to 300okes of powder 
to Khartoum mixed up in merchandize, from Suakin, also caps, and many rifles (iho 
latter being sent from Tokar). The Khalifa acknowledged receipt, and gave orders 
not to send further supply of rifles, hut powder, lead, and cans only. 

For sometime past the ammunition difficulty has been the cause of great anxiety 
at Khartoum; many attempts having been made to manufacture powder, nil having 
ended in failures. 

I do not know who are the agents at Suakin who work in league with the above 
four men. The former has a brother there called Mohamed Khisher, and, 1 believe, 
ho is a merchant of general merchandize. 


The Italians are feeding ami giving my people much money at Dagu. Tins is 
ugaiiifit my wish. I am the Chief Sheikh of the lleui-Amor ttilie. -Mi Bckit was the 
Nasr hut tie is dead, and loft tin non#. If any Treaties have hem made with the 
Italians during my enforeed alienee with the Dervishes, my seal aud permission have 
not been obtained. 1 desire to belong to the Kgyplian ISovernment, and wish for 
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Government to rule my country again, and not permit of it being handed over to the 
Italians. 

1 daily, when at Tokar, received news from Daga by Beni-Amer camel men. The 
Araks of the Eastern Soudan are unjustly injured* They state that when they did 
wrong Government fought them ami killed them, and now that their wisdom has 
returned Government abandons tliem. My people are loud in their complaints; they 
belong to (lie Egyptian Government, and now their country is being handed over 
to the Italians, 1 would sooner the Dervishes occupy it than the Italians. I could 
with ease have escaped through Khor Baraka to Maswowah, but wished to lay my 
complaints before Government. On a word from Government I can assemble all my 
people; perhaps a few small Sheikhs would hang hack, but tin* people would.come, 
further, many of uiy men are enlisted as irregulars under the Italians; on a word from 
me they will desert, and 1 can collect them with or without their arms. My people 
waited long, and only when they discovered that the Egyptian Government did not. 
intend to advance and protect them, they were forced to join the Italians, to assist them 
against Dervish rule. Over this point the people are very sore and unjustitied. 

If Government would establish a post at Adobena, in the country of the Beni* 
Amer, and give me a certain amount of assistance, and hack me up with supports, 
I would raise my men and with ease clear out the Tokar district of Dervishes, after 
which Kassala would he occupied by my trilm. The Hadendowa are weak, and not 
powerful at the. present time, having lost more than half of their male population 
through war and period of Dervish rule. The Beni-Amer, however, are strong 
and powerful; they have held aloof from Dervish fanaticism and arc in no way 
Crippled. 

After the first defeat of the Dervish force and occupation of Tokar, all tribes 
would flock to Government, and the Dervishes would bo forced to retire to Khartoum. 

If Government told me to collect my people 1 should dispatch messengers to my 
family and princi]>al sub-Shcikhs—Omar Ookuh (brother), Mohamed llamid-ol-Gcer 
(son), and Ookud Mohamed-cl-Feel (cousin *; they would at once bring all my 
people to Adobena or elsewhere. I cannot say how many men, hut 1 should, roughly, 
sun 20,000 men, if required. The Beni-Amer are numerous. All tribes would obey 
my command. I should only require Government to establish a post at Adobena; my 
men would clear the country unassisted by troops; but Government would assist 
in arming and feeding the force. 

Tokar is a Hadendowa district, hut the lladcndowas are weak, tired of the Dervish 
rule, and would not join Osman. The Beni-Amer and Hadendowa are at peace, and 
of one accord against Dervish; many are bound to servo them through fear, but 
wait until the moment for action arrives and you will see the fruthment of my 
words. 

a • • • # • 

The Italians employ about 2,000 Beni-Amer as Bashi-Ba/.ouks. 

The Italians entered into agreement with M ohamed-el-Feel, late Xasr of Daga 
(lately killed), to negotiate with, firstly, myself; secondly, failing this with Osman 
Dignn at Kassala for purpose securing my person; and thus getting me under their 
rule. The Italians offered to pay 5,000 dollars to obtain this. The messenger who 
was secretly sent to tuc by Mohatued-cUFcel, explaining this was Ali Arderob. L tell 
this to Government as probably the Italians will hear of my having come to Suakin, 
and will state that I on to red into treaty witli them. 

* • • t t • 

Nearly the whole of my coast-line has been handed over to the Italians, which 
includes my principal port, Takalai; this is another grievance. 

This j>ort is now used by the Dervishes for shipping slaves to Jeddah. About two 
months ago 180 head of slaves left this port in two dhows for Jeddah. The merchants 
tried to ship them from Barour, between Trinkitat and old Akik, hut the 11 Moukbar” 
appearing the slaves were sent along coast to Tukalai, where they were safely 
shipped. 

• • • • • (i 

With reference to ScnoUHSi, the following is the true intelligence: — 

The Mahdi, Mohamud Ahmet, sent to Seuoussi telling him to come to him. nml 
that his intention was to make him one of his khalifas. Senoussi refused, stating 
that Mohamed Ahmet was not the true Mahdi, and that he would not ohev him. 
The Khalifa therefore dispatched KmirOsinan Giauo with a force to subdue him. The 
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country of Senoussi is between Falata and El-Margliarbi (Takruri) far to the north¬ 
west of Darfur. Senoussi assembled his forces under Abu Gamaiza and fought with 
the Dervishes and beat them timo after time for at least six months. Osman Giano 
retreated to Darfur; and Senoussi hearing that an English force was advancing along 
the Darb-el-Arba’ain route, recalled Abu Gamaiza with orders to join hands with his 
force, and together to crush the Mahdi. 

The Khalifa is now greatly afraid of Senoussi, who is still alive. Abu Gamaiza is 
with the Sultan of Bergo. There was a report that he had died of small-pox, but this 
is untrue. 

The defeat of Wad-el-Nejumi broko the back-bone of the Khalifa. That force 
was the flower and heart of his army. If Government had advanced at once, all would 
now have been over; the Dervishes were completely demoralized. 


Inclcsure 4 in No. 24. 

Memorandum. 

General Officer Commanding, 

IIAMED DAltAB KATI, the Head Sheikh of the Amarar, is now in Cairo, but 
shortly returns to Suakin, 

I have questioned him on the trade question. He states that he and his tribe 
infinitely prefer that entire stoppage of trade should exist than open trado with Tokar 
be permitted. 

He states that when the gates were open natives loyal to the Government obtained 
practically nothing; natives friendly to the Dervishes obtained a small quantity of 
grain, but the great bulk fell into the hands of the Dervishes and was used exclusively 
by them. 

On being asked how it would Impossible to secure a restricted trade, that is to say, 
insuro the friendly tribes Amarar, XIadcndowa. Ac., obtaining supplies without any 
likelihood of their falling into the hands of the Dervishes, lie replied that ho believed 
an arrangement to meet this end is quite feasible, and that if he is authorized to 
explain the Government iwdicy to the Amarar Chiefs, ho has no doubt that a 
sufficiently powerful tribal coalition can be made to insuro the success of the 
Government policy. 

(Signed) F. G It EXFELL, Major-General, 

Sirdar. 

Head-quarters, Egyptian Army, War Office, Cairo. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 24. 

Major-General Sir F. Grenfell to Major-General Sir J. Dormer. 

I lead-quarters, Egyptian Army, H «r Office, Cairo, 
8ir, November 1, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that the gates of Suakin wore closed when 
cholera was raging nt Jeddah, and when it broke out at Massowah stringent measures 
were ordered by his Excellency Riaz Pasha, on the recommendation of the Interna¬ 
tional Board of Quarantine that all communication by land ns well ns by sea should 
bo prohibited. A strict cordon had therefore to be established round the town. 

This quarantine cordon still exists, and although I have represented, through his 
Excellency Riaz Pasha, that it might now be relieved, the Quarantine Board have 
refused to allow for the present any alterations in the existing rules. 

The Acting Governor did all he could to relieve distress, and issued grain to all 
the natives who, by advice of the medical authorities, were directed to leave Suakin by 
a certain date. 

Government dhows were employed to take away the natives who had no means 
of transport, and removed them to certain places on the coast where food could 
be obtained. 

A quarantine cordon having been once established, it was not in the power of the 
Egyptian authorities to allow entrance ami exit of men and merchandize with Suakin; 
but from the inclosed Report you will see that everything that could be done was done 
for these unfortunate people. 

Their sufferings are caused, in my opinion, by the presenee of Osman Digna and 
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u Dervish force in the Eastern Soudan, who prevent cultivation and expel the natives 

from their villages. .... 

1 beg to inclose a copy of the orders sent to Suukin, by which you will sec tliat 

limited trade will he permitted. 

X have &c. 

(Signed) F. GRENFELL, Major-General, 

Sirdar, Egyptian Army. 


Ne w 'Prade Regulations. 

(Sent to the Governor of the Red Sea Littoral, October 30.1890.) 

Trade will he allowed at Suakin and all Government ports in the Red Sea 
Littoral under the following restrictions:— 

Any person coming to Suakin or any Government port will be permitted to 
purchase and take out required supplies unless there is reason to suppose that the 
supplies are for the use ot the Dervish force, or to establish a market for the support 
of the Dervishes. 

No export by sea for the Red Sea Littoral can he permitted to other than Govern¬ 
ment ports. 

Trade in nrms, powder, and munitions of war is strictly prohibited. 

The amount of grain to bo purchased will ho regulated by the Govcruor- 
Goneral. 


Inclosure 0 in No. 24. 

Minutes by the Adjutant-General. 

1 QUITE agree that we ought to send copies of these letters to the Foreign 
Oilicc; the question is one really more for them than for us. 

From a military point of view the time for the occupation not only of Tokar but 
of Ecrbcr and Khartoum has fully come, and an advance has, I fancy, been restrained 
by political, not by military, considerations. 

Whether the time has come to l>cgin an advance by driblets is a fact 1 am not so 
certain of, but, in any case, that also is more a political than a military question. 

There is no doubt that the time has come when we could occupy Tokar with 
less difficulty than before. Is the Foreign Office prepared to sanction the measures 
which will allow of our maintaining ourselves comfortably at Tokar without a further 
advance ? 

(Signed) REDVERS DULLER, 

November 12, 1890. Adjutant-General. 


1’. u. s., 

His Royal Highness agrees in the views expressed above, and is of opinion, 
from a military point of view, that this would ho a most suitable moment tor the 
occupation of Tokar. 

(Signed) REDVERS DULLER. 

November 13, 1890. Adjutant-General. 


No. 20. 

Sir E. Haring to the Murguis of Salisbury.—(Received November 29.) 

(No. 127.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, November 29,1890. 

ACCORDING to a telegram from the Governor of Suakin, there nre at Tokar 
now only 100 Dervishes. 
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No. 20. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received December 3.) 

Sir, Admiralty, November 29, 1890. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the perusal of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of two letters from 
Commander King Hall, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Mclita,” dated the 8th October, respecting 
the state of affairs at Suakin; and 1 am to draw attention to Commander Hall’s 
observations on the course pursued in driving away the starving natives. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACOREGOlt. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 20. 

Commander Hall to Vice-Admiral Sir A. Hoskins. 

Sir, “ Melita,” at Suakin, October 8, 1890. 

IN continuation of my general letter of the 25th September, 1S90, I have the 
honour to inform you that 1 left Suez on the 27th September, and, making a sailing 
passage down, arrived at Suakin on the 2nd October, 1890. 

2. Regarding the movements of Osman Digna. he is still at Tokar with about 2,000 
fighting men, principally of the Djahalin and Ootigoli tribes; they arc supplied with 
sufficient grain to last them until the new crop comes up in November, and they will 
then probably seize everything they ean lay their hands on ; and I fear that round Tokar, 
notwithstanding the new crop, the non-combatants will still suffer from lack of food, on 
account of the robberies, &c., of Osman Digna’s men. 

3. He only holds his position at Tokar by means of terrorism, and during his late 
illness many tribesmen, as distinguished from Dervishes (fighting men from the Nile), 
took the opportunity of deserting him and returning to Kassala. 

4. Handoub is deserted, and there would be comparatively little difficulty occupying 
it or Tokar, which movement would be heartily welcomed by the tribesmen, as they are 
suffering very much from Osman Digna’s cruelties and oppression; and it appears to me 
that, for many reasons, an advance to these places is most desirable. 

5. With regard to the famine, and those receiving relief at Suakin, it is necessary 
for me to give a slight sketch of affairs from the commencement of the year. 

0. Early in the year, the famine being in the land, some 1,000 people were being 
fed gratuitously on the ground between the town and outlying forts. In course of time 
the numbers increased, until, at the time of their expulsion, on the 18th September, they 
amounted to about 2,500, of which some 1,000 were women and 1,000 children. 

7. On the cholera breaking out at Massowah the gates of Suakin were “closed,” 
and a cordon drawn round between the outlying forts. T may state this cordon is 
most ineffective. 

8. Until the gates were closed in August dluirra had been imported, and a large 
amount sent up country, and it is asserted that the Dervishes seized most of it, and the 
non-combatants and inoffensive people were left to starve. 

9. On the evening of the 17th September the 2,500 people, together with other 
2,000 to 3,000 who lived in mat huts on the large space of ground between the walls 
and outlying forts, were given a good amount of dhurrn, and next morning, after some 
800 of the weakest had been picked out for sending down the coasts in dhows, besides 
some 700 to 800 sick in the two “ zorebas," one a Government one and one under the 
direction of Dr. Horpnr, C.M.S., the cavalry drove the remainder, to the number of at 
least 4,000, out into the country, the military police hauling down their mat huts. 

10. Some of these unfortunnte beings went towards Tokar, some towards Ilashecn, 
and many towards Handoub; when about f> miles from the forts many were robbed of the 
dhurra in their possession by Osman Digna’s men. 

11. These poor wretches were, indeed, between the hammer and the anvil, and, if 
the many reports are true that I have heard, many of them died a few days after their 
expulsion ; in fact, as they were all sent into a famine-stricken country, it is hard to sec 
how they could find the means of living. 

12. On the 2nd October f arrived here, ami on the 3rd I visited about 100 of these 
starving people, who had come through the cordon and hud beep living for seventeen 














days on shell-fish, at the northern entrance of the harbour, not half-a-mile from the ship, 
and obtaining water by stealth during the night from the wells. 

IS. On the Acting Governor-General returning my visit on the 3rd October, I 
expressed myself strongly against what appeared to me a policy so opposed to humanity, 
and pointed out to him, ns a ease in point, these 100 starving people at the entrance of 
the harbour. 

On the 5th October the military police removed them to dhows, and on the 6th 
they were sent down to Agig, some So miles to the southward, there to be fed by the 
Government. 

14. In Dr. Ilarpur’s “zerobas” there are, out of 300 to 400 people, 170 children, 
many orphans from the the lfadcndownh tribe, whose fathers were killed, so they say, by 
the English. Dr. Harpur, bv his kindness, attention, and sympathy towards the sick 
and starving people, well merits the name by which he is known amongst them, ns “ the 
father of the poor.” 

15. On the oth instant, I am glad to say the Egyptian Government sent some 
dhurra up the coast in a steam-launch, having previously intimated privately to friendly 
Sheikhs their intention of doing so, and it was successfully got into the country without 
the Dervishes seizing it, though necessarily a very small amount can go up this way, still 
it is better than nothing. Dhurra is selling for 30 to 35 dollars a hag up country, the 
price in Suakin being 3 to 1 dollars. 

10. About a fortnight ago a caravan of 130 slaves were successfully run over to 
Jeddah, embarking at Taklai Creek, south of lias Kasar, and the two dhows returned to 
a place near Trinkitat loaded with grain, and were met by Osman Digna’s men, who took 
it up to Tokar. 

17. The cholera 1ms struck south to Abyssinia, and it is hoped that now there is 
little likelihood of its coming north. 

18. 1 propose, all being well, to leave for Agig on the 10th instant, to visit the 
people who were sent there to be fed, and am giving passage to Her Majesty’s Consul, 
and also a Stall' otliecr of his Excellency the Governor-General, who arc going down for 
the same purpose. 

11). Reviewing the whole proceedings being carried out here, 1 am of opinion— 

(«.) That in view of the cholera being at Massowah, it was certainly very necessary 
to take due precautions against its entering Suakin, though l do not see the necessity of 
stopping all trade in order to do so, thus causing much misery and distress, especially as 
as the cordon is notoriously ineffective ; and it appears to me that the result ohtaiued, 
in so far as it injures the Dervishes and hampers their movements, &c., is quite incom¬ 
mensurate with the awful suffering inflicted on the wretched women aud children and 
non-combatant men, and if it is considered necessary to stop trade now from fear of cholera 
infection, on account of its being ai Massowah, why was the trade not stopped when the 
cholera was raging at Jeddah, a port a few hours’ sail from this place, ami in the vicinity 
of which many slaves coming through Tokar have been landed lately from the African 
coast, for it is well known that in consequence of this famine the Slave Trade received a 
great impetus. 

(b.) The stoppage of trade, or what is called “closing the gates,” of course means 
that no grain passes up country into the famine-stricken district, which is in favour with 
some people, their argument being, “ the Dervishes seize all the grain aud hoard it for 
future campaigns, not allowing the non-combatant and inotfensive population to have 
any; therefore allow none to go up, and our enemies will starve." What has been the 
result r Why, the Dervishes seized all the grain they could lay their hands on, and have 
smuggled a certain amount in, and though no doubt they have sutfered somewhat and 
diminished in numbers through desertion, their privations have been nothing in 
comparison with what the wretched non-combatants have suffered, who, I hear, have been 
literally dying in thousands; in fact, to me, it seems almost a ease of starving tbo many 
in order that the few may be injured. 

(c.) When Massowah aud Jeddah are declared free from infection, some definite 
action will have to be adopted of either opening the gates and allowing trade, in which 
ease the past action has boon rendered nugatory to a grout extent , or, if kept closed, it 
means an indefinite dragging on of the present state of things. 

(</.) Lastly, the turning away of thousands of starving, pouuilcss people from the 
gates, and sending them back into a country where no food was to be ohtaiued, and, if it 
was obtainable, only to bo purchased at famine prices, was most cruel and impolitic; 
and I do not believe it was necessary to take such strong and harsh measures, notwith¬ 
standing that tlio cholera was at Massowah, ami that some of the starving people had 
been aud might he our future enemies. 
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20. I am inclined to believe tlmt it the Red Sea Littoral was placed uuder the super¬ 
vision of a Civil Governor-General, it would be more conducive to a peaceful and trading 
policy being carried out a Simkin, more especially so when the question is decided as to 
occupying or not the Eastern Soudan. 

21. t propose sending in a further Report after visiting Agig, 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. KING HALL. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 20. 


Commander Hall to Vice-Admiral Sir A. Hoskins. 

" Melita” at Sea, Lat. 21° 89' .V., Long. 37® 27' E., 
Sir, October 20, 1890. 

IN continuation of my gonernl letter of the 8th October, l have the honour to 
report that 1 visited Agig Ilahdur on the 11th instant, and found there were 300 people 
being fed on the island, crossing daily in dhows over to the mainland and obtaining 
water from the wells, at which is stationed a Dervish outpost of some forty to fifty men. 
An Egyptian steamer, fitted with condensing apparatus, is also at hund, in case of being 
required, and capable of supplying a largo amount of water. 

2. On the 16th instant I proceeded out of Stiakin Harbour and hauled oir, after some 
trouble, the Egyptian steamer “Chcbin,” that had run on a cluster of reefs, going 
9 knots an hour. 

3. Everything is quiet in and around Simkin, in which place and its vicinity much 
distress prevails owing to the stoppage of trade, &c. 

4. There is hut little chance of the cholera breaking out at Stiakin now, for Jeddah 
is free of it and has a clean hill of health, and it has never come north of Massowah at 
any time. 

5. On the 18th instant Her Majesty's ship “ Gannot ” arrived, and Commander 
Corfo took over the duties of Senior Naval Officer in the Red Sea. 

6. 1 left Suakiu in Her Majesty’s ship under niv command for Suez on the 19th 
instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. KING HALL. 


No. 27. 

Sir E. Baring to the Margins of Salisbury*—(Received December 3.) 

(No. 129.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo , December 3, 1890. 

N K\V8 from the Soudan confirms rumours of a possible Dervish advance. North 
of Dongoln large supplies are being prepared, and though perhaps not at once, a 
forward movement is very likely to tala' place. 

Vn increase of cavalry is asked for by the Egyptian military authorities. On this 
subject, 1 have advised the Khedive to let the French Consul-General know the 
serious responsibility assumed by his Government in the event of their continuing to 
refuse the use of a part of conversion economies for army expenditure. 


No. 28. 

Sir E$ Baring to the Afarguis of Salisbury.—(Deceived December 4.) 

(No. 308.) 

My Lord, Cairo , A f oe;c//i6er 21, 1890. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a statement made to the 
Egyptian Intelligence Department by Sheikh Mohammed Mckki, who was formerly 
Cadi of Sennonr. His information appears to he trustworthy, and, as he only left 
Khartoum on the 10th October, it is of comparatively recent date. 

With regard to the fears entertained by the Italian authorities that a threatened 
aggression of the Dervishes might make it necessary for the Italian forces to advance 
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against Kassala (referred to in your Lordship’s telegram No. 50 of the 12tii instant 
to the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava), the information of this man tends to show that 
these fears me entirely groundless, lie reports that, on the contrary, “latterly very 
friendly relations have been established between the Dervishes and the Abyssinian 
frontier tril>c$, and there is no fear at present of hostilities in that part of the 
country.” 

II is possible that the statement of the Italian authorities may lmve been 
grounded on tho fact that tin? Khalifa recently inst rue ted tin* Commander at Kassala 
to resist any olfensive movement made by tie* Italians. 

Mohammed Mokki reports that the harvest in tin* Soudan is exceptionally good, 
and it may he expected that grain will soon be plentiful there, lie describes in some 
detail the intentions and plans of the Khalifa for sending another expedition against 

Egypt- 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


E. BATII NO. 


Inelosure in No. 28. 


Statement of Sheikh Mohammed Mrhki, fat* Cadi of Scnnaar. 

( ( Ibnfldbnf ini.) 

I WAS taken prisoner at the fall of Seminar, and sent to Omdurman, where T 
arrived in February 1885. Three months later tho Khalifa took me as Private 
Secretary, and I remained as such till the 10th October last, when I received 
permission to visit Berber, and from there \ eume north by Birnegem, Abu Arnga, 
and Haimar. 

I was present at the parade ordered by the Khalifa during the Kurban BaVrarn, 
to show Sheikh Khalil (the Egyptian Delegate) the Dervish forces. Those forces 
were collected from all parts of the Soudan, and it is said there were 10,000 men 
present, 2,000 horses, and 1,700 camels. Various expedients were resorted to to 
impress Sheikh Khalil, such as arming untrained Blacks with rillcs and manning 
guns with untrained men also. Sheikh Khalil, in reply to the Khalifa, said that the 
Egyptian forces were quite able to cope with anything the Khalifa could bring against 
them; for this he was imprisoned, while the A Uadi, who accompanied him, was 
allowed to return on making a more diplomatic answer. This foreo was again 
dispersed in August, and when I left Omdurman the number of tho force remaining 
there was about 5,000 Baggnra, 3,100 Bazingers, 1,200 other tribes; about 100 horses, 
32 brass guns, 4 machine-guns, 1 No. 5 brass gun (?), t rockets, 12,000 Remington 
rifles, and 9,000 tire-arms of other sorts; 1,200 camels had been collected to take 
grain to Elordi (Dongola). 

There arc now in tho Beit-el-Mal at Omdurman somo 20,000 ardebs of grain; 
these have been stored up for some time as provision against a famine, for there 
lias been great scarcity of grain during tho last few years; hut this year, owing to 
plentiful rain and an unusually high Nile, the harvest prospects are better than they 
have been for many years. Yvhcn I left it was estimated this year’s dliurra harvest 
would give enough food for three years. This has greatly pleased the Khalifa, 
for up till recently tho food supply was his greatest difficulty, and had it not 
been for the supply of Hour received from Suakin tho distress would lmvo been 
much greater. 

Tho Khalifa was very angry when ho heard that tho Suakin gates were closed and 
Osman Dignu's supplies cut off, for it was intended that he should invade Egypt, coining 
through the Bisharin country on to the Kench-Kosseir road. 

Ahmed Mahmud has now been dispatched to Uandoub with orders from the 
Khalifa to do all he can to induce the Government to open the gates and thus enable 
Osman Digna to carry out his original plan. 

When 1 left Omdurman the price of dhurru was 12 dollars the ardeb, for largo 
supplies were received from Fashoua when tho dhurru was ripe some months ago. 

I do not think the Khalifa will supply Osman Digna with dhurra; hut I know 
that some Berber merchants recently took supplies to Tokar. 

The Khalifa is reserving all the supplies to send to Dongola for reasons which I 
will now explain. Ever since Mahdiism began all the leaders have preached the 
conquest of Egypt. It was the Mululi’s will, and the Khalifa has often made attempts 
‘ M 



to carry it out. Tho last attempt, under Wad-en-Nejumi, failed, and tho defeat at 
Toski was a great blow to Abdullau Taaslii; but Nojumis expedition started when the 
Khalifa had many difficulties elsewhere; the Abyssinian frontier was disturbed, and 
after the lost battle at Gallabat it was necessary to keep a large forco there; but 
latterly very friendly relations liave been established between the Dervishes and the 
Abyssinian frontier tribes, and there is no fear at present of hostilities in that part of 
the country. 

A good deal of trade exists at Gallabat, where there is a good bazaar, and 
Abyssinians bring quantities of supplies. 

For some years the state of Darfour also caused the Khalifa great anxiety, and he 
had to withdraw many of Nejumi’s men to reinforce his army at El Fasher; but now 
Darfour is comparatively quiet. 

For both these reasons, and from the fact that the famine is now over in the 
Soudan, the Kluilifa has again conceived the idea of making a descent on Egypt. On 
the loth September, 181)0, ho announced in tho mosque that ho had received a 
revelation from God, who told him that the fall of Cairo was destined for the present 
year (1308); ho then ordered another concentration of tho forces from all parts— 
as ho had (lone for Sheikh Khalil—and directed the various Commanders to leave only 
small posts in their various districts—this concentration was to be completed by the 
25th October; but I do not beliovo that it will be really effected for some months, 
perhaps four or live months after the order was first issued. This force is destined to 
invade Egypt, and after concentration it will proceed to Dongola; the Commander is 
not yet appointed, but I expect it will be ono of the Khalifas, cither tho Khalifa 
8herif or Ali Wad ITelu; and my reason for thinking this is that there is great 
dissension between the Khalifa Abdullah and tho other t wo. 

The disagreement arose about the succession to tho Khalifate; according to the 
Mabdi’s will, Ali Wad llelu is to succeed Khalifa Abdullah in case of tho latter’s 
death ; but Abdullah said tliat. God has revealed to him in a vision that the successor 
was to bo his brother, Yakub, tbo present Commander-in-chief of tho Dervish army; 
tho effect of this was an estrangement lietween tho Khalifas, and now Abdullah lias 
collected tho arms and weapons of both the other Khalifas' follower's and so rendered 
them powerless, and I think he will now do his best to <*et rid of one or both of them 
by sending them with the expedition for the conquest of Egypt. 

The Khalifa announced that ho was satisfied that tho route followed by Nojurni 
was tho right one, and that letter arrangements should bo made to avoid tho starvation 
which after all, lie said, had more to do with Ncjmni’s defeat than any action of 
the troops; lie has taken up this notion for the following reason:— 

When Ycsin (tho Jaali who was taken prisoner at Toski) was sent back to the 
Soudan with Proclamations to the tribes from Ilia! Pasha, the Khalifa asked him 
about the battlo of Toski; Ycsin spoke very much about the great number of troops 
ho saw, and spoke well of his treatment in Egypt; this greatly annoyed tlie Khalifa, 
and he put Yesin in prison. When the other men who hod escaped from Toski heard 
this they were frightened to tell the Khalifa tho truth, and all agreed to say that it was 
really starvation which caused tho collapse of the expedition. 

The Khalifa has therefore decided to make an invasion on a large scale and to 
keep it well supplied with food ; he has said that the only tribes who are to remain behind 
are tho Taaslii and liabbanieh (who are his own tribe), and that all the others are to 
take t>urt in tlih expedition. Tbo first detachment, consisting of 100 ltayas (standards) 
are to start shortly from Omdurman for Dongola; but when I left they had not 
collected all the men. 

Zeki Tumal, the Emir of Gallabat, and Osman Adam (Ganoo), of El Fasher, wore 
both summoned to Omdurman to take the Khalifa's instructions regarding the 
reinforcements they were to send from their districts. 

The Khalifa was recently disturbed by the desertion of *A,()00 llnzingers and 
(ichadich from Gallabat under a certain man called Joliar, who was formerly one 
Abu Angar's Emirs, but on tho death of tho latter he was reduced from the" rank of 
Emir by his successor, and as lie was popular, ho got together a following of 
4,000 men nnd sot off for Gebel Dair; an attempt was made to intercept him at 
Fazoglu, where tho Einir Abder Itiisoul was collecting men and food; but 1,000 of the 
latter Emir's men joined Johar, and the whole force safely reached Gobcl Dair, where 
they joined Mck Kumbo’s son, whom the Dervishes havo never been able to subdue. 

* The Klialifu still believes there are many people in Egypt who are Mahdiists at 
heart, especiallv amongst the Kenuz and Gioffra districts, and a good deal of eorrespon- 
deuce goea on between Omdurman and Egypt. 
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The Khalifa receives tbo “ El Aliram ” and " El Watan ” newspapers regularly. 
On reading the discussions between England and Italy regarding Kassala, be remarked 
that it was a pity people could not givo up dividing a country which was not their 
own. He also sent instructions to the Emir of Kassala, Sayid Hamid, to resist any 
attempt of the Italians to take possession of Kassala, and later on bo sent for this 
Emir, who was at Omdurman when I left.* Ho also know that Germany bad acquired 
territory in tbo Soudan. 

There is much difficulty about the manufacture of powder in Omdurman. A 
foreigner who has taken the name of “Mohammed Yuscf” was ordered by the Khalifa 
to make powder, and he manufactured a largo quantity; at first it gave good results, 
but deteriorated very quickly. Yuscf was threatened with death, hut got a reprieve on 
the promise that he would obtain certain ingredients from Suakin which would insure 
good results. The messenger he sent arrived at Suakin to find the gates closed, but ho 
may bo able to get it by smuggling. 

Large quantities of lead fulminate, caps, &c., arc brought to Omdurman from both 
the Red Sea and from Egypt; thev are generally concealed carefully amongst tho 
merchandize. The lead is generally bidden by a false bottom being inado in the sugar 
cases, and I do not think the merchandize can bo carefully examined before it leaves 
Egypt or Suakin. 

There arc very few sakiychs working round Omdurman; but the high Nile and 
plentiful rain has dono tho work of tho sakiychs. The Khalifa has ordered all tho 
people to cultivate; ho sends men round to inspect, anl lie obtains always half tho 
crops for the Boit-el-Mal. 

Thero has been no communication with the Southern Bahr-cl-Ghazal or Equatoria 
for a long time. The steamer “Bordion” is still hemmed in by the “suds,’’ and tho 
last news of Emin Pasha was that ho had joined the Italians. 

Tho three steamers “Towftkich," “SaUcli," and “ Khartoum,”t are in wovkiug 
order; tho “ tsma'ilia ” is under repair, and tho " Talura ” is at Dongola; they are 
chiefly employed in collecting grain and bringing it to Omdurman. 

As far ns I know the Khalifa’s intentions, I am sum that he intends to invade 
Egypt, and, as I said l»ofore, everything is more favourable for that project thau it has 
ever been ljefore. I do not think tho tribes want to fight; they are tired of Mahdiism, 
which, as a religious movement, has really almost censed to oxist; but it is still openly 
practised, and as its motto is “ Universal conquest,” the Khalifa must always have some 
expedition to support his religious pretensions. 

(Signed) E. R. WINGATE, Kn'imaknm, 

A A.O., Intelligence. 

I Irad-quarters, Egyptian Army, M 'ar Office, 

Cairo, November 20, 1890. 


No. 20. 

Sir E. Haring to the Margins of Salisbury.—(Received December •!.) 

(No. 309.) 

My Lord, Cairo, Novembtr 22, 1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 301 of tho 16th instaut, reporting on tho 
Regulations respecting trade at Suakin which had l>eeu issued by General Sir Francis 
Grenfell after consultation with the proper authorities of tho Egyntinu Government and 
with myself, I huve tho honour to inclose herewith copy of a despatch which I liavo 
received from Mr. Consul Barnhum, containing lus remarks on what ho considers will 
bo their probablo effect. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 

Jl * * 


• This it probably the origin of tbo rumour received from luVau sources that the Uerviihet were meditating 
a descent on the Abyssinian frontier.—F. K. W. 

t Tho rt Khartoum ** wif originally Gordon's little stcam*Uunch the ** Moharnmel All*" but its mm? wit 
changed. 











Juclosurc 1 in No. 29. 


Consul Horn ham to Sir E. Baring. 

Sir, Sualxin, Not . 10; 18Q0« 

WITH reference io my despatch of the 7th instant, I have the honour to 
forward copy of the Regulations as to trade which wore received Trom Cairo this 
week. 1 would have had a copy made and forwarded with that letter, hut the |>ost 
was just leaving. 

I am to receive a more detailed statement in the course of the day. 

I interpret these Regulations as moaning that supplies,/.#., food and clothing, 
may go to Tokar and llaudoub if there he no reason to Supple that they arc going to 
a Dervish force. 

The only circumstances under which there would he reason to suppose this would 
be where the merchant who applies for a permit is a notoriously I>:ul diameter, or 
where contraband of war has been detected in his merchandize. Otherwise, subject to 
regulations as to quantity, I apprehend that permission is given to the (lovcrnor- 
Gcneral to grant permits freely. If, however, this he no! the ease, if the Governor 
cannot give* a permit to any one who asks for it, for or via Ilandouh and Tokar, simply 
because Dervishes are stotioned there, then I think that these Regulations will prove 
a dead letter, and we shall have a complete stoppage of trade, as if the cordon were 
still round the town. It is impossible to take any satisfactory guarantee from a 
merchant or carrier that his goods will not go to those places, for, when once the 
goods have passed the line of forts, the Government lias no means of detection beyond 
the range of a telescope. 

Whatever the destination, the Dervish pickets will still take 10 per cent, from 
caravans leaving Suakin. 

I trust that my interpretation of tlie order is correct. Something ought, in 
common fairness, to he done to relieve the Rankin merchants of the dhurra now 
remaining on hand. These people know nothing beyond trade; they have had nothing 
to do with the Dervishes, and did not bring their dhurra here with the object of 
selling it to them. Yet the public have been made to infer this from the press. 

They were told that the supply on hand was insufficient for the wants of the town 
beyond a fortnight: they all telegraphed toRoinbay and Aden, and the result was that 
several cargoes, arrived. When the gates were closed it would have been fairer had the 
Government used pressure to induce them to reship their grain to Aden, giving them 
clearly to understand that they would never be permitted to sell the balance here until 
it luid gone had by keeping. 

1 have, &o. 

(Signed) IIKNRV MARKHAM. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 29, 


Memorandum . 

Til L following instructions have been received from Cairo;— 

••Trade will be allowed at Suakin and all Government ports in the Red Sea 
Littoral under the following restrictions: 

‘•Any person coming to Suakin, or any Government port, will he permitted to 
take out required supplies, unless there is reason to suppose that the supplies arc 
for the use of a Dervish force or to establish a market for the support of Dervishes. 

••No export by sea for the Red Sea Littoral can he permitted to other than 
Government ports. 

14 Trade in arms, powder, and munitions of war is strictly prohibited. 

44 The amount of grain allowed to he purchased will be regulated bv the Governor* 
General." 
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No. 30. 


Sir K. Baring to the ^f<^rq^li$ of Salisbury.—(Received December 4.) 

(No. 311. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo } November 24, 1890. 

YO'UR Lordship will, without doubt, remember that in virtue of a Declaration signed 
in London on the 17th March, 1885, the principle that the professional tax and the 
stamp duty should be paid by Europeans resident in Egypt was accepted by the Repre¬ 
sentatives of all the Great Powers of Europe. 

After a long delay the Egyptian Government proposed that the Commissioners of 
the Debt should be intrusted with the preparation of the Laws regulating these taxes. 

On the 15th March your Lordship addressed a Circular to the Powers expressing a 
hope that this arrangement would be accepted. It was pointed out that the Powers were 
only to be consulted again M in the event of irreconcilable difference of opinion arising 
between the Commissioners of the Caissc and the Khedivial Government. 1 ' (Sec Con¬ 
fidential Print 5099, p. 88.) 

This proposal was accepted by all the Powers; the French Government, however, 
stipulated that the Commissioners should be unanimous in their decision. The Italian 
consent was conveyed in a letter addressed to Mr. Kennedy by Signor Damiaui on the 
31st March, 1SSS. (Sec Confidential Print 5009, p. 98.) 

After some long and tedious discussions, the Commissioners come to an unanimous 
decision as regards the professional tax. The adhesion of the minor Powers had to he 
obtained, but it was thought that, after the engagements which had been taken, the 
adhesion of the Great Powers was merely a matter of form. The French Government, 

I may observe, lias sent in its adhesion. 

I have now the honour to report that Count Leyden called on me a few days ago, 
and informed me, confidentially, that M. Maccio had been iu communication with him on 
this subject. 

It would appear that the Italian Government is disposed to make objections, not 
only to certain points of detail, but also to challenge the whole principle of the proposal. 
Representations had been made at llcrlin with a view to obtaining the support of tho 
German Government. 

The latter had endeavoured to dissuade M. Crispi from the adoption of the course 
which lie was inclined to pursue, hut in vain. M. Maccio, who is, I believe, personally 
opposed to the action of his Government in this matter, will probably address the 
Egyptian Government about it. In that case 1 gathered from what Count Leyden said 
that lie would, under his instructions, he obliged to afford a certain, though very lukewarm, 
support to the views of the Italian Government. 

The action of the Italian Government is much to be regretted. When I was at 
Naples I told M. Crispi, at the last interview 1 had with him, that I should continue to 
do all in my power to treat in a most friendly spirit any local question which might arise 
affecting Italian interests. I have fully acted up to this engagement. A short time ago 
Keller I'asha, an Austrian, who was one of the Law Officers of the Egyptian Government, 
died. It was suggested that M. Moriondo, one of the Italian Judges of (he Mixed 
Courts of First Instance, should he appointed iu his place. M. Moriondo is a capable 
man, and it was thought that the appointment would give satisfaction to the Italian 
Government, who have frequently urged the employment of Italian officials in Egypt. 
I could easily have stopped the appointment being made, but so far from doing so, 1 
expressed my opinion that the solution was a good one. The place was, therefore, 
offered to M. Moriondo, who has applied to Rome for leave to accept it. There appeal a 
to lie some doubt whether, under the Regulations of the Italian Service, lie is able to do 
so. However this may be, the fact of the offer having been made showed a friendly 
disposition towards the Italians. 

If the Italian Government change their general policy in consequence of the failure 
of the Kassala negotiations—and of this there would appear to be some indications— 
they must not bo surprised if on their side the Egyptian Government treats local 
Italian questions in a less friendly spirit than heretofore. Their refusal to agree to the 
professional tax will, 1 cannot doubt, cause great irritation; and, indeed, in view of the 
engagements taken by the Italian Government in 1885 and in 1888, such a course of 
action is difficult to justify. 

It would also be very unfortunate if the German Government were drawn inti- 
supporting the Italian views. So far as I can judge, however, German support is not 
iikelv to go very far in this direction. 


N 
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It may possibly at a later stage of the proceedings be desirable to make some 
representations at Rome or Berlin on the subject, but until M. Maccio has made some 
communication to the Egyptian Government, 1 should be inclined to reccommcnd delay. 
I think it desirable, however, to inform your Lordship of the attitude which the Italian 
Government appear disposed to adopt in this matter. 



No. 31. 


T/u Marquis of Dujftrin to tht Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 4.) 

(No. 203.) 

My Lord, Rome, November 28, 1890. 

ON receipt of your Lordship’s telegrams Nos. 58 and 59 of the 23rd instant, 
informing me that Her Majesty’s Government had received advices to the effect that 
nine dhows were at Taklai laden with merchandize destined for Toknr, I at once addressed 
a communication to Signor Crispi, requesting him to issuo such instructions to the 
authorities at Massowah ns would put a stop to this contraband trade. 

I have now' the honour to inclose translation of his Excellency’s reply, stating that 
in consequence of similar complaints made by your Lordship to the Italian Ambassador 
in London, renewed instructions were sent to the competent officers, and that a telegram 
was received from them on the 21st instant asserting that if any grain had been landed 
for the Dervishes, it could only be at some place to the north of has Kusar. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) DUFFERIN and AVA. 


Inclosure in No. 31. 

Signor Crispi to the Marquis of Duffer in. 

(Translation.) 

Al. l Ambassadcur, Rome, November 26, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of vour Excellency's note of the 
24th instant respecting the contraband traffic which, according to information received at 
the Foreign Office, would appear to be carried on from the port of Taklai with the 
Dervishes of Tokar. 

In consequence of similar complaints made within the last few days by the 
Marquis of Salisbury to the Royal Ambassador in London, this Office called for detailed 
information on the subject from the authorities at Massowah, and renewed the instructions 
respecting the surveillance of the coast subjected to Italian jurisdiction. A telegram 
from the Civil and Military Governor of Eritrea, received on the 21st of this month, 
declares that the most active surveillance is exercised by the Royal ships, especially at 
'Taklai; and that if any Arab dhow has succeeded in disembarking grain intended for 
the Dervishes, it can only have done so by putting in at some landing-place lying to the 
north of lias Kasar. 

I beg your Excellency to bring the foregoing to the notice of the Marquis of Salisbury, 
and to udd that the Government of the King arc making the utmost efforts to prevent 
this contraband trade. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) CRISPI. 


No. 82. 

Sir K. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 9.) 

(No. 132.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, December 9, 1H90. 

MY telegram No. 129 of the 3rd. 

The Khedive has spoken to the French Consul-General in the sense indicated in 
my telegram. 

Count d’Aubigny will communicate with his Government, but he advised the 
Khedive to address the Porte through Moukhtar Pasha, This advioc, ho stated, camo 
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from himself, but ho was sure that the views of the French Government were these. 
If the Sultan agreed, ho was sure they would make no objection. 

The reply of tho Khedive was to the effect that he must decline to adopt this 
suggestion, as his army was well within the limit which tho Firmans prescribe. 

I told the Khedive that I thought it wise of him to refuse. 

Tho Financial Department will grant a supplementary 30,000/. to the War 
Department for purchasing materials of war. 

Letters from the Khalifa addressed to the Sultan and Khedive have been received 
at Suakin. They are threatening as usual, and state that an army of 33,000 meu 
will make an advance. Tho genuineness of tho letters is doubted by the War Office. 


No. 33. 

Sir E. Raring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 16.) 


(No. 310.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 5, 1800. 

I HAVE tho honour to inclose herewith extracts from tho Reports of the officer 
in charge of the Intelligence DojKirtment on the frontier at Wady Haifa. 

Tho news contained in these Rejiorts appears to confirm the opinion previously 
expressed, that tho Dervishes are projwring for a further advance on Egypt. They are 
said to be collecting large stores and supplies to tho north of Dongola. Although this 
advance will probably take place, somu months will perhaps elapse before it is made. 

The military nuihorities of the Egyptian army consider that an increase of their 
cavalry is a matter of pressing necessity. I have therefore recommended the Khedive 
to see the French Consul-General, and to point, out to him tho very serious respon¬ 
sibility the French Government will incur if they do not speedily agree to the 
application of a portion of the economies resulting from the conversion to army 
expenditure. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BAKING. 


Inolosure in No. 33. 

Extracts from Frontier Intelligence Diary, November 9 to 23, 1890. 

TWO eamclmen, who accompanied some Dervish families to Suarda who hud 
been permitted to go back to the Soudan, returned to llulfa on tho 16th instant. 
They state that while at Suarda they heard that tho Emirs Nur Angarah and Abu 
Girgch, who had lately beeu summoned to Omdurman by the Khalifa, had returned to 
Dongola with a large force. Also, twelve bouts loaded with grain had left Dongola for 
Suarda, but had not arrived. 

Crops at Khartoum very good this year. 

A deserter from the Dervish patrol at Akashch arrived on tho 18th November, 
and says that there are six important Emini at 8uarda, with a force of 300 fighting 
men, of whom 70 arc Baggaru; the remuiudor are Joalin and Danaglu. There are 100 
men at Mogrnkch, and a patrol of 4 eamelmou and 0 foot soldiers to Akashch 
regularly. About a mouth ago Osman Azrak received a letter from the Khalifa, 
telling him tho timo for fighting was drnwiug near, and that lie was going to send a 
large army and great supplies. Tho dates in the Sukkot district are being stored at 
Suarda, Abri, Amara, and Koyek, and at Kubct Selim on the west bank. It is stated 
that a rumour was current at Dongola two mouths ago that the army the Khalifa 
inteuded to send to Egypt had been countermanded, on Zogal’s (Emir of Dongola) 
advice, until the dates should have been gathered and stored. 

(Signed) F. R. WINGATE. 


December 3, 1890. 
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No. 34. 

Sir E. Haring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 22.) 

(No. 320.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 9,1890. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 182 of to-day, I have the honour to incloso 
herewith translations of two letters which have been received at Suakin, addressed to 
the Sultan and Khedive, and purporting to come from the Khalifa. They contain 
the usual threats and summons to submit to the successor of the Mahdi, and add that, 
in the event of compliance being refused, an advance will he made against Egypt by 
an army of 33,000 men. 

The authorities of the Egyptian War Office doubt tho authenticity of those 
letters, as it appears that the seal is illegible, and is neither of the size nor the shape 
of the Khalifa’s seal; while neither the writing, the composition, nor tho modes of 
expression resemble any previous communications from the Khalifa. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BAKING. 


Inclosure in No. 34. 

Translation of Letters brought by Dafa' Allah Abon Hekrfrom Oindurman, purporting to be 
from Khalifa Abdullah Taashi, but most probably forgeries. 


(l) 

IN tho name of God the Merciful, the Compassionate. Praise be unto God, tho 
Beneficent Euler, and peace be upon our Lord, Mohammed and iiis family; with 
salutations. 

From the servant of God, Khalifa Abdullah, successor of the Mahdi, peace la: 
upon him, to Sultan Abdul Medjid, tho peace of God, His mercy and blessing be 
upon you. 

Wo have heard what you wished us to know, and in this letter which wo now 
send to you, we inform you that the number of our troops is 33,000 men; they arc 
well-armed and equipped, and have strong horses. If you listen to my words and 
submit, there need be no war; but if not, the Ansars will soon, yea. very soon, attack 
you. Tell us now of your strength; tho number of your men, your arms, and your 
horses. God says in Iiis Book, “ Prepare with all your might to resist them.” “ Your 
enemy is My enemy," says God, " and I shall d<*al hardly with them.” 

6od also says, “ Yo who have faith, ye arc the Ansars of God." Jesus, Son of 
Mary, also says’ “Tell the hypocrites that they sbnll be hardly treated.’ - God also 
says) “ Be ye united unto God) and never separate from liim." 

This is our last letter to you, aud may God direct you in tho right path. 

(Seal illegible, not the usual shape or size of the Khalifa’s seal.) 


( 2 .) 

After similar salutations. 

From the servant of God, the Khaliia of tho Mahdi, to Tewlik Bey. 

The peace of God, His mercy and blessing be upon you. May the grace ol God 
be with you. Wo have heard that you arc presently coming to us; wo have not met 
for a long while. If it be God’s will we shall meet you soon with tho Ansars, who 
number 33,000 men, well-armed warriors, with strong horses. Now listen to what I 
say, and submit. God says, “Bo obedient, to God, to tho Prophet, and to your 
Rulers." If you do not listen and submit, we shall advance against you, aud God is 
more powerful than you. 

(Sci.1 illegible.) 


No. 35. 

Sir h. Haring to the Marguis of Salisbury.—(Received December 22.) 

(No. 321.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 11, Ib'JO. 

I INFORMED your Lordship in my despatch No. 311, Confidential, of tkc- 
21th ultimo, that it was proposed to np)>oint an Italian gentleman, M. Moriondo, to 
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fill the vacancy causc<l by the death of Keller Pasha among the Law Officers of tho 
Egyptian Government. I have now the honour to inclose copy of a Khodivial Decree* 
published in last night's "Journal Officiel," gazetting M. Morioudo to this appoint- 
ment. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. DARING. 


No. 30. 

Sir E. Haring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December *29.) 

(No. 326.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 10,1890. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a Report by Colonel Ross, who is 
temporarily filling Sir C. Scott MoncriefTs place as Under-Secretary for Public 
Works. 

This note shows the distribution and manner of employment of a sum of 
£ E. 800,000 which, as your Lordship is already aware, was borrowed to be spent on 
irrigation works during the three years 1890-02. It now appears that the projected 
works will be completed in 1891 instead of in 1892, as had been anticipated. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. 30. 

Extract from the " Journal Officiel" of December 15, 1890. 

— 

Pk&IDENOE DU CONSKII. DBS MINISTRE8. 


Note adresse’e au Conseil par le Ministere des Travaux Publics. 

LE MinisnVe des Travaux Publics a l’honncur d’exposer au Conseil quo les 
travaux extraordinaircs d’irrigation commences cn 1890 pour fctro cntifcrcment achcvds 
en 1892, oonformdmcnt au diSsir do sou Excellence le President du Conseil, sont payds 
au moycu dc fonds provenant d’un emprunt dc .£ E. 800,000 rdparti commc suit:— 

£E. 

1. Achievement des travaux du grand barrage ct dc* travaux pour repartition 

dca oaux .. M •• •• •• .. •• 161,000 

2. Canaux d'fcoulemcht pour lo drainage dans la Buwe-Egyptc .. •. 250,000 

3. Amelioration do Tctat du Hnyah Blhtra • • • • . • • • 45,000 

4. Travaux pour prtvenir le “clmraki" dans la Ilnutc- ct dans la Basse-£gypte 344,000 

Total •. «• •• •• •• •• 300,000 


II a <Std predovd sur cc credit uno somme dc £ E. *178,000 pour former lo budget 
special do 1890, qui so decompose commc suit 


Achievement du barrage 

Personnel 

Drainage 

Travaux *• charaki" 
Kayuh Bthtra 
Dfversoir Kochccha 

Total 


£ E. 
154,001 
14,000 
63,390 
161,609 
45,000 
40,000 

478,000 


Le Minist&rc soumet cn co moment, dans tous ses details, i\ l’approbation du 
Conseil, le budget special pour l’Exercice 1891, dont voici un apor 9 U sommairo:— 

£ E. 

Personnel et divers • • •. . • • • • • • • 5,307 

Drainage dans les quatre ecrcles .. •• •• •• «• 145,000 

Ddvenoir Kochlcha „ , • •• •• .. •• 10,000 

Travaux M charaki” ,, .. .. • • .. •• 161,693 


Total 


322,000 


• Not prinUd. 

[706] 
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Los dispenses faites ct ii fnire i>o«r les deux auu6es 1890 ot 1891 soront «lonc los 

Huivantes:— 

•.. *> •- 

Pour l$00 • • •• •• •• •• • • «i 4<6,000 

Pour 1^0 i .. M .. «« .. .. .. 322,000 


Total 


,. 800,000 


Do cottc fafon 1c erddit de £ E. 800,000 sera dpuisd il la fin do 1891 et uon dc 
1892, ainsi qu’il a dtd dit plus hnut. 

Las fouds allouds pour prdvenir le “ clmraki ” ]>endant lesaundes 1890-91 s’dldvent 
i\ £ E. 323,302, cl si nous ajbutons a ce cliiffre la somme affeetde au ddversoir do 
Kochdclm, qui, ii proprement parlor, no constituc pas un travail charaki, nous 
obtiendrons iui total dc £ E. 373,302, accusant un exeddent do £ E. 29,302 sur les 
fonds dc l’emprunt allouds pour les travaux charaki. 

On pourrait facilemcnt purer ii cct exeddent ct ofleetuer uuc dconomic dquivalentc 


ordinaires (amxucls). Mais dans lo cas oil les travaux do cctte dernidre catdgoric 
attcindraient uuc quautitd dnorme cu 1891, nous pensons qu’il serait ddsirablc 
d’augmenter le budget spdeial d’uuo nouvclle somme. 

Lai somme ddduitc du erddit de £ E. 250,000 primitivement alTectd aux travaux de 
drainage, s'dldve ii £ E. 41,610. II cst probable qu’it la liquidation ddlinitivc dcs 
comptes de 1892, cctte rdductiou sera ajoutde de nouveau ii cc Chapitro. 

Nous ferons remarquer ici quo les ouvragos d’art projetds dans les rrovinccs de 
Kench, Guirguob, Assiout, Miiuob, Guizch, Beni-Souof, ct Bdhdra, portds dans le 
budget que nous avons l’honucur dc souiuettrc ci-joint, constituent un travail d’une 
importance aapitale. 

Nous avons dcartd, pour dcs raisons financidrcs, iine trds grande quantitd dc 
travaux du “ Forecast ” ou l’dtat primitif ouc j'avais prepare a la suite de mon 
inspection dans la Haute*Egyptc pour mo rendre compte dcs ddgiits occasionnds par la 
sdcherosso dc 1888. Quclques-uns seront probablcment imputes au fur ct ii mesure 
sur lo budget ordinaire du Ministdre, Chapitro IV: Travaux Neufs; d’autrea seront 
ddflnitivciucnt abandonnds. Cette dernidro catdgoric fora l'objct d’une note spdeiale 
quo je me propose de soiunettre au Conseil das ilinistres, au mois do Janvier prochnin. 

Les travaux do terrnssement ii faire cctte amide consistent uniquement dans la 
rectification des canaux les plus importants. Quant aux travaux d'approfondissoment, 
ils soront ajournds jusqu'en 1892 et seront alors executes comme terrassement 
ordinaire. 

Je dirai, cn terminaut, que les travaux cxdcutds jusqu’ii fin 1890 ont dtd trds 
satisfaisants, bien ct solidement construits. 

Jjcs terrassements dc la nouvello voie ferrde d'Assiout ii Guirgch, nous ont perm is 
d 'ut i User les excavations formdes par les emprunts do la voie, commo canaux d’lrriga- 
tion. Les canaux ninsi formds nc mesurent pas moins dc 37 kilom. do longueur. 

Le Sous-Scerdtairc u Etat par intdrim, 

Pour le Ministrc, 

(Signd) J. C. 1108S, Lieutenant-Colonel, R.E. 

Le CVii re, le G De'cembre, 1890. 

Le Conseil des Ministrcs a, dans sa seance du Jcudi 29 Uabi-Akher, 1308 
(11 Ddccmbro, 1890), approuvd la prdsente note tcndnnt ii afTccter un erddit dc 
£E. 322,000 pour les travaux extrnordinaircs d’irrigation dc l’nundc 1891. 


No. 37. 

.Sir E. llariny to the Marquis of Salisbury.’—(Received December 29.) 

(No. 826.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 17, 1890. 

I IIAVE the honour to inclose copy of despatch which I have received from 
Jlcr Majesty’s Consul at Suukin, reporting the death of tho Sheikh of the Amnrar 


• 5 / 



Arabs, and giving some further information respecting the importation of grain into tho 
Tokar district. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BAKING. 


Inclosuro in No. 37. 

Consul Bwrnham to Sir E. Baring. 

Sir, Sun kin, December 10, 1890. 

I HAVE tho honour to inform your Excellency that perfect tranquillity has for 
some time past prevailed in this district. 

Sheik Ahmed Mahmoud, of the Fadlftb Amamrs, died on the 29th ultimo of fever, 
on the Suakin-Bcrbor road, while returning to resume command as Emir of nandoub. 
He was buried at Jcbel Derak, between Ariab and Itowni, and public mourning for 
his death was celebrated here and at Ilnndoub on the 5th iustant. There is a bazaar 
report current that Osman Dignn has imposed a tax of 50 per cent, upon grain in the 
Tokar district, both of local cultivation and imported. If true, it must exasperate 
the people, and I should not be surprised to hear one day that he has been assassinated. 
His following is numerically very weak. 

In a letter received from Agig three days ago I read that 5,500 bags of dhourra 
had just entered Tokar from tho south, but whether from the Haoob country 
(Taklai) or from Mossowah direct is not stated. In any case, our policy of 
prohibiting trade at Suakin is void of meaning, so long as a similar policy is not 
enforced by the Italians. 

Tho price of grain at Tokar is the same as at Suakin, 2 and 3 piastres dollars per 
bag, and about the same at places north. 

Recently several dhows engaged in smuggling grain on to the coast, north of 
Suakin, have been captured by Government boats. They clear from Jeddah with 
papers for Suakin in perfect order, but are detected landing grain in tho creeks, 
north. 

From Berber we hear that Senoussi’s leaders, Ibrahim*ol-Shaggi and Ali Burnowie, 
with many followers fromShalid, Darfur, andAVadai, are near E10beid,and advancing 
on Omdurman. Her Majesty’s ship “Scout ” is expected on the 13th. 

I have <&c 

(Signed) ’ HENRY 1). BARN HAM. 


No. 3S. 

Sir E. iSuriny to the Munjui* of Salisbury.—(Received December 20.) 

(No. 330.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 11), 1890. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting tho grain trndo at Suakin 
I have the honour to inclose herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Her Muiestv’s Consul ut Suakin, suggesting that the grain now in the hands of the 
British Indian merchants at Suakin, should 1 m* purchased by the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment. 

I also inclose copy of a telegraphic reply which l sent to Mr. Barnham after 
consultation witli Sir Francis Grenfell, pointing out that tho Egyptian Government 
could not be expected to buy tho grain unless they really require it, which appears 
not to be the ease, and reminding him that if the Suakin merchants consider that they 
have a legal claim to compensation, their proper course would be to bring an action in 
the Mixed Courts. 

It is to be hoped that the instructions given to the Governor of Suakin as 
reported in my despatch No. 287 of tho 28th October, to give a liberal interpretation 
of the existing trade regulations, will he suflieient to enable the merchants to get rid 
of their present stuck. 

I have, &e. 

tSigued) E. BARING. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 38. 


Consul Barnham to Sir E. Baring. 


Sir, Suakin, December 10, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, with reference to previous correspondence, that 
I had spoken to Hollcd Smith Pasha before submitting to your Excellency my proposal 
that the grain remaining unsold in the hands of the British Indian merchants should 
be purchased by the Local Government. 

The Governor-General expressed hissenso of justice of the transaction, but pointed 
out that under the existing regulations as to trade, ho could find no immediate use for 
the grain. That is self-evident. The population of Suakin and its dependent ports is 
known, as also the daily consumption; and unless regulations are relaxed, strangers 
will not he attracted to the coast, and the rate of consumption will remain the same. 
My proposal, then, is to transfer a burden fromt he hands of the merchants to those of 
the local authorities. 

Naturally enough the Governor-General, in his responsible position, cannot 
express unqualified approval of tho proposal. He must think of the objections which 
the financial authorities in Cairo may raise. Yet, broadly stated, I think his view is, 
that, if the money be forthcoming, he, as Governor-General, would have no decided 
objection to tho transaction. 

It is true that when I read to him your Excellency’s telegrams he said he t hought 
we should establish a bad precedent, but that is just tho sort of observation that any 
Governor-General might make, pro formtl, and knowing the facts of tho case I cannot 
take it seriously. There can be no fear of its being followed at any future time, unless 
provoked by the fault of tho Government itself,as was the case on this occasion; vide 
the action of the Sub-Governor in advising the merchants to send for the grain, and 
tho subsequent closing of the gates in the teeth of this fact. Of course all trade is 
precarious at Suakin. The merchants have, in times past, made much or lost heavily, 
according to the fortune of war,according as politics changed; but whenever the gates 
were closed the Government did its best to give the merchants timely warning. Now 
the Government is in the wrong. Not only no warning was given, but they were 
heedlessly encouraged to Hood tho town with perishable goods. If this blow had fallen 
upon wealthy English merchants instead of Banians, their claim would now bo before 
tho Mixed Tribunals in Egypt. The Banians at first made protests at the Consulate, 
but finally settled down into something like resignation, always trusting that I would 
be able to do something for them. Before jimposing tho purchase of their grain I had 
not apprised them of my intention, for I thought it would not be well to raiso hopes 
which might not be fulfilled. Last night I spoke with tho leading merchant, 
Mohammed Ibrahim, and sounded him with this result, that ho tells mo that if the 
Government will purchase two-thirds of tho whole they will feel sufficiently relieved. 
This should make the questiou much easier, though my own feeling is that the 
merchants arc eutitlcd to havo the whole of it taken oil their hands. 

The total number of bags on hand in Banian stores is 1C,313, not 20,000, as stated 
in my letter. By a clerical error, grain lielonging to Arab mcrchnuls had been 
included. The total approximate cost, 7,600/., as given in my telegram of the 
8th instant, holds good for the total quantity of dhourra. For two-thirds, then, the 
cost will be about 5,000/. The calculation is made at 45 piastres, or 2| dollars per 
bag. The value of the Maria Theresa dollar being to-day 10 piastres. As regards 
quanity in this case, the grain at the present rate of consumption would not bo entirely 
cleared from tho Government stores under at least five months. But, I trust, the 
present attitude towards trade will not do prolonged indefinitely. 

It remains for mo to point out to your Excellency alternatives:— 

1. That tho Government should pay freight and expenses at 4.J piastres por bag 
for the reshipment of this grain to Massohah. That would cost the Government 752/. 

2. That the gates should be temporarily reopened until the whole of this grain 
has gone out. That, l am sure, would bo the wisest course to take. 

It remains for mo to mention that when I saw the Governor-General to-day, ho 
*aid, he thought tnc Arab merchants would prefer similar claims. I believe them 
to be unfounded. I understand that none of them have agents in Bombay. None of 
them could purchase unless through the Banians. The Indian dhourra impost is 
a close monopoly in tho hands of the Banians, who nre extremely unlikely to allow 
anv of it to pass into the bauds of Arabs uuless, of course, well paid for it. In 
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xmy case, the quantity of grain in their hands was very small, and I suspect that 
inquiry will show that it came from Djcddah (small freight). 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY 1). BARN HAM. 


Inclosuro 2 iii No. 38. 

Sir K. Baring to Mr. Burnham. 


(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 17,1890. 

YOUR despatch No. 31. 

I should greatly doubt if the merchants have any legal claim for compensation. 
If so they would have to make it good before the Mixed Courts. The Government 
cannot he expected to buy the grain unless they really require it, which appears not 
to be the case. Unofficial instructions were sent a week ago to the Governor to 
interpret the existing rules liberally. I should hope these would he sufficient to 
enable the merchants to find a market for this grain. 


No. 89. 

Sir /i. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 29.) 


(No. 332.) 

My Lnrd, Cairo, December 19, 1890; 

l HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a Memorandum sent to me by the 
Intelligence Department of the Egyptian War Office, giving the substance of informa¬ 
tion brought by a Sheikh of the Shnkrieh tribe, who Ims recently escaped into 
Suakin. 


This Sheikh confirms the intelligence that Osman Digna recently gathered n 
force of about 7,000 men with the intention of attacking Kosseir; that for their 
support he relied on the corn which he should be able to obtain from Suakin, and that 
his intended expedition was only frustrated by the stoppage of (ho export of grain 
from that town, which caused Osman Dignu’s force to disperse. 

The Sheikh adds an expression of his lxdicf that* although Osman Digna has been 
foiled on this occasion, he will never give in and will try to collect his force again with 
a view to taking offensive action against Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) li. BARING. 


Inclosuro in No. 39. 

Statement of Sheikh Omar Ahmed Abu Sin y of the Shukrieh • Tribe. 
(Confidential.) 

I AM the son of Ahmed Bey Abu Sin, late Mudir or Khartoum, and brother of 
Awad-cl-Kerim Pasha Ahu Sin, late Nazir of the Slmkrieh. Some time before 
Mahdiism broke out in the Soudan I was appointed Mnmour of Gedarif, where 1 
stayed a vear, but on my pay being reduced I resigned and went to live at llifaa, where 
I worked under my brother Shemkli, Ahdillah, in collecting taxes from the tribe. 
When the Mahdi began to raise the tribe, one of Awad-el-Kerim’s sons, called 
Abdullah, joined him with some sections of the tribe; mv brother, Awad-el-Kerim, 
was greatly annoyed at this, and sent, mo to Shcmli with orders to telegraph to Gordon 
Pasha, who was then on his was to Khartoum from Cairo. When 1 arrived at Shcndi 
(Jordon Pasha was at Berber. 1 telegraphed to him and then waited at Shondi till he 
arrived. I gave him all the nows, and a few days afterwards returned to Rifan, where 

• Thu Stiukrith trite occupy the country between the Nilo aud the Atbara, their southern boundary i' tho 
Nile at Abu llaraz, aud, including .Sukub, skirts the Dabainelt tribe until it reaches the Album, which it follows 
to the junction of the At bar a and Nile. The principal station of the Shukrieh is at do* Itejcb, on the Attars, 
here tho head Sheikh usually resides. The Shukrieh wore considered amongst the greatest camebowning Arabs at 
the Soudau, and consequently the main carriers of merchandise. Their importance may to gauged from the f;.ct 
that they pay taxes of 100,000 dollars. ^ 
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I remained with Awad-el-Kerim Pasha, and we fought the rebels successfully in many 
engagements. 

When Salem Bey-cl-Mck was surrounded by the enemy at Fedasia he sent word 
to Awad-el-Kerim that Gordon Pasha had told him if he could hold out no longer ho 
must surrender. Awad-el-Kerim thereupon sent his son Ali secretly to Gordon Pasha 
to ask for instructions. lie brought an order from Gordon to say, u Hold out as long 
as you can, hut if Khartoum falls you must surrender. 0 At last Abu Girger arrived 
with a large force and forced Snlch-el-Mck to surrender at Fedasia ; it was useless for 
us to bold out any longer, as Saleh had surrendered, so wc surrendered too. All tho 
Shukrich who had held out so far were disarmed, and Awad-el-Kerim was taken after¬ 
wards to the Mahdi, and I was left in Rifaa; for a time I tried to communicate w ith 
Sidi Osman-el-Morghami at Ivassala, hut as that place was closely besieged it was no 
use. I was, after this, sent to Omdurnmn, and had to adopt Mahdiism, a«:l was sent 
to Rifaa to gather taxes from the tribe. 

On the death of the Mahdi the Khalifa Abdullah, wlio always suspected the 
Slmkrieh of siding with the Government, imprisoned all our family, dismissed as, 
took away our camels and horses, and reduced us to a stale of poverty and misery. 
Many of the tribe w'ere sent to fight under the Mahdi standards in various parts. 
I was put into prison, but was kept there only two months; T then went to Kassala and 
stayed with Abdullah Abu Sin, who lmd been made an Emir. I spent two or three 
years, sometimes in Kassala and .sometimes in Omdurman; but gradually the tribe 
was getting smaller and weaker. Awad-el-Kerim died in chains in Omdurman on the 
2Sth December, 18B0. Of the 100,000 camels wo used to possess there arc now only a 
few hundreds. All our horses arc gone. The tribe was formerly 40,000 strong, and 
now there arc scarcely 1,000 loft. 

Seeing this state of things 1 spoke to my relations in Omdurman, and planned 
to escape to the Government and tell them of our sad state, and that those of us 
who remained were ill loyal; my family all agreed, and 1 then went to Kassala, 
where I made known my plans to Abdullah, who also agreed. At this time Osman 
Diguu was collecting a force to attack Egypt by Kosseir, and bad gathered a force of 
7,000 men and 0,000 women and children from tho Ivassala and Gallabat districts, 
whom he sent to Tokar. 1 joined this force, but when we arrived at Tokar we found 
there was no food, for tho Government had closed the gates of Suakiu. Osman Digua 
hud looked entirely to Suakiu to supply the force for the march on Egypt, and was 
greatly perplexed by the closing of the gates, llis force disjKnvsod in everywhere: 
some to Kassala, some to Gallabat. and in tho confusion 1 succeeded in escaping from 
Tokar and came to Suakin, when I was kept in quarantine for sonic days. In the 
meantime, my nephew, Amnra-alm-Sin, had also succeeded in escaping from Massowah 
and came in a dhow to Akik ; I received permission to join him, and we stayed there 
for some time and succeeded in effecting the escape of some of our family from Tokar; 


rape of some of our family from Tokar; 


l was then sent on to Cairo, and A mam will follow soon. Wc now beg the assistance 
of the Government to which wo have always been loyal. My nephew, Amara, was 
with the Beni Amer when the Emir of Kassala raided on them and took them 
prisoners, and it was then, near Daga, that the Italians who protect the Beni Amcr, 
hearing of this raid, sent out a force and defeated the Dervishes, recapturing the 
camels and with them Amara. They took him to Massowah, treated him well, fed 
and clothed him, but he did not like to stay there. So he escaped and came to Akik, 
and thence to Suakiu. When I escaped from Tokar there were very few men there; 
but T do not think there will he many more desertions, for the crops are ripe now. 
Although Osman Digna has been foiled this time, I believe he will still try to collect 
his force again; lie will never give in; but since I came to Suakiu I hoard that tho 
Khalifa had recalled him to Omdurman, on account of his failure and the desertions 
from his force. I left Omdurman between seven and eight months ago, so do not 
know, except, from hearsay, what has been going on there; but 1 know that the 
Khalifa summoned all the Emirs and told them that lie intended to invade Egypt and 
revenge tho death of Wnd-en-Nejumi. I was at Omdurman when tho news of 
Nejumi’s death reached tho Khalifa. At first ho tried to keep it secret, but tho 
Khalifa Ali Shcrif heard of it. Ncjumi belongs to the Khalifa Sherifs Rayah or 
Standard, and asked Khalifa Abdullah why bo kept it secret. Then Abdullah pro¬ 
claimed in the Mosque that, although Neiumi's army had been victorious, lie himself 
had boon killed as a martyr, and that lie lmd seen him in a vision being received into 
paradise by the Prophet, the Mahdi, &c. Shortly after this Khalifa Abdullah, fearing 
and distrusting Khalifa Shcrif, had all his men disarmed, and now he is powerless. 

The force at Gallabat is small; the Emir Zoki Tunull and a number of men Itnvo 
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been recalled to Omdurman, and the Abyssinians and Dervishes are now on friendly 
terms in that part of the country. 

The Emir Nasri now commands a small force at Kassala in place of Sayid flamed 
recalled to Omdurman; the tribes near Kufit recently sent a message to the Dervishes 
in Kassala that they and the Italians intended to come and attack them in Kassala; 
to which Nasri replied that if they attempted to advance they would attack them. If 
the Italians advanced I think that they will be strongly opposed by the Dervishes, who 
can collect a large force from Kassala, Gallabat, &e., in a very short time; they arc 
anxious to fight the Italians; hut-1 think their present object is to attack Egypt.* 

(Signed) I’’. It. WINGATE. Kaimakam, 
Cairo, December 9, 1890. A.A.G., Intelligence. 


No. 40. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 29.) 


(No. 333.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 22, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith extracts from the Reports of the 
Egyptian Intelligence Department at Suakiu, from the 27th November till the 
9tl> December. Thoso Reports appear to confirm the statements previously forwarded 
to your Lordship ns to the importation of grain for the use of the Dervishes through 
Tnklni, on tlio coast under Italian surveillance. 

It further appears, from the information received at Suakin, that there is just now 
a good deal of activity among the Italian troops on the Abyssinian frontier. On the 
27th ultimo news was received that tho Italians had arrived at Koiit, and on the 
Oth instant that they had occupied .Besha, a place about 45 miles east of Kassala. 
This news is confirmed by apparently independent statements of various Arabs who 
have come into Suakin from Kassala, and other parts of the Eastern Soudau. 

The Italians and Abyssians appear to have been on moro friendly terms lately, and 
it is said that they intend co-operating in a movement against the Dervishes established 
at Kassala. Tho Italian General has recently lieeu to Asmara and appears to lie in 
close alliance with Ras Alula. 

Yesterday the Italian Consul-General called on mo to give a positive denial to the 
rumours which have recently been current to tho effect that the Italians were on the 
point of occupying Kassala. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inelosuro in No. 40. 


Extracts from the Suakin Intelligence Report, from the 27/5 November to the 9 th December, 

1890. 


November 27.—Mohammed Ibrahim, nonhew of A1 >rned-ol-Geer, from Akik, 
confirms recent re|X)rts concerning Tnklni. When he left Akik there were nine 
dhows containing dhourra at Taklai besides three others with merchandize. 

The llabab and Bahul-es-Shcikh have written to Osman Digna requesting the 
Amnn for the countcy between Reheit and Adobana. The Italian authorities haw 
written to the same effect, and Osman Digna has sent buck granting the request 
(Mohammed Ibrahnm states that he heard this from the bearers of the original letters 
to Osman.) Amnra-abu-Sin, who arrived lately at Akik, reported that the Italians 
are at Kufit, and intend to occupy Besha (about 45 miles cast of Kassala). 

November 28 .—A Halanga arrived at Toknr live days ago from Sanhcit. States 
that bo left that plaeo with 1,000 Bashi-Bnzouks under the coinmniul of seven Italian 
officers who were starting for Kufit. They were accompanied by some Beni Amer 
Sheikhs, and Sheikh Mohammed Moussa of tho ITadendown was to follow them from 
Sanhcit. 

Ilissein Effendi Khalil arrived from Tokar, and states that there is great auxietv at 
JIandoub. The day ho left Tokar heard Osman declare that he was now independent 
f70«3 * Q 
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of Suakin, and ho forbade any one of them to buy food there even if they would. He 
intended to send an agent of his own to Taklai. 

December 4.—Sheikh Ahmcd-cl-Gcer states that a llalanga who arrived a few 
days ago from Massowah, reported that the Italian Gencrnl has been to Asmara, where 
he met the son of the late King of Abyssinia, with Menelik and Ras Alulu. An 
alliance was formed against tho Maluliists with the object of attacking ICassala. The 
ftalians to advance from Senheit, Ras Alula by the Gash. 

Sheikh Omara Wad Mohammed Hamad-abu-Sin arrived from Akik, and states 
that he has heard the statement of the Halanga with regard to the Italian*Abyssinian 
alliance. He adds that while lie was himself at Massowah this was being talked of by 
every one, but up to the time that he left the General had not met the Abyssinian 
Chiefs, lie considers that the report is very probable, as the Italians huvo lately 
been on much better terms with the Abyssinians. He also confirms reports con¬ 
cerning Taklai. 

Mainour, of Akik, and Sheikh Ahmcd-el-Gcer report that, on the 28th November, 
over 200 camels arrived at Adobnna. This was deposited there, and tho camels 
sent back for the remainder. Tho whole dhourm sent up to date from Massowah to 
Taklai amounts to 1,500 bags belonging to: Ali Yehia, COO bags; Addallnh Bey 
Ghoul, 300 bags; Abdnlla Shrnati, 250 bags. 

On tho 1st instant a dhow from Massowah reported that the dervishes from 
Kassala were moving towards Senbit and were at Sauderat. 

December 6 . —A Jaafcri formerly Bashi-Bozouk uuder Government four days 
from Tokar reports that no dhourra has como yet from Taklai, but it is reported in 
Tokar that that port has been opened by the Italians and a good deal of dhourra and 
merchandize is expected. 

From Kassala reports have come that Italian troops have reached Khor-cl-Basha 
(45 miles east of Kassala) and that four of the leading Dervishes have been hanged by 
the Emir Nasry for corresponding with them. These are Bahama Mahass Emir, 
Mohammed Abdallah Mahass Emir, Wad Radallah Mahass Mainour Es-Sook, and the 
Katib of Wad Badawi, who was in charge of the Beit-el-Mul. 

Abdallah Abu Bakr and his brother Magztkb, with Shaib and the Cadi Wad Gaber, 
have been sent for by the Khalifa. 

December 7.—A Soudanese formerly in 1st Battalion Khartoum, from Uandouh 
reports that there aro only thirty men at Adobnna. Heard of the execution of seven 
Dervish Emirs by the Emir Nasry at Kassala for corresponding with tho Italians whose 
men reported at Tokar to have been in Khor-el-Bnsha. Besides those already reported 
heard the following names: Mohammed Sadeck, .laali, Beshir Daminas, El Ebeid, 
.laali, Mohammed Naklola, .laali. 

December 8.—Several Suakineso and Halanga and one Artega from Massowah 
report thnt Besha has been occupied and a fort built there. Sheikh Ali Nurain has 
been put in charge of Bashi-Bazouks to look after that district. 

Heard that Ras Alula met tho Italians at Besha. 


No. 41. 

The Marquis of Dufferin to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Deceived December 29.) 

(No. 219. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Jlome, December 21, 1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 203 of the 28th ultimo, I have the honour to 
inclose to your Lordship copy of a semi-ollicial letter which 1 have addressed to Signor 
Damiani, Umlcr-8ecrctnry of Stute for Foreign Alluirs, forwarding a Memorandum on 
the contraband trade carried on with the Dervishes through the Italian African 
possessions. 

The statements contained in this Memorandum (copy of which 1 likewise inclose) 
arc derived from information which had reached Colonel Slade privately from tho 
military authorities in Egypt. 

I have further (he honour to inclose translation of Signor Damiani's reply, 
informing me that the .Memorandum has been forwarded to Massowah, with instructions 
to the authorities to make renewed inquiries into the subject of complaint. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) DUFFERIN and AVA. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 41. 

The Marquix of Duffer in to Signor Damiani. 

My dear Signor Damiani, • Rome » December 19, 1890. 

I BEG leave to inclose to you a Memorandum with some further particulars as to 
the trallic which seems to be going on between the Dervishes and the ports in the Red 
Sea under the surveillance of the Italian authorities. 

I had already brought this subject to the notice of Signor Crispi in gcnerul terms, 
and, in reply, the Embassy received a denial of the alleged facts; hut the circumstances 
now brought to my notice, and to which I would venture to call your attention, seem so 
precise and well authenticated that I am afraid there can be little doubt that the traffic 
complained of is being carried on. In any event I am sure I can count on your having 
the matter thoroughly sifted. It is in this view that I have preferred to address 
you scmi-oflicinlly rather than trouble his Excellency Signor Crispi with another 
formal note. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) DUFFERIN and AVA. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 41. 

Memorandum. 

HER .Majesty’s Embassy had the honour to address a communication to the Italian 
Ministry for Foreign Adairs on the 24th ultimo relative to the landing at Taklai of 
merchandize destined for the Dervishes at Tokar, and received u reply, dated the 
26th ultimo, stating tlmt the strictest surveillance was exercised along the Italian coast, 
and that, if any supplies reached the Dervishes from the sea, they must be landed to the 
north of Ras Kasur. 

Further information has now reached Her Majesty’s Embassy. According to a 
report from Agig, dated the 17th, two of the principal men of the Adhoseri had gone to 
Tokar to obtain camels to transport the goods brought by the nine dhows* above 
referred to, and 150 r-acks had arrived at Adobana ou the lGth ultimo route for 
Tokar. Moreover, according to a report from Agig, received at Suakin on the 23rd 
November, 200 camels had gone from Tokar to Taklai, accompanied by a certain Oshck 
Mahmud, of the Shagalui (in command of the Dervish post at Adobana), to bring up 
merchandize. 

Previous reports from Agig, received at Suakin on the 1 lth ultimo, contain mention 
of offers made from Massownh to supply food to Tokar, and on the 13th information was 
received that the principal correspondent with Tokar regarding the offer of supplies was 
one Alt Ycliia, the leading merchant at Massowah. 

On the 10th November news was brought to Suakin by a merchant of Kassala to 
the effect that eighteen days previously a small convoy of dhurra (about seventy sacks) 
had arrived from Taklai, having been brought hy Ollanda, and was subsequently sold at 
13 dollars a-sack. 

Again, on the 18th November, it was reported at Suakin that Mohamed Saleh 
Dambar, a native of Massowah, who had been some time at Tokar, asked permission of 
Osman to contract for dlmrra from Taklai, and that permission was given on the 
understanding that tithes should bo taken from both buyers and sellers. 

Rome , December 10, 1890, 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 41. 

Signor Damiani to the ftfarqui* of Dufferin . 

Mon ehcr Lord Dufferin, Rome , le 20 De'cembre> 1890. 

J*AI re^u votre lettre en date d’hicr et je m’empresso de vous informer quo le 
Memorandum conccrnnnt le commerce do contrebande avec les Derviehos a envoyd 
aujourd'hui a M&ssuouah avec instructions de proccder a une nouvellc cnqudtc et dc 
mettre le Minis tire Royal cn me.sure d’y donner unc rdponse. 

Jc saisis, Ike. 

(Signd) DAMIANI. 
o 

• Sec previout corivtromleivc©. 
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